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APFIDAVIT

I, Bula J. Toca, being duly sworn, hereby depose and state:

1. I am a Postal Inspector with the United States Postal
Inspection Service, Los Angeles Division, Los Angeles,
California, and have been so employed for over three years. I am
currently a member of the Dangerous Mail Investigations Team
where I have been assigned for over three years. I am
responsible for investigating violations of law relating to the
mail, iﬁcluding mail bombs, bomb threats to damage or destroy
postal facilities, unknown suspicious substances/powder hoaxes
and suspicious mail matter.

2. This affidavit is made in support of a criminal
complaint against and arrest warrant for VERNON MUSTIN for
violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1716,
Mailing of Injurious Articles, and Title 18, United States
Code, Section 924(c¢) (1), Possession and Use of a
Destructive Device in Relation to a Crime of Violence.

3. This affidavit is being submitted for the limited
purpose of establishing probable cause in obtaining an arrest
warrant for VERMON MUSTIN. Therefore, I have not set forth each
and every fact that I have learned during the course of this

investigation.



PROBABLE CAUSE

4. On September 8, 2009, I learned through other Postal
Inspectors and confirmed through an Inspection Service Report
that Postal Inspectors were responding to a possible Improvised
Explosive Device (IED) received by a postal customer at the 100
block of North Valley ©Caks Driwve, Visalia, CA 93292. Initial
reports indicated that a postal customer had received a parcel in
his box of a Neighborhood Delivery Collection Box Unit (NDCBU)
and when he opened it, it exploded and caused burns on his arms.

5. I have been involved in this investigation since the
initial report of the incident on September 8, 2009. Over the
course of the investigation, I have spoken to a number of Postal
Inspectors, I have read numerous reports provided by Inspectors
and other law enforcement officers and I have performed research
regarding and spoken to subjects involved with the incident.
Through these sources, I have learned the following:

6. The actual address where the IED exploded was 116 North

Valley Oaks Drive, Visalia, CA. Postal Inspectors Raul Pina,
Ralph Perez, Robert Drapex, Glenn Fiene, Justin Moore, Frank
Ducar and James Walsh responded to Visalia, CA. Members of the
Visalia Police Department were also on scene.

7. Inspector Moore, who responded from Bakersfield, CA,
interviewed the letter carrier who delivered the parcel
containing the IED. Inspector Moore related the following

information regarding the letter carrier:



a. U.5. Postal Letter Carrier Ray Hopper told
Inspector Moore that he initially placed the parcel in a parcel
locker lccated next to the community mail box which served the
various businesses at this location.

b. As the letter carrier placed the letter mail in
the various compartments, the receptionist for Cal Air (Leticia
Valencia Arteaga) came to the mailbeox to retrieve the mail for
the business.

c. The letter carrier stated that he handed the
letter mail to the receptionist and then retrieved the parcel
from the parcel locker and handed it to the receptionist.

8. Inspector Moore stated the receptionist left the scene
after being interviewed by Visalia Police Department Detectives.
Inspector Moore stated that the receptionist, Leticia Valencia
Arteaga, told detectives the following:

a. The mailman handed her a parcel addressed to
Aaron’s Air and Heating along with the letter mail for the
business.

b. She returned to the office and gave this parcel
to Aaron Mustin.

C. It is the business practice at their office for
her to open all letters while she turns all parcels over to
Aaron or Dan Mustin, who own and operate the business.

d. Mustin went into the adjoining office with this

parcel.



e. A few moments later there was a flash and loud
noise from the room Aaron Mustin had entered.
f. She entered the room and observed that Mustin had

been injured and immediately called 911.

9. Inspector Moore stated Aaron Mustin had been
transported to the local hospital.

10. Inspector Ducar spoke with a bomb technician from the
Visalia Police Department who stated the device consisted of
several PVC pipes with end caps, that only one of the pipes
partially detonated and that four other pipes of the IED were
still intact. Inspector Ducar was also told that the pipes had
been removed and were currently in the “bomb bucket” for
transport to the Visalia Police Department range where they would
be rendered safe.

11. Inspector Ducar entered the crime scene area and
observed that most of the package the IED was mailed in was still
intact.

iz. Inspector Ducar observed ten one dollar “Wisdom”
stamps in the upper right corner with a “$0.00” meter-strip
located below the stamps.

13. Inspector Ducar made note of the meter-strip number
and the date, Sept 04, 20009.

14. Inspector Ducar noted the parcel bore a return
address of “HP”, 8000 Foothills Boulevard, Roseville, California

95747.



15. Inspector Ducar contacted Postal Inspector Dave
Guerra and provided him with the meter-strip number. Inspector
Guerra called him back a few minutes later and told him this
meter number was assigned to a Postal Contract Station located
inside the Bel Air Market at 4008 Foothills Boulevard, Roseville,
California.

16. Inspector Ducar contacted Postal Inspector Robert
Stevens in Sacramento, California and requested that an Inspector
be sent to this location. Inspector Stevens told him that he
would be sending Postal Inspector Patrick Mahoney to the Bel Air
Market.

17. While on scene, Inspector Pina spoke to James Potts,
Senior I.D. Technician for the Visalia Police Department and
learned that he was primarily responsible for conducting the
crime scene processing. He took crime scene photographs. He
also took possession of the evidence. The evidence was then
transferred te Inspector Moore. This included the four pipe
bombs that had been rendered safe by the Visalia Police
Department Bomb Squad. According to the Visalia Police
Department Bomb Squad report and Bomb Squad Commander Steven
Phillips, the pipe bombs consisted of an unknown type of black
powder (similar to smokeless powder), .22 rounds and PVC. James
Potts later provided Inspector Pina with a copy of the crime
scene photographs taken earlier that day.

18. While on scene, Inspector Pina determined that the

package was addressed to Aaron’s Air and Heating, 120 North
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Valley Oaks Drive, Visalia, CA 832%2. Inspector Pina later found
out that the name Dan Mustin was part of the addressee
information affixed to the package. Inspector Pina also learned
that the business name was actually Cal Air Cooling and Heating
and that the business had recently relocated from 120 North
Valley Oaks Drive, Visalia, California to the new address of 116
North Valley Oaks Drive, Visalia, California.

19. On September 8, 200%, Inspector Mahoney related the
following regarding his follow-up investigation conducted at the
Bel Air Market:

a. Based on the date of the meter-strip, the package
could have been mailed on either September 3, 2009, or September
4, 2009, because the postal contract station changes the date on
their meter after the letter carrier picks up his last collection
there. Therefore, all mail collected by the Bel Air Market on
September 3, 2009, after the last collection would be dated
September 4, 2009.

b. There were a total of three packages that were mailed
on September 3, 2009 or September 4, 2009 with a “$0.00” meter
strip.

c. He reviewed the video surveillance tape at the Bel Air
Market in an attempt to identify the mailer of the package and
obtained one of the three photographs.

20. On September 8, 2009, Inspector Mahoney e-mailed me
the photograph he cbtained. The photograph depicts a white

female adult carrying a package. I compared the photograph of
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the female carrying the package to the crime scene photographs of
the package used to mail the IED. Based on my comparison, it
appeared that the female in the surveillance photograph may have
been carrying the package containing the IED.

21. On September 9, 2009, Inspectors Fiene and Pina
interviewed Aaron Mustin. Inspector Pina also took Aaron
Mustin’s written statement. Aaron Mustin stated the following
regarding the incident in gquestion:

a. He returned from a service call at about 11:20 a.m.

b. He saw a postal package that was placed on the desk in

the back office.

c. He continued working on the caller id system for a few
minutes.

d. The package was addressed to Dan Mustin.

e. The business had just moved three weeks ago from 120

North Valley Oaks Drive to 116 North Valley.Oaks Drive.

£, In the past, there was an advertisement for the
business under the name of Raron’s Air Conditiening and that the
name would alse be found with a Google internet search.

g- He went on to explain that the business name Aaron's
Air Conditioning was used so it would be the first listing in the
phone book under “Air Conditioning.”

h. The city of Visalia stopped Cal Air from using and
advertising with this business name since it was not their

officially registered business name.



i. He picked up the package and placed it in the other
office chair in the northwest corner of the coffice, which is a
computer work station normally used by his father, Dan Mustin.

J. With the back of the chair facing the computer, he
opened the package.

k. At the time he opened the package, he was sitting in
his office chair.

1. After he opened the outside box, he began removing
bubble wrap.

m. He observed that the plastic tackle box inside the

package was very well wrapped and could not shift during

transportation.
n. The tackle box appeared to be new, clean and shiny.
o. He opened the tackle box while it was still inside the

shipping box.

- He saw four three quarter inch PVC pipes each about a
foot long.

q. There appeared to be PVC end caps on the ends.

r. Bbout the time he opened the tackle box; he also

reached in and pulled on one of the pipes.
s. About that time, there was a bright light and a large
single pop.
t. He pushed back in his chair away from the explosion.
u. " He yelled pipe bomb.
V. He yelled again and the secretary, Leticia Valencia

Arteaga, came in.



Ww. He told her to lock at him because he was in a state
¢f shock.

X. She told him that he looked ok and they both left the
building.

' He was driven to the hospital by Leticia Valencia
Arteaga, who had called 911.

22. I later saw photos of the injuries caused by the
exploesion. Aaron Mustin appeared to have flash burns and cuts on
his right arm, left hand, and face.

23. On September 10, 2003, Postal Inspectors Fiene and
Pina went to the Vernon Station Post Office in Roseville,
California to show the letter carriers a copy of the surveillance
photograph of the person believed to have mailed the subject
parcel. The copy of the photograph was shown to the letter
carriers during a stand-up talk.

24. Approximately 30 minutes later, Inspector Pina
received a telephone call from Union Steward Nicole Vincent of
the Vernon Station Post Office. 8She said that one of the
employees thought she knew the person in the photograph.
Inspectors Figne and Pina met with Nicole Vincent and Rural
Carrier Shawna Amarc. Shawna Amaroc said that the person in the
photograph looked like a woman she met at a place where she
boards her horse. Shawna Bmaro did not know her name but said
that the lady lived at 4042 Kenwood Way, Roseville, California.
With Inspectors present, Nicole Vincent called the post office.

She spoke to Letter Carrier Andrew Garber, who delivers mail to
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4042 Kenwood Way, Roseville, California. She said that Andrew
Garber told her that mail at that address is received for the
last name of Coty. Inspector Fiene contacted me and requested
that I check law enforcement databases to find out who resides at
4042 Kenwood Way, Roseville, California. The databases showed a
Dorothy and Yvonne Coty at this residence. Inspector Fiene said
the name “Yvonne” in front of Nicole Vincent and Shawna Amaro.
When he said this name, Shawna Amaro said “that’s the name.”

25. On September 10, 2009, Inspectors Fiene and Pina
interviewed Yvonne Coty at 4042 Kenwood Way, Roseville,
California. Yvonne Coty alsoc provided a sworn written
statement. Prior to the interview, I learned that Yvonne Coty
operates an online re-mailing service called “Spnail Mail Remail
Service.” She told Inspectors the following:

a. She confirmed that she owns and operates the website
“Snail Mail Remail Service.”

b. This service is used by customers as a way to
communicate through the U.S. Mail without the addressees learning
where the mailer lives.

C. The customers using Snail Mail Remail Service prepare
mail for the intended addressees as they would when mailing any
other piece of mail.

d. The customers affix the apprepriate amount of postage,
address the letter or parcel, and then mail it to Snail Mail
Remail Service at the 4042 Kenwood Way address in another

envelope or parcel.
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e. Upon receipt of the mail, she removes the outer
mailing envelope or wrapper, and then takes the inner piece of
mail to a postal facility or contract station for mailing.

f. The reason for going through this process is to give
the sender a means to have a postmark printed on the mail other
than the postmark of the sender’s origin.

g. She charges two dollars for re-mailing each piece of
mail.

h. The majilers are to enclose the money or money orders
in the mailing to her.

i. The customers usually enclose a “print and send” form

from the Snail Mail Remail Service website.

3. The form is used as an invoice.

k. She dees not open any of the mall she re-mails.

1. She remembered mailing a parcel the previous week.
m. She remembered that the parcel was going to a U.S.

destination; the return address was from “HP” in Roseville,
California; there were two rows of stamps totaling approximately
eight dollars; it was wrapped in brown paper; and she sent it
using Priority Mail service, because there was enough postage on
it to cover the cost of Priority Mail service.

n. This was the only parcel she has re-mailed in the past
year.

o. There was also ten dollars in cash and a handwritten

note on the “print and send” form that indicated five dollars was
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for the re—mailing service and the remaining five dollars was a
tip.
p- She prebably threw away the outer wrapping with the

handwritten note in last week'’s trash.

g. She received a few telephone calls prior to receiving
the parcel.
r. One call was from a woman she said sounded frightened

about getting contacted by her ex-husband who was getting out of
jail.

s. The woman wanted to know how secure the Snail Mail
Remail Service was in protecting identities of mailers.

t. She also received two phone calls from men also
inquiring about the anonymity of the Snail Mail Remail Service
and how the re-mail service worked.

u. She did not know if these calls were related to the
parcel in question.

V. She had no knowledge of the contents of the mailing.

26. Yvonne Coty was shown copies of crime scene
photographs of the packaging for the IED in question. She said
the return address of HP, 8000 Foothills Blvd., Roseville, CA
85747-6588 looked like the return address on the package she
mailed at the Bel Air Market recently. She did not remember if
the addressee information, Aaron’s Air and Heating, 120 N. Valley
Oaks Dr., Visalia, CA 93292, was on the package she mailed but
that the city looked familiar. She looked at the two rows of

stamps and said that this looked like it could be the stamp
12



section of the package she sent. She identified herself in the
surveillance photograph carrying a package and said it was hex
carrying the only package she had sent for a long time for the
re-mail service.

27. On September 11, 2009 a search warrant was executed at
the residence of Yvonne Coty at 4042 Kenwood Way, Roseville,
California for evidence of violation of Title 18, United States
Code, Section 1716, Mailing of Injurious Articles.

28. During the execution of the search warrant, Inspector
Joe Bennett spoke to Layne Evans, boyfriend of Yvonne Coty.
Inspector Bennett related the following:

a. He asked Layne Evans who hosts the Snail Mail Remail
Service website.

b. Layne Evans told him that he (Evans) hosts the website
on his web server which is in Texas.

c. He asked Layne Evans if he could provide the customer
logs from the web server that he manages for the Snail Mail
Remail Service website.

d. Layne Evans agreed to provide this information.

29. 1Inspector Bennett stated that the logs would provide
Internet Protocol (IP) addresses for all customers that would
have accessed the Snail Mail Remail Service website and the time
and date that it was accessed.

30. Later in the day on September 11, 2003, Layne Evans
contacted inspectors stating that he got the logs from the web

server and that he put them on a compact disk. On September 14,
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2009, the compact disk arrived in Los Angeles via the United
States Mail. The information from the compact disk was provided
to Inspector Brian Bone who was going to analyze it.

31. On September 18, 2009, Robert Moberley, Senior
Forensic Chemist of the Forensic Laboratory Services provided
preliminary list of components recovered from the improvised
explosive device. The evidence had been previously submitted on
September 9, 20038 to the United States Postal Serwvice Forensic
Laborateory by Inspectors Draper and Moore. The list included the
following items:

a. Approximately 15 inch by 12 inch by 10 inch single
wall corrugated Ready Post mailing carton.

b. Ten United States Postal Service one dellar Wisdom,
Rockefeller Center, WNew York City, 2003 self-adhesive stamps.

c. Contract Postal Unit United States Postage $0.00 strip

d. Mailing label with black printing on approximately 2 %
inch by 1 % inch white paper product bearing: Dan Mustin, Aaron’s
Air & Heating, 120 N. Valley Oaks Dr., Visalia, CA 93292.

e. Mailing label with black printing on what appears to be
approximately 3 % inch by 2 inch white (perforated) business card
stock bearing the following information: HP, 8000 Foothills
Blvd., Roseville, CA 95747-6588.

f. Two inch nominal width clear colorless plastic
packaging tape (ends bear serration indicative of a dispenser

with cutter blade).
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g- 1 7/8 inch wide Priority Mail white plastic packaging
tape (Label 106A, May 2008).

h. Two inch nominal width foil tape (aluminum appearance
foil with clear adhesive).

i. Plastic tool/tackle box approximately fourteen inch
by eight inch by seven inch with a marocon colored top with light
grey handle and light grey bottom with the remaining labeling
inside the bottom of box of Model 6102, Plano Meldin.

j. One inch Genova brand flat-crown PVC end cap with
approximately a 1/8 inch hole drilled through the crown.

k. 3/4 inch Genova brand flat crown end caps.

1. PVC plastic fragment exhibiting a right angle bend
labeled “Spears %."

m. 3/4 inch nominal internal diameter PVC pipe.-

n. Cresline brand 3/4 inch internal diameter PVC pipe

(pipe bore labeling “Cresline PVC SCH 40 - 480 PSI PR Water at

73°F PVC.”
o. .22 long rifle Federal brand lead bullet cartridges.
P- Pyrodex, a black powder substitute (identified in the

loose powder in the garbage can and one of the RSP pipes).

g. Pre-perforated bubble wrap approximately 12 inch wide
roll with approximately 1 inch diameter by 5/16 inch height
circular pillows.

r. Pre-perforated bubble wrap approximately 12 inch wide
roll with approximately 3/8 inch diameter by 3/16 inch height

circular pillows.

15



s. Yellow celored rubber band fragments approximately
1/16 inch wide by 1/32 inch thickness by 4 5/8 inch long
{reconstructed 1 ¥ inch circular diameter).

t. Putty colored rubber band fragments approximately 1/8
inch wide by 1/32 inch thickness by 6 ¥ inch long (reconstructed
2 inch circular diameter).

u. 1 inch (2 penny) by 1/16 inch diameter brown coated

ring shank nail (e.g. paneling nail).

. 1/2 inch long by 5/32 inch diameter round head bolt.
W. 3/16 inch wide white plastic wire tie (zip tie)
X. Brown twine.

Y. White string.

z. Steel washer, approximately 11/16 inch outer diameter
with a 5/16 inch diameter hole.

32. In addition to this list, there was a note at the
bottom of the list from Bonnie Beal, Ferensic Document Examiner.
In the note, she sald that during a search Inspectors need to
logk for all rubber stamps that have the same address as on the
mailing labels; all changeable rubber stamps as the information
can be changed in between uses; business card stock; and labels.
She also provided a written report in which she recommends that
Inspectors recover all hand stamps and accessories, inks, card
stock, label stock, printers and known handwriting and submit it
to the laboratory for comparison examinations.

33. On September 21, 2009, Yvonne Coty contacted

Inspectors and said that she found the paper (print and send
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form) that was sent with the package in guestion. She said she
found it in her purse. On September 24, 2009, the form was
delivered to the Los Angeles Division Inspectors. The form is a
one page document with the heading “Remail - Letters.com.” Below
that are the words “Sacramento California.” The top of the form
states that it is an order form with the instructions to print
and send with your letter and two dollars. The form appears to
be a pre-populated form with sections to be filled out by the
sender. Near the bottom of the form are instructions to mail
this order form to “Yvonne — SMRS 4042 Kenwood Way Roseville, CA
95747." The contents of the form are handwritten and state that
the item was a “package” to be remailed from “Sac” for the price
of %5%,00.” The sender also indicated that they were including a
“tip” bringing the total enclosed to ten dollars. At the bottom
of the form is the website where the form was printed and the

date it was printed: http://www.remail-letters.com/order/sac—

v.htm and “7/12/2008."

34. On October 5, 2009, after analyzing the information on
the compact disk provided by Layne Evans, Inspector Brian Bone
provided a list of all the IP addresses that had accessed the
Snail Mail Remail Service website. Inspector Bone narrowed his
search to the IP addresses which attempted to access the uniform

resource locator (url) http://www.remail—letters,com/order/sac-

v.htm which is associated with the “print and send” form from
the Snail Mail Remail Service website. Upon review of the list

provided by Inspector Bone, two IP addresses accessed the “print
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and send” form on July 12, 2009. One of the IP addresseé was
64.149.47.152. Further analysis found that the IP address of
64.149.42.152 accessed pages associated with the Snail Mail
Remail Service website on July 13, 2009, and July 19, 2003.

35. On October 6, 2009, a Grand Jury Subpoena was obtained
for IP Address 64.149.42.152. On the same day, the subpoenaed
records from AT&T Internet Services were received. Per the
subpoenaed records, on July 12, 2008, IP Address 64.1492.42.152

was assigned to the user name vernonmustin@sbcglobal.net. The

records provided indicate that the customer named on the account
is Betty Mustin with a service address of 19133 U.S. Highway 271,
Leflore County, OK 74959. The master member id is vernonmustin
with a domain of sbcglobal.net. There are two additional member
ids for dalemustin and betty.mustin with a domain of
sbeglobal.net.

36. On October 7, 2009, Inspector Fiene spoke toALetter
Carrier Junnell Hall to determine who receives mail at the 19133
U.S. Highway 271, 74959. Inspector Fiene said that Junnell Hall
told him that she delivers mail to Betty Mustin and VERNON MUSTIN
at that address.

37. ©On October 7, 2009, Inspector Pina interviewed Dan
Mustin, intended victim, via telephone. Dan Mustin stated that
his brother, VERNON DALE MUSTIN, lives in Spiro, Oklahoma with
their mother, Betty Lou Mustin. Dan Mustin said he has net seen
his brother in three years. Dan Mustin said he does not talk

much to VERNON MUSTIN because they went down different paths.
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Dan Mustin said that VERNON MUSTIN is not overly ambitious and
that they do not have a lot in common. However, he said there
are no hard feelings between the two and that they are not on bad
terms.

38. On October 12, 2009, federal agents executed a federal
search warrant at 19133 U.S. Highway 271, Spiro, OK. Inspectors
confirmed this is the residence of Betty Mustin and VERNON
MUSTIN.

39. On October 14, 2009, Inspector Pina told me the
following:

a. On October 14, 2009, while he was reviewing the evidence
recovered at the residence, he noted that Inspector Albert Chapa
recovered a note from the lowgr drawer of the night stand in what
agents designated as Room E (RM Ej. The note stated: “If I get
murdered Dan Mustin had it done. He hires thugs through George
Mustin.”

b. He had previocusly interviewed Betty Mustin and she
identified RM E as belonging to VERNON MUSTIN.

40. On October 14, 2009, Inspector Bone told me the
following:

a. An initial forensic review of a computer recovered
during the execution of the search warrant at the residence of
VERNON MUSTIN in Spiro, OK yielded several uniform resource
locators (URL) pertaining to the public United States Postal

Service (USPS) website, www.usps.com. On or about July 31, 2003,

the computer was utilized to access the USPS online domestic
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postage calculator. Based upon an analysis of URLs, it yielded
data showing that a subject using this computer conducted a
search for postage prices for a large package, weighing 6 pounds,
to be sent from zip code 95747 to 93292. 1In addition, the
subject #ddded a package length of 15 inches, height of 12 inches,
and width of 10 inches. It is noted that the sending zip cede of
95747 is Roseville, CA and the destination zip code of 93292 is
Visalia, CA. A subsequent review of information about the IED
received from the USPIS Forensic Lab showed that the IED package
mailed to Dan Mustin had the approximate dimensions of 15 by 12
by 10.

b. Further forensic review found that on or about August
1, 2009, the same computer in question was again utilized to
access the USPS online domestic postage calculator. At this
time, the analysis of related URLs showed that a subject using
this computer conducted a search for postage prices for a large
package, weighing 6 pounds, to be sent from zip code 74959 to
95678. In addition, the subject added a package length of 15
inches, height of 11 inches, and width of 12 inches. It is noted
that the sending zip code of 74959 is Spiro, OK and the
destination zip code of 95678 is a Roseville, CA zip code.

41. According to Inspector Pina, Betty Mustin, VERNON
MUSTIN’s mother, was also interviewed at the time of the
exXecution of the search warrant. Betty Mustin indicated that she

does not use the computer.

20



42. Based on the foregoing and my training and experience,
I believe there is probable cause to believe that violations of
Title 18, United State Code, Section 1716, Mailing of Injurious
Articles, and Title 18, United States Code, Section 9z4{c) (1),
Possession and Use of a Destructive Device in Relation to a Crime

of Violence, were committed by VERNON MUSTIN.

43. Because this is an ongoing investigation, it is
reguested that this affidavit be sealed until further order of
the Court.

2¢LQ£LC;). <3AD€1¢Lﬁ

Eula J. Aoca
Postal Iespector
U.S. Postal Inspection Service

Subscribed and sworn before me this 14" day of

October, 2009. //jzggi;_—#‘

GARY ’(S’/ISU?[' IN
Unitedt”States Magistrate Judge
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