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A Message from the U.S. Attorney
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Intelligence Advisory

Anti-Terrorism Advisory Council

Government officials have been quietly
stepping up counteterror efforts out of a
growing concern that al Qaeda or similar organi-
zations might try to capitalize on the spate of
extremely highprofile events in the coming
months. Security experts point to next month's
Olympics as evidence that highofile events
attract threats of terrorism, like the one issued
this past weekend by a Chinese Muslim minority
group that warned of its intent to attack the
games. Antterror officials in the U.S. cite this
summer and fall's lineup of two major political
parties' conventions, November's general elec-
tion and months of transition into a new presi-
dential administration as cause for heightened
awareness and action.

This is why the Department of Homeland
Security is quietly declaring a Period of Height-
ened Alert, or POHA, a time frame when terror-
ists may have more incentive to attack. Accord-
ing to drafts of government memos, the period
would run roughly from this August through July
2009. During this time, homeland security ana-

lysts will be asked to redouble efforts to study
terrorism leads. And a number of agencies will
be asked to review emergency response plans
to a variety of attacks, from improvised explo-
sive devices (IEDs) to biological weapons. Offi-
cials also are being asked to make sure they are
prepared for all contingencies during the transi-
tion from the Bush administration to that of the
next president. At the moment, the nation's
public threat level will remain at yellow, or
"elevated," but not orange, or "high." While
there is no specific threat, the U.S. government
is stepping up ardierror efforts in advance of
numerous largescale events that could draw
the attention of terrorists. Government officials
point to the Sept. 11 attacks, which happened
just nine months into a new administration, and
the Madrid train bombings, which were carried
out just three days before Spain's 2004 general
election. They say history suggests a need to
take potential threats seriously- especially in
the very near future.

Source:Washington Timesand ABC News

Major upcoming events vulnerable to terror attacks
A timeline of major upcoming events that could be attractive

targets for terrorists:

Aug. 8-24 Olympics in Beijing

Aug. 25-29 Democratic MNational Convention in Denver

Sept. 1-5 Republican National Convention in St. Paul, Minn.

MNov. 4 U.S. presidential election

Jan. 20, 2009 Inauguration in Washington, D.C., and official

transition to new administration

http://www. washingtontimes.com/news/2008/jul/Z28/ major

-upcoming-events-vulnerable-to-terror-attacks/
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AUSA GEORGE NORWOOD
NAMED CHIEF OF CRIMINAL DIVISION

On August 20, 2008, United States Attorney Cox an-
nounced that he had named Assistant United States Attor-
ney George Norwood Chief of the Criminal Division.|
George has been an Assistant United States Attorney since
August 1998. His prior experience included serving for tw
years as a law clerk for a federal district court judge and§
three years at a law firm in Indianapolis, Indianapolis. He
graduated from Southern lllinois University School of Law ypiteq States Attorney Cox named Assistant
in 1992. He has been in the Benton office since joining the united States Attorney George Norwood as Chief
office in 1998. However, as Criminal Chief, his primary of-of the Criminal Division.
fice will be in Fairview Heights.

LECC Activities

By Ron Shownes, Law Enforcement Coordinator (LEC)

Here is information about events we are planning for the future. We have scheduled@ bné & O& 6
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with this conference. Proposed topics includeNational Center for Missing and Exploited Children; sex of-
fender registration and sex crimes; cyber scams ; laws and current legislation; identity theft; cyber bullying
bankrelated fraud; cell phone issues; copyrights and piracy; and educational resources for parents an
teachers.

We are conducting a training session on communication skills to maximize the law enforcement con
tact for the law enforcement agencies in Alexander County on August 21, 2008, at the Alexander Coul
House.
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focus on a wide range of topics dealing with child sexual abuséherenticement, and child pornography.
It will feature national and local experts in these ared&his is the % annual conferencepreviously hostedn
Wichita,KSKansas CityMO.and St. LouisMO.

This year, the USAO for the District of Nebraska is hosting the conference in Omaha, NE, at th
Doubletree Guest Suites on September1) 2008. More than 300 professionals attend this conference
each year, so please make your reservations ed&hone: 402397-5141 http://doubletreel.hilton.com/
en_US/dt/hotel/OMASCDDoubletreeGuestSuitesOmahaNebraska/index.do

On another note, from August 26 to 28, 2008, | will attend the National Advocacy Center and be in.
volved in a program that will bring together PSN and &#nhg Coordinators from every USAO, as well as LEC
Coordinators who are active in the violent crime initiatives in their district.
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LECC Activities, continued Paget

~ OPERATION SAFE KIDS |

The following is a letter sent by United States Attorney Cox about Operation Safe Kids at the DuQuoi
State Fair this year on August 22 and August 23, 2008. This program is designed to fingerprint children usi
the Livescan Child ID System. This is a great opportunity to help us help our kids. Please let your family &
friends know about this program. If you would like to help, please contact IRS Special Agent Kim Singer
618622-2162.

Dear Volunteer:

Operation Safe Kids fingerprinting events will be held at the lllinois State Fair at DuQuoin on
Friday, August 22" from 4pm - 8pm and Saturday, August 23 from 1pm - 4pm in the lllinois State Po-
lice Safety Education Tent. We are seeking volunteers from all federal agencies in our area to supple-
ment the state, county, and local law enforcement that have volunteered their services. We need your
help to make this important event a success.

The fingerprinting events are being planned by a committee of representatives from the United
States Secret Service, the Internal Revenue Service, Criminal Investigation Division, United States At-
torneybés Office, and various | ocal and state | av
Center for Missing and Exploited Children.

The Livescan Child I D system, provided by the
tion system which produces a biographical document containing a photograph, digitized, inkless finger-
prints and vital identification information. Parents receive the document for safekeeping, in the event of
a child abduction or disappearance.

Please consider distributing this request throughout your agency, and endorsing it as an outreach
event. We are also interested in any agency trinkets or safety brochures to hand out to the children and
their parents.

Interested volunteers can contact IRS Special Agent Kim Singer at 6¥®22-2162 or atkim-
berly.singer@ci.irs.gov Please ask volunteers to contact us by August 13, 2008, to allow time to coordi-
nate the effort.

This event is the second phase of Operation Safe Kids 2008. Our first phase in May 2008 was ex-
tremely successful in the Metro East area and we were able to fingerprint 750 children over two days,
thanks to the support and effort of local, county, state, and federal law enforcement. Please consider vol-
unteering again and making this event a success too. Thank you for your consideration of this worthy
event. This is an opportunity to continue to assist parents in protecting our children.

Very truly yours,

A. Courtney Cox

A. Courtney Cox
United States Attorney
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LECC Activities, continued

On June 19, 2008, the USAO sponsored a program on the Von Maur Mall shooting that took place c
December 5, 2007, in Omaha, Nebraska, where nine persons were killed. This program was part of the Cr
cal Incident Response Initiative we have partnered with county, state. and local law enforcement. Unitec
States Attorney Cox made opening remarks. The presenters were Detective Todd Kozelichki, who was on t
scene the day of the shooting, and Sgt. Teresa Negon, who acted as the Public Information Officer during tl

investigation and after the shooting.

Westroads — Von Maur
Shooling

Sgt. Teresa Negon, Omaha, Nebraska Police DepartmenDetective Todd Kozelichki of the Omaha, Nebraska Police
Public Information Officer at the time of the shooting Department, Lead Homicide Investigator for the mall shoot-

ing

The USAO awarded an Aangs Grant to the lllinois State Police to combat gang issues in the Metro
area. Part of that grant provided a Youth Camp for 53 youths from the Metro area. The following are photo:
from the graduation ceremony held on July 19, 2008, at the ISP, in Springfield, Illinois.



