
A Parent's Quick Reference Card 
Recognizing and Preventing Gang Involvement 

This quick reference guide provides common warning signs of gang 1nvolvement. 
but may not be all-encompassing. Parents should look for multiple signs to indicate 
possible gang involvement because some of these mdicators alone. such as clothes 

or musical preferences. are also common among youth not involved in gangs. 
Parents are encouraged to familiarize themselves with local gang symbols. seek help 
early, and consider contacting school personnel, local law enforcement, faith leaders, 

and community organizations for additional assistance. 

Warning Signs That Your Child May 
Be Involved with a Gang 



What Parents Can Do to Prevent 
Gang Involvement 

• Spend qual1ty t1me w1th 
your child 

• Get 111volved 111 your 
child's school act1vities 

• Be a pos1!1ve role 
rnoc:el and set the right 
example 

• Know your cl1ild s fr1ends 
and their families 

• Encourage good study 
hab1ts 

• Teach your ch1lcJ how to 
cope with peer pressure 

• Help your chrld develop 
good confliCt/resolution 
sk1lls !See www. 
safeyouth .org/scripts/ 
teens/conflict asp) 

• Encourage your child to 
part1c1pate in positive 
afterschool act1V1t1es 
w1th aduit superv1sion 
!recreation centers. 
organ1zed sports, youth 
groups) 

• Take act1on 111 your 
nei(Jhborhood !create a 
nei(Jhborhood allrance. 
report and remove 
graffiti) 

• falk wrtil vour ch,!d 
about the dangers ard 
consequer1ces of gang 
rnvolver:wnt. Let your 
child know that you 
don't want to see him 
or her hurt or arrested. 
Explarn to your chrld that 
he or she should NOT 

• Assoc1ate wrth gang 
merntJers 

• Attend part1es 
or soc1al events 
sponsored by gangs 

• Use hand signs. 
symbols. or language 
that rs mean1ngful to 
gangs 

• Wear clothrng. 
1ncludrng specific 
colors. whrch may 
have rnean111g to 
gangs rn your area 

To obtain details on COPS programs, call the 
COPS Office Response Center at 800.421.6770 
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"If your employer, church, parent's organization, or other community group would 
like a presentation on gang involvement prevention for parents and others who work 

with young people, please contact South Florida PSN c/o 
US Attorney's Office LECC coordinator, (305) 961-9001. • 


