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Administration of the List

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
o Office of Legal Access Programs
* Program Director
* Pro Bono List Administrator

Visit: www.justice.gov/eoir/probono/probono.htm
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Purpose of the Pro Bono List

Improve the efficiency and fairness of immigration
proceedings by facilitating access to legal representation
through the distribution of a reliable list of organizations, pro
bono referral services, and attorneys who are available to
represent individuals in removal and asylum proceedings, In
compliance with 88 239(b)(2) and 208(d)(4)(B) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act.
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Meaning of “Pro Bono Legal Services”
8 CFR § 1003.61(a)(2)

“those uncompensated legal services performed for
Indigent aliens or the public good without any expectation
of either direct or indirect remuneration, including referral
fees (other than filing fees or photocopying and mailing
expenses)”
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Eligible Applicants

* Non-profit Organizations
O Recognized organizations
o Non-recognized organizations

e Pro Bono Referral Services

e Attorneys
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Recognized Organization — Qualifications
8 CFR § 1003.62(a)

Non-profit organization recognized under 8 CFR part 1292

Declaration signed by authorized officer of organization under penalty
of perjury:

« The organization has at least one attorney or fully accredited
representative eligible to practice law and who has registered with EOIR.

» The organization commits to providing at least 50 hours a year of pro
bono legal services in each immigration court where the organization

intends to be listed.

» Specifies any limitations in the provision of pro bono legal services. For
example, takes only cases involving non-detained individuals, children,
asylum seekers, or individuals with criminal convictions.
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Non-recognized Organizations — Qualifications
8 CFR § 1003.62(b)

Non-profit organization established in the United States.

Declaration signed by authorized officer of organization under penalty
of perjury:

e The organization has at least one attorney eligible to practice law and
who has registered with EOIR.

e The organization commits to providing at least 50 hours per year of pro
bono legal services at each immigration court where the organization
intends to be listed.

« Specifies any limitations in provision of pro bono legal services. For
example, takes cases involving only non-detained individuals, children,
asylum seekers, or individuals with criminal convictions.
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Pro Bono Referral Services — Qualifications
8 CFR § 1003.62(c)

To qualify, referral services must be offered by a non-profit group,
association or similar organization to assist persons in locating pro
bono representation.

Submit declaration signed by an authorized officer of the referral
service that states under penalty of perjury:

o Its referral services are offered to individuals in removal or other
proceedings before each immigration court location identified in its
application, and,

» Any specific limitation it has in providing its pro bono referral services (for
example, the services assist with domestic violence or children’s cases

only).
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Attorneys — Qualifications
8 CFR § 1003.62(d)

Attorney licensed in the United States

Declaration under penalty of perjury:

» Eligible to practice law (no disciplinary action) and registered with EOIR

o Cannot provide pro bono legal services through or in association with an
organization or referral service because: (1) such an organization or referral
service is unavailable, or (2) the range of services provided by the existing
organization or referral services is insufficient to address the needs of the
community

o Describes the good faith efforts made to provide pro bono legal services
through an organization or referral service

o Commits to providing at least 50 hours annually of pro bono legal services in
each immigration court where the attorney intends to be listed

« Specifies any limitations in provision of pro bono legal services. For example,
takes cases involving only non-detained individuals, children, asylum seekers,

or individuals with criminal convictions
List of Pro Bono

Legal Service Providers



%l U.S. Department of Justice

L
| wi

> Sf Executive Office for Immigration Review
Office of the Director

Application Process
8 CFR §1003.63

Complete Form EOIR-56 or submit a letter requesting inclusion on the List with a
supporting declaration submitted by authorized officer for organizations or the
private attorney. Application must be received by the Director no less than 60
days in advance of the next quarterly update, or 60 days prior to July 1, October 1,
January 1, and April 1. Applications received after the 60 day cut off will be considered
for the following quarterly update.

« Establish by clear and convincing evidence the applicant qualifies to be on the
List

« Specify how the applicant wants its name and contact information to appear on
the List (include relevant information, such as physical address, telephone and
fax number(s), email address, website)

 Identify each immigration court location where the applicant provides, or
intends to provide, pro bono legal services

« Specify any limitation in offering pro bono legal services

» Provide optional information that may be included on the List, such as languages
spoken by representatives or staff, office hours, etc.
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U.S. Department of Justice
Executive Office for Immigration Review

General Instructions draft Form EOIR-56

U.S. Department of Justice OMB#
Executive Office for mmigration Review qunest to be Included on the List of Pro Bono Legal
Office of Legal Access Programs Service Providers for Individuals in Immigration Proceedings

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
Please read carefully before completing and filing optional Form EOIR-56

A. When to submit an optional Form EOIR-56:

Organizafions, pro bono referral services, and aftormeys may use this
plosement om the List of Pro Bogo L2 Selvln%{;mh'l:ms(l.\s{)ﬁm form

make a renewal request to remain on ]rm'xd.esnamnffu(pmzahms alhmys
available to provide pro bono legal services to indigent mlmmlgntnnmmt ﬂnEucnh\e
Oﬁijeﬂur[nnmyahnnhw E'.) The List 15 mﬁ.w ﬂnﬁmda llne Odnhel Tube
considered, not h y

until the following s i Lo

B. Wha is eligible to be included on the List:

Organizations, pro bono referral services, and attorneys may to on the List. tions and attorneys
nmstcommltmlxwldmg &atlemmhmdmﬁnkga]ﬂamd mdmdna]?mz;medmgszlaﬂh
immigration court or attorney mtends mﬂ!Lm “Pro bono legal services” are
Hmsemompensahedlegzlsuvics for indigent individuals or for the public zood without any expectation of
payment.

* An " mmst be trdjgnls,chmzhln,snual established in the
Unted Stai Ol;gamzahm:mm WBTE?ERWAHS&YEPMU% mdn:ﬁd

repumved.lgﬂ:kwmcncebe‘ﬁmﬂn He mmst have an
attomey on staff.

* A “pro bono referal service” is a service, offered by a non-profit group, association, or similar organization
estal m&eUnMShtes&ﬂmmmhcmngmbmmmmhymhngmufmukm
h\mmys or orgamizations that are available to mbom n court

A service that refers individuals for paid legal services ‘not qualify.

* An “attormey” in private practice m the United States be 'b.letohemdudednnlhel.n if the
ammm;'&m ot s oagh or o soctaon oo boms e

gE

C. How to apply for placement on the List using the optional Form EQIR-56:
« Partl
ﬁunl service, or

whether the hcant
the appropriate box to specify is an organization, mwmfm

ah\mmry Prm'ld.eﬂzzthmsmnﬁlem business, and |
name a5 it should the List. mhcanthnmmslymphedmbemﬂmhﬂ p(m'xdeﬂnnm(s)

used in the past by
* Partl.
rovidesppicant conect informacion. Toe ppﬁmmm\lst;lmidtamuladdmss. A past office box muzber i

g

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS (continued)
Optional Form EQIR-56
Rev. (Month Year)

Please read carefully before completing and filing optional Form EOIR-56

C. How to apply for placement on the List using the optional Form EOIR-56:

Part 3.

Check the appropriate box to shuvr whethar this zpplication i for an iitial ue;t to ba meluded on the Listor a
renewal request to remain on the List Initial requests include requests whose most recent
gghca.hmwasa ved to be on the List of Free Lagal Service Providers. Dnceapmuwdtobeunﬂmhsrof
Bono Le; emce Providers, providers must submit a renewal request e&wyZyeals. To guarantee that the
nenewa] tahm will be processed before the ation of the 3 year period, the renewal application must be
at least 60 dz}s ‘prior to axpiration ofﬂ?:%uyex period and cem.fyﬂnt the pwmdenemm eligible to

appear on lbe ast. For ¢ 2016 would be

le, an a ved applicant who is placed on the List m January
mmnredhoﬂeanapphﬂn renmaprtm later than November 2, !013 (B0 days pnmtuth! expiration of the
3 year approval period and issuance of the Jamary 2019 quarterly I.Js(]
Partd.
Part 4. Section A.

List the names of each immi; ahnnwulrmwlnththelpphranl mhndsbupmndexleasriﬂhamsemhy&nof
pro bono legal semcasorregr Iepuesentatives gm pm hamla‘gal

each court, such as “Vanck '\‘Imm, Please e the EOIE_hmng of
athDmlsasagndetolmm ahonwu:tnanmandlonhum available at the followinz webpage:
hitp:/f Justice gov/eon/sibpages/TCadr htm. [fnead.ed,am:haddlhmalshamufpaper (inchde the
applicant’s name and the section of form) to complate this section.

Part 4. Section B.

Lista v specialtie on provi pro bono lezal services or pro bono refermals, or comments that
noted on Lmﬁrmnh%;:ﬁmm For example, an. hcantmavhmmlsmlmnommne

hthlldrmscases ﬁv&]ufnﬁ::s mmaybemmngm%mnl;le r]em umna;niumlemho:s, ‘may be =

wﬂ]:.ugh:a collect ealls ] ition center, or: e able to provi semeesln i ﬁa@e
g =t courts listad, chack the p needed,

the toall
attach additional sheets nfpﬂper (mhd.e lppllcanlsnameandlbesx:honoffnm)mcomplme this section
Part 5.

Qrzznizations mmst affim that they intend to provide amnually at least 50 howrs of pro bono lazal services in each
immigration court location listed in Part 4. An organization may count ifs attomeys’ and representatives’ m-court
time, a5 well as their out-of-court preparation time. When an organization refers a case for pro bono lezal
services outside the orgamization, if may count its attorneys’ and representatives’ time spenmt, for example,
condnmngmmhkemizmmu(mmngthezmhowhmtbeusewasmhrmi Those attomeys and
fully accredited i ppeaTing in ion court st be registered with EOIR. For information
about EQIR s &-] Eeglstrysvshm, see hitp:/'wwrw justice. gov/enir/engage/eRegistration htm

Pro bono efaral services must affirm that they intend to offer their services to individuals in remeval or other
proceedings before sach immizvation court location identified m Part 4.

Private aitomevs must affirm they intend to provide anmally at least 50 hours of pro bono legal services n each
immigration cout location listed m Part 4. Under penalty of perjury, counsel mmst declare that he or she is unable
to provide pro bono legal services twough or in association with an orgamzation or pro bono referral service
because such an organization is unavailable, or the ranges of services provided is insufficient to address the needs
of the commumity. In addition, counsel must attach 2 statement, under penalty of pequry, deseribing the good
faith efforfs made to associate with organizations and pro bono reforral services, Fnally, private attomeys are
encowaged to submit other relevant documentation.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS (continued)

Optionl Form EOIR-56
Rev. (Month Year)

Please read carefully before completing and filing optional Form EOIR-56

 Part 6. If this is an initial application or a pro bono referral service provider, skip to Part 7
Part 6. Section A.
To renew an organization’s or s inchision on the List, the orzanization or attorney must submit the alien
regisiration mumbers ufd:ms%e cases the orgamizafion or attomay legal services,
tofaling, for each immigration court location where the provider appears on ﬂ:e List, at Ezsl 50 hours in each of
the past thrae years.

For each case listed, the provider nst include: the number of hours of pro bono le; mmﬂnuded the time

penud For which the pro bono legal services were provided; and the name and (if ble)
or Tepresentative who ﬂ:epmbom lezal services or to whom the case was e for
ubmhgs«w‘.ﬁ When an organization yefers a case to an outside attomney or representative for pro bono

zal servicas, the organization may count the time ifs attorneys or representafives spent providing pro bono lezal
services, but not the fime of the attorney o reprasentative to whom the ease was refened

Hours spent preparing a case for immigration court, mehuding, for example, screening cases for pro bono referal
mm!ntnnnﬁrqummu mzy be counted a5 well as time spent n court, Onlv_WbumnfEbnm]ega.l
services need to be reporte d for each yeilﬂmaaz:hmwtlucaﬂmﬁﬁlsmnhhgﬁhmtnupmta tional hours
of pro bono lezal services performed m excess of the 50 annual required to qualify for renewal. Ifnead.ed,
attach additional sheets of paper (elude the applicant’s name and section of the form) to complete this section.

Part 6. Section B.

Tally the total hours of pro bone lazal services for the past 3 years in each immigration court location where
bono legal services were provided. %ommelhmiﬂhmhmlofmohom]e service hours must be recor
for each year. If needed, attach additional sheets of paper (inchude the applicant’ 5namemdsechmafthfoun)m
complete this section.

D. Who must verify the contents of the optional Form EQIR-56:
« PartT.
Part 7. Section A. Authorized officer.

The applicant orzanization or referral service nmst have an authorized officer, such as the President, Executive
Director or an officar of the orzanization, who has been designated to act on behalf of the organization to apply to
be on the List. By signing the form under penalty of perjury the authorized officer declares that the organization
or referral service meets the elizibility requirements to be included on the List and that the contents of the form
and ifs attachments are true, corzect, and complate.

Part 7. Section B. Attorney.

An aftomey must atfest that he ov she 15 licensed to practice law in the United States, has 1egistered with EOIR.
(pmwdzﬁer!glsuahmmmbﬂ)md&arbemshelsnmnnduanude(ofwspmslmdlsbamm or other
restriction in the practice of law. By signing the form under penalty of perjury the attomey declares that he or she
mests the elizibility requirements to be included on the List and that the contents of the form and its attachments
are true, correct, and complete.

E. Where to submit the optional Form EQIR-56:

Pro Bono List Admmistrator

(Office of Lezal Access Programs (OLAP)
Executive Office for Inmizration Review
3107 Lmlmi’ Slme 1900

Falls Chur

For more information about applying te be on the List of Pro Bono Legal Service Providers, visit the EQIR website
pri P

Optionzl Form EQIR-56
Rev. (Month/Year)



U.S. Department of Justice

Office of the Director

Executive Office for Immigration Review

Application — draft Form EOIR-56

1.5, Department of Justice OMB#CODL- 3000
Executive Office for Immigration Review Request to be Included on the List of Pro Bono Legal

Office of Legal Access Progra Service Providers for Individuals in Immigration Proceedin

Part 1. Organization, referral service, or attorney seeking incluzion on the List

s

‘The applicant iz a (check one):
[ téou-grofic Organization

[ Pro Bono Referral Service [ Private Anoraey
Name

Name as it should appesr on the List
Name(s) previously appliad under (if not applicable enter “N/A”)

Part 1. Contact information

Mummber and Strest Suits
City, State
Telephone Fax

Part 5, Affirmation of provizion of pro bono legal services (chose one)

[ By checking this bax the spplican organizstion affirme that:
#  Trwill provide annually at least 50 hours of pro bono legal services through its attorneys or representatives to individns
proceedings in each immigration court location listed in Part 4.
Every attorney and accredited representative whe will represent clients pro bono before EOIR. on behalf of the organiz
registered with EOIR.
+  Noattomey or representative who will provide pro bono legal services o behalf of the orzaization in cases pending |
EOIR is under am order of suspension, disbarment or other restriction limiting his'her practice of law._

DBydledcingﬂnsbaxﬂeIppLiumpmMmmﬂemlmi:uﬁmnthnhmﬂoﬁeriﬁmtsbinﬂjﬁmbinmmm
proceedings for each immigration court location listed in Part 4.

1] By checking this bax the spplicant attorney affirms that
+  Heor she will provide ammelly at least 50 hours of pro bono lezal services to individuals in proceedings in each immisr
court listed in Part 4.
»  Heor she is unable to provide pro bono lezal services fhrough or in associstion with an orgamization or pro bono refarral
service because any such organization or referral service is umavailable or the range of services provided by available
i or referml services (3) are insufficient to address the needs of the commmmity.

Website

Part 3. Type of application (chose ang)

[ il request inclades a request by a provider who is curreatly on the List of Free Legal Service Providers and now seeks inclusicn
om the List of Pro Bomo Legal Service Providers)

List any specialties, limitations on providing pro bone legal services
(if an organizstion or attorney) or pro bomo refermals (if a refermal
service), of comments that should be noted in the List for the
corresponding court (e.g., children’s cases or asyhmn cases omly,
criminal law specialty, staff speaks Spanish). Attach additional sheets
if necessary. If you listed more than one court location in Section A,
specify the court or courts to which each speciality, limitation or

Indicate below the name(s) of each Immizration Court location
where the applicant intends to provide at least 50 howrs of pro
bono legal services anmally (if an orgamization or attomey) or
refer individuals for pro bono legal services (if a referral
SEIVicE).

Be spacific in identifying the inmigration court (for example,

Adelanto, Varick Streat, Chicago or Mismi Krome, Detained), ~ COMIent applies.

If the specislties, limitations, or comments

Ateach additional sheets if nacessary. idenrified below apply to all immigration courts Listed in Section A,
plesse chieck this box: [
Immigration Court Name(z) Specialties/Limitations/Comments
1 1.
2 2
3. 3
4 4
Formore information about the List of Pro Bono Legal Service Providers Optional Form EOIR-56
visit: bt/ warw fustice fov/eoir probeno probono. km Rev. (Month/¥ear)

+  He or she has submitied with this application a description of the =ood fifh efforts he or she made to provide pro bono §
servives through an organization or pro bone refermal service to individuals appesring before each immigration court loc:
Histed in Part 4.

Part 6. Affirmation of provision annually of 50 hours of pro b
initial request orapplicant is a pre bono referral ser

rvices for the past 3 years by erganizal
p to Part

and attorneys

Section A

[ By checking this box applicant afims that
+ e, she, or it has provided pro bono legal services to the individusls listed below.
+ The cases below represent, for each immigration cort location where the provider appears on the List, 3t lesse 50 bowr
'bomo legal services in each of the 3 years since the applicant’s last approval to be on the List.

Provide the totsl pro bono legal service hours performed during the past 3 years on matters in each immigration court location listed in
Dart §. Section A. Antach sdditional sheets if nacessary.

Court Location Total Hours Court Location. Total Hours
Court Location Total Hours ‘Court Location, Total Hours
‘Court Location Total Hours ‘Court Location, Total Hours
Part 7. Decls

This application is not considered complete without a signature. A signanme s required in either Section A or Section B below, as
applicable. Authorized officers of organizations or pro bono referral services must complete Section A. Attorneys applying individually
must complete Section B. By signing this form, the applicant hereby certifies the eligibility of the oresmization, referral service, or
attomey to be included on the List

Section A Section B

Under penalty of perjury, I declare: 1 om the suthorized officer of  Under pemalty of perjury, 1 declare that T am & licensad

i registered with EOIR (mumber ) and that [ am not
nder mmy order of suspension, disbarment. or other restriction
Jimiting my practice of law, amd that I have examined this form,
incinding the affirmations and sccompanying stachments, and to
the best of my knowledze and belief, it is true, comect, and

service); I have examined this form, including the affirmations
and accompanying attacimens, and to the best of my knowledge
and belief it is true, comrect, and complete.

<omplete.
Siguature of authorized officer Sigmafare of wtomey
Priot mame of authorized officer Pt ame of atiormey
Bt tifle of authorized officer Dae

Date

Uinder the Paperwork Reduction Act,a persou s pot requized to respond o 2 collection of infirwation uuless it displays a valid OMB coutrol. maber.
Ebuy!ﬁmnmhmhmnﬂmmhmmmmkmhnﬂmndmﬂwhdmmmmmﬂmmmn
estimated average time to review the form. pather necessary materials, and assemble the atachments s 30 mimites. If you
m(mmmuxmﬁmmehmmmm You can wiite to the Executive Office for
Immigration Review, Office of the General Counsel, 5107 Leesturg Pike, Suite 2600, Falls Charch, Virginia 22041,

‘The collection of this information is autharized by 8 US.C. §5 1158, 1229 and 8 CFR. §§ 1003, 1240, 1241. Al information providad im this form is
ety The ffmation you oo ecssay o EOIR. i consis Yo g ucusionon e Lis of i o Legal SeviceProvides.
iested information may

lt im d "Mmlw]xm memlmbmmnfﬂnsﬁumxhnﬂdyﬂmm
EOIR may share thi

mmmxmdmmwmmm ‘The List of Pro Bono Legal Service Providers is awthorized by the Executive Office for

Inmngznmkemw msmmmmﬂmmamhmmmmgmmﬁmmmmmmﬂm“ﬂh

fthe inifial application

mﬂmlbedlsdwsaispmnfmmmmx

specific

the List of Pro Bono Legal Service Providers Optionzl Form EOIR-56

Artach additional sheats if necessary.
Alien Number of Court Hoursof  Dates Service Name and EOIR Registration Num Frovide information.
Individual(s) Represented Location Service Provided of Representative (if available)
. to,
- to,
® applicant approved will be subject to discipl
J— fo disclosed 1 the
- to,
- to,
_ o For more
- to,
Section B
For more information about the List of Pro Bono Legal Service Providers Optionsl Form EOR-56
i usti Vegir probono’ hm Rev. (Month/Year)

visit: Bt W, justice. pov/eoir probona/ probong.iom Rev. (Month/Yesr)
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Providers approved to be on the
List of Free Legal Service Providers (LFLSP)

before November 30, 2015, effective date of final rule
8 CFR § 1003.63(e)

Follow application process as if new applicant except:

e Attorneys on current LFLSP
Must file new application within 6 months of effective
date of rule or before May 30, 2016 or name will be
removed from the quarterly List published in July 2016

* QOrganizations and bar associations on current LFLSP
Must file within 1 year of effective date of rule or
before November 30, 2016 or name will be removed
from the quarterly List published in January 2017

List of Pro Bono
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Application Due Dates = at least 60 days In

advance of next quarterly update
8 CFR § 1003.63(a)

 Not later than February 1, 2016 for April 2016 Quarterly
Update

* Not later than May 2, 2016 for July 2016 Quarterly Update

* Not later than August 2, 2016 for October 2016 Quarterly
Update

* Not later than November 2, 2016 for January 2017 Quarterly
Update

List of Pro Bono
Legal Service Providers
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Public Notice and Comment
8 CFR § 1003.63(f)

« Names of applicants meeting qualifications for placement on the List will
be posted by EOIR each quarter for a period of at least 15 days

e Public comments and recommendations for approval or disapproval of
an application will be accepted within 30 days of the date of posting of
the names

« Commenter must include name and address; comments and
recommendations will be accepted electronically through EOIR’s
website or may be sent via regular mail with a proof of service on the
applicant.

o Applicants have 15 days from date of service or notification to respond
to comments, if they choose to

List of Pro Bono
Legal Service Providers
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Decisions
8 CFR § 1003.64

Prior to issuing a decision
 Director may request additional information from the
applicant to determine whether the applicant meets
the qualifications for placement on the List

Approvals and Denials
* Director will issue a written decision to approve or
deny the application, and send it to the address
provided by the applicant

Approved applications
e Applicant’s name will be included on the List at the
next quarterly update

List of Pro Bono
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Certification of Continuing Eligibility

8 CFR § 1003.64(b)(2)

-

Every 3 Years

o All approved providers must certify continuing eligibility
to provide pro bono legal services every 3 years from the
date of approval, that is 3 years from the first day of the
month the provider was placed on the List.

List of Pro Bono
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Office of the Director

How to certify continuing eligibility
8 CFR § 1003.64(b)(2)

All providers (organizations, pro bono referral services and attorneys) must
submit Form EOIR-56 or a declaration under penalty of perjury stating that
the provider remains qualified to be included on the List

» Attorneys and Organizations also must include:

Alien registration numbers of clients in whose cases the provider
rendered pro bono legal services representing at least 50 hours
annually in each immigration court listed since last approval

* QOrganizations also must include:

Name(s), and, if available, the EOIR registration number(s) of the
attorney(s) or representative(s) who provided the pro bono legal
services

List of Pro Bono
Legal Service Providers
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Duty to report changes

8 CFR § 1003.66
Providers are required to notify OLAP within 10 business days:
* In changes to contact information (address, telephone number, etc.)
* In eligibility under § 1003.62 (such as loss of recognition or non-
profit status, organization no longer has an attorney or accredited

representative on staff, attorney is disbarred or suspended, or
provider is no longer able to provide pro bono legal services)

» Inspecific limitations to providing pro bono legal services

List of Pro Bono
Legal Service Providers
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Electronic filings and communications

* The regulations allow for the Director to permit prospective
and current providers to submit a wide range of documents
electronically in the future as EOIR develops technology to
manage and implement the List.

List of Pro Bono
Legal Service Providers



QUESTIONS REGARDING THE PRO BONO LIST?
Steven Lang, Director, Office of Legal Access Programs
Robert Dooley, Pro Bono List Administrator
WwWW.justice.gov/eoir/probono/probono.htm
ProBono.List. Admin@usdoj.gov
703-756-8020
GENERAL QUESTIONS FOR EOIR?

EngageWIthEOIR@USDOJ.GOV
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