
 

 

NATURALIZATION 

 One of the more pleasant du-
ties I am asked to perform is to assist 
with naturalization ceremonies in the 
District. These ceremonies, which are 
actually Court proceedings, occur 
several times during the year, both in 
Benton and East St. Louis. Due to the 
size of the crowds at these events, 
they are often held outside the 
Courthouse at various locations.  

 These ceremonies always in-
spire me to a greater appreciation 
and love for our country. I am always 
reminded that there is a long line to 
get into this country, while the line to 
get out is virtually non-existent. 
While most of us became citizens by 
simply being born here, many people 
work very hard for a long time to be-
come citizens of our great nation. 
They often have to overcome tre-
mendous obstacles to achieve the 
freedom our country offers, and they 
really appreciate what we often take 
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for granted. They know better than 
many of us that freedom is never 
free.  

 I am always pleased to see 
students in attendance at these 
events. Too often civics is over-
looked in our education system. 
Both parents and educators need to 
pay special attention to instilling in 
our young people a sense of the re-
sponsibility that comes with free-
dom. When addressing the new citi-
zens at these ceremonies, I try to 
remind them that while they now 
possess all the rights and privileges 
that go with American citizenship, 
they also now have the serious re-
sponsibilities of participating in the 
government, of being fully informed 
of the issues, of voicing their opin-
ions, and above all, voting. These 
are all important ideas for all citi-
zens, whether natural or natural-
ized, to remember.  
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       A. Courtney Cox 

From a recent naturalization ceremony, pic-
tured left to right are U.S. Attorney Cox, 
ISBA President Jack Carey, Asst. States Attor-
ney Emma Curtis, Magistrate Judge Clifford 
J. Proud, and U.S. Marshal Donald Slazinik. 

Pictured left to right are ISBA President Jack 
Carey, a new U.S. citizen, and Magistrate 
Judge Clifford J. Proud. 
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 LECC Activities 

 

 The LECC is doing three presentations on Law Enforcement Officers Flying Armed new policies and 
procedures on the following dates:  December 16, 2008, in Mt. Vernon, Illinois; January 7, 2009, at John A. 
[ƻƎŀƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΤ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мпΣ нллфΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ 

 On January 20 and 21, 2009, the LECC is making a presentation on Networking Conferences and 

Learning Modalities at the National Law Center Annual Conference in Orlando, Florida. 

 

 

Presentation by Law Enforce-

ment Coordinator Ron Show-

nes at Beck Area Career Center 

Law Enforcement Program in 

Monroe County on the Dis-

ǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 

Illinois on December 3, 2008. 

U. S. Attorney Cox congratulating Car-

bondale Police Chief Robert Ledbetter 

on his retirement effect this month.  

Chief Ledbetter has been a member of 

the Law Enforcement Coordinating  

Committee since 2002 and a charter 

member of the Anti-Terrorism Advi-

sory Council. 


