
 

 

PUBLIC CORRUPTION 

 Public corruption involves a 
breach of public trust and/or abuse 
of position by federal, state, or local 
officials and their private sector ac-
complices. By broad definition, a 
government official, whether 
elected, appointed or hired, may 
violate federal law when he/she 
asks, demands, solicits, accepts, or 
agrees to receive anything of value 
in return for being influenced in the 
performance of their official duties 
or embezzles, steals, or obtains by 
fraud property of a governmental 
entity. 

 Public corruption has un-
doubtedly been one of the most dis-
cussed topics in Illinois, if not the 
whole nation, during the past few 
months. As citizens in a self-
governing democracy, we all are re-
sponsible for being vigilant in holding 
public servants accountable.  

 Corruption by public officials 
and government employees tears at 
the very fabric of our form of govern-
ment. Corruption  can divert valuable 
and limited resources and assets 
from the good and vital work govern-
ment needs to do.  A democratic gov-
ernment can only  remain healthy if it 
is free from the corrosive effects of 
unethical and illegal activities by 
those charged with the public trust.  
There are, unfortunately, many spe-
cific examples in our own state to il-
lustrate this point.  
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 Excellent information about 
the evils of public corruption can be 
found on the FBI website at 
http://www.fbi.gov/hq/cid/pubcorr
upt/pubcorrupt.htm. I encourage 
you to visit this site and read this 
information.  

 If you have information 
about possible public corruption, I 
encourage you to contact the FBI, 
the Illinois State Police, or some 
other responsible authority and 
make a report, even if it is anony-
mous. You may wish to utilize  the 
Public Corruption Hotline at (877) 
U-TIP-OFF. You may also contact 
Deputy Criminal Chief/White Collar 
Chief Norm Smith at (618) 628-
3700.  Reporting corruption is your 
responsibility as a citizen. 

 The Office of United States 
Attorney takes the problem of pub-
lic corruption seriously. We are 
working closely with law enforce-
ment to vigorously pursue all infor-
mation we receive regarding public 
corruption and to act decisively 
when it is discovered. We need your 
ƘŜƭǇΦ !ǎ 9ŘƳǳƴŘ .ǳǊƪŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά!ƭƭ 
that is necessary for the  triumph of 
ŜǾƛƭ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŜƴ ǘƻ Řƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 
Said another way, indifference to 
evil is often the real problem. I in-
vite you to become part of the solu-
tion.  
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 LECC Activities 

 

 

January 14, 2009: 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 20 & 21, 2009: 

  

 Upcoming LECC Activities 

[9/ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ wƻƴ {ƘƻǿƴŜǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 
Department on Law Enforcement Officers Flying Armed and Hidden Compartments for 
Dangerous Weapons and Drugs. 

! ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ άIƛŘŘŜƴ /ƻƳǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ 5ŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ²ŜŀǇƻƴǎ 
ŀƴŘ 5ǊǳƎǎέ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ά[ŀǿ 9ƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ 
CƭȅƛƴƎ !ǊƳŜŘέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ 

The LEC will be making a presentation at the National Law Center for Chil-
dren and Families Annual Conference in Orlando, Florida, on the subject of 
Networking and Learning Modalities. 
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LECC Activities, continued 

 

February 25 & 26, 2009:    

 

 

 

 

The annual Southern Illinois Criminal Justice Summit will be held in Mount 
Vernon, Illinois, at the Holiday Inn.  The registration form follows. 


