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POLICE OFFICER ARRESTED FOR FALSELY CLAIMING SILVER STAR 
MILITARY DECORATION AND FOR LYING TO FEDERAL AGENTS 

SACRAMENTO, Calif.—Acting United States Attorney Lawrence G. Brown announced 
today that ERIC GENE PIOTROWSKI, 41, of Elk Grove, Calif., was arrested this morning for 
misdemeanor and felony criminal offenses related to falsely claiming he was awarded a Silver 
Star military decoration and for lying to federal agents. 

This case is the product of an extensive investigation by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, with the cooperation of the California Department of Veterans Affairs. 

According to Assistant United States Attorney Michelle Rodriguez, who is prosecuting 
the case, PIOTROWSKI, is charged with claiming that he was awarded a Silver Star for 
“gallantry in action during combat operations against hostile forces” in Operation Desert Storm. 
Specifically, PIOTROWSKI falsely claimed that in 1991 during an Iraqi counter-attack in 
Operation Desert Storm, “He exposed himself to direct enemy fire while providing suppressive 
fires to cover anti-tank team, which was maneuvering to destroy an Iraqi T-62 tank.” 

The complaint alleges that PIOTROWSKI did not see military action in Operation Desert 
Storm, and that he purchased the Silver Star Citation and medal via the Internet. Under false 
pretenses, on December 1, 2007, PIOTROWSKI was formally recognized for the Silver Star by 
the Undersecretary for the California Department of Veterans Affairs. PIOTROWSKI is 
currently employed by the California Exposition Center Police Department. 

PIOTROWSKI made an initial appearance before U.S. Magistrate Judge Dale A. Drozd 
today. 
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