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-~ Under the -internatiolll'i .Claims Settlement · 
Act of 1949. as amended . 

.·.' 

. ·	..... :: ·.'· 

: . ·.. 
PROPOSED DECISION 

This.ciaiin~ f.or $3,000.00, against the Government of Bulgaria 
. . ' ~ 

. u_nder Sec~fori ~~3.(4), Title· ·III., o f the Intern~tional Claims Settle

ment Act of 1949~ ;a-:s- amended, is based upon th~ ·asse~ted loss of 

. certain .impr.oved real property in Varna, :Bulgaria,,- The claimant, 
..." ·;: . -~. ... . . . . .: · . . . ~: . . . 


KEVORK AVED1SSJ4N, states th~t h~ has been a natio:tl'al of the United 

·· .·. . :·-'. , ' 

St.ates since. his· n~turaliza:tion on June 5, 1964.,· 

Under Sectfon 303, Ti"tle· Ill, of the International Claims 


Settlement Act of 1949 ·. (69 Stat. 570- ('19.55) 3· 2·2 -U~S .C • .§~1641-

164lq (1964)), as further a.mende(i , by Section 1,0.of.·Pu}?lic Law 


90-421, approved on July 24-, 1968,:. :(82 Sta t. 4:2°0 · (i968)), the Com

mission is g iven jur.isdkticm over :·c.e:tte:in "claim.s of na:tionals of"'. 


·, . .. 
the United Sta~es inClude.d within ~he --tenns. ·of tli:e' Bulgarian

' ·.-.. ·.. . ...- .. . ·. 

Claims~Agre'em~nt.of 1963. (.t\greem(;!ntBetween · tne ···Go~er~ent of · . ,.' --_ ·. . . ' . . . . . 

the Un:i-ted. $.ta"tes of America. and the Gpvernment qf the ];'eople' s 
., ·· .. ··. . , .· ' 

.. ·: : 
· Repubtic of ·Etilgar-ia Re,garding Claims of Uriit~d ·sta:t¢s Nationals 

-~. 
·.. ·. . 

·.. 5~87 (1963)). . · .. . . 

. • .: 

The Juriadic tion' of the ·coom:1ission is set ..for~h in·Section 
. -·. . .• . 

. . :·.' · ·~ 

·J03(4} of tpe·.Act _··.~upra, .which authorized the r,e~eipt '.~nd ·9	 ·. .• . . . ... •·..· ...... . 


d.etermination.~y .the-Gommiss. i on. in acc-Ordance with appiitable 

.· :- ~ .. ' • • - . • . • ' . ' . . ! . • • . . ."(· .. 

substantive 1.aW: ; ) ..ntt~d.ing fnterriationa.1. law, o f the .yal:i.dity 

.... . . : _ _..... · 
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l a.mounts of claims of nationals of the United States against the Govern

1t of Bulgaria arising out of the failure of that government to pay 

fective compensation for the nationalization, compulsory liquidation, 

other taking of property of nationals of the United States between 

~ust 9, 1955 and July 2, 1963, the effective date of the Bulgarian Claims 

i'.'eement. 

It is clear, therefore, that this new section of the Act does not 

nfer jurisdiction upon the Commission to consider all claims which 

re settled and discharged under the Bulgarian Claims Agreement of 1963 

t rather, provides for a limited class only, namely, those which arose 

tween August 9, 1955 and July 2, 1963, as a result of the nationaliza

on, compulsory liquidation, or other taking of property. 

It is important to note that other classes of claims settled and 

scharged by the Agreement which arose prior to August 9, 1955 were 

ovided for pursuant to subsections (1), (2) and (3) of Section 303 of 

~ Arct, supra. That program was completed on August 9, 1959 pursuant 

an express statutory mandate. 

Additionally, under well established principles of international 

~, in order for a claim to be compensable, the property upon which 

~ claim is based must have been owned by a national of the United 

Hes on the date that it was taken and the claim which arose from 

ch taking must have been continuously owned thereafter by a United 

ltes national until its filing with the Commission. 

This is also clear from Article I(2) of the Bulgarian Claims 

reemeint of 1963 which provides that the term "cla.ims of nationals o,f 

3 United States of America" as used in subparagraph (b), which relates 

c laims f or the nationalization, compulsory liquidation, or other 

<ing of property, refers to claims which were owned by nationals of 

~ United States of .A...merica "on the effective date of nationalization, 

opulsory liquidation, or other tG!.king and continuously thereafter 

L:il filed with the Government of the United States of America". 
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It is stated by the claim.ant that he acquired the subject property 

in 1941. He further states that he became a national of the United 

·· ·States by naturalization on June 5, 1964. 

In view of such statements, the Commiss i on concludes that it has no 

jurisdiction t o grant compensation in this claim because the subject 

property was not owned by a national of the United States between 

August 9~ 1955~ and July 2, 1963» the period during which a taking 

of the property must have occurred to be covered by the Act. 

In view of the f oregoing» the claim must be and it is hereby 


denied. 


The Commission finds it unnecessary t o make determinations with 


respect t o other elements of this claim. 


Dated at Washington, D. C. 

and entered as the Proposed 

Decision of the Commission 


SEP9 1970 
• 

/ 

NOTICE: Pursuent t o the Regulations of the Comm.ission, if no objections 
~re filed within 15 days after service or receipt of notice of this Pro
posed Decision» the decis:i.on will be entered as the Final Decision of the 
Commission upon the expiration of 30 days after such service or receipt 
of noti ce 9 unless the Commission otherwise orders. (FCSC Reg., 45 C.F.R. 
§531,S(e) and (g)» as amended.) 
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