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NEWS RELEASE SUMMARY  - August 28, 2009 

United States Attorney Karen P. Hewitt announced that Dr. Clifford J. Wolf was sentenced today in 

federal court in San Diego by the Honorable William Q. Hayes to serve five months in custody and five 

months home detention and pay a $5,000 fine based on Wolf’s conviction for one count of health care fraud. 

Wolf pled guilty on May 28, 2009. 

According to Assistant United States Attorney Rebecca S. Kanter, who prosecuted the case, Wolf is 

a podiatrist with a primary office in Poway, California, who treated patients throughout San Diego County 

and was an approved Medicare provider. According to court documents, since at least 1999, Wolf engaged 

in a scheme to defraud Medicare by billing multiple times for surgical procedures called “incision and 

drainage” services that he did not perform for his patients, when instead he merely trimmed and filed the 

beneficiaries’ toenails. Wolfe fabricated progress notes in the patients’ charts in an effort to have the records 

and diagnoses correspond to the services billed so that he could get paid. 



  

 

As part of his guilty plea, Wolf pled guilty to count one of the fourteen-count indictment and admitted 

that he knowingly and willfully defrauded Medicare of approximately $66,347 from January 1, 2003 through 

December 31, 2006.  Wolf has paid that amount in restitution to the Medicare program prior to today’s 

sentencing. 

United States Attorney Hewitt also announced that the United States filed a civil lawsuit today in U.S. 

District Court in San Diego against Wolf and his business, Wolf Podiatry Corporation, alleging violations 

of the False Claims Act.  The False Claims Act provides that anyone who submits a false claim is liable for 

three times the monetary amount the government has been damaged and for penalties of $5,500 to $11,000 

for each false claim submitted to the government.  Assistant U.S. Attorney Joseph P. Price, Jr. is handling the 

government’s civil lawsuit against Wolf and Wolf Podiatry Corporation, Case Number 09cv1875JLS RBB. 

The criminal case resulted from a cooperative investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

and Department of Health and Human Services, Office of the Inspector General. 

DEFENDANT Criminal Case No. 08-CR-1542-WQH 

Clifford J. Wolf 

SUMMARY OF CHARGE 

Count One - Title 18, United States Code, Section 1347 - Health Care Fraud 
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