
 

 

METH 

 Law enforcement, prosecu-
tors, and others continue to fight a 
battle against methamphetamine 
manufacture and use in our District. 
We are not alone.  This is a problem 
throughout our nation.  Just when 
we think we have a handle on this 
problem, it rears its ugly head again. 
We must renew and increase our ef-
forts to combat this deadly enemy. 

 Meth is not only a problem 
for the user, but also for others. 

 As you can imagine, all the 
toxic chemicals used in the meth 
manufacturing process take a toll on 
the environment.  Every pound of 
meth made can generate up to five 
pounds of toxic waste that may seep 
into the soil and groundwater.  The 
manufacturing process also gener-
ates toxic fumes.  These fumes can 
severely harm anyone exposed to 
them.  Meth labs also generate 
highly explosive gases. 

 Meth also has a very serious 
impact on children.  Many children 
are rescued from homes with meth 
labs or meth-using parents.  Meth, 
chemicals, and syringes are all within 
reach of these children.  Parents high 
on meth neglect their children; and 
the mental, physical, and emotional 
consequences for these drug-
endangered children are often se-
vere. 

 Millions of our tax dollars are 
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spent each year to clean up meth 
labs, to care for drug-endangered 
children, and to pay for law enforce-
ment to deal with the meth prob-
lem. 

 Our office is co-sponsoring 
two important events concerning 
meth. 

 The first event is the South-
ern Illinois Methamphetamine and 
Other Drugs Awareness Conference 
to be held at John A. Logan College 
in Carterville on April 21 and 22.  
This is a great program for law en-
forcement, prosecutors, health care 
professionals, social workers, educa-
tors, and others who want to in-
crease their knowledge of the prob-
lem and participate in the search for 
a solution.  If you plan to attend you 
must preregister by April 13 at 
www.jalc.edu./cbi or call 618-985-
2828. 

 The second event is the 4th 
Annual Metro-East Meth and Other 
Drugs Conference to be held at the 
National Shrine of Our Lady of the 
Snows in Belleville on April 29 and 
30.  Registration deadline is April 22. 
You may register by calling 618-346-
3616. 

 I attended both these events 
last year and was impressed by the 
quality of these programs.  I urge 
you to attend and become part of 
the solution to this terrible problem.  
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 LECC Activities  

March 13 and April 2, 2009:  LECC Ron Shownes coordinated two different presentations for Special Agents 
from the Union Pacific Railroad Police.  The LECC made a presentation on the Anti-Terrorism Infrastructure 
Issue for the railroad and Assistant United States Attorneys Andrew R. Simonson and James E. Crowe, III,  
both gave a presentation on search and seizure pertaining to railroad police and theft from interstate com-
merce. 

 

 

 

March 31, 2009:  LECC Ron Shownes helped coordinate and participated in Operation Kid Safe along with 

Agents Christopher Williams and Derek Davis of the United States Secret Service, Agent Kim Singer of the IRS, 
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nois College outside Harrisburg, Illinois.  During the child fair we were able to fingerprint and photograph 140 

children. 

 

 

 

 

AUSA James E. Crowe, III (left) and AUSA Andrew R. Simonson (right) give presentations on search and seizure. 

Operation Kid Safe was held at Southeastern Illinois College.  Fingerprinting and photographing were offered. 


