
 

 

CRIME TRENDS 

 Sometime we get so busy 
dealing with specific cases that we 
overlook trends in crime that occur 
over time.  A good source to review 
these trends can be found at the 
United States Department of Justice 
Bureau of Statistics website:  
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/.  This 
site contains valuable information 
concerning both federal and state 
prosecutions and various types of 
crimes nationally. 

 Some of these trends are 
both interesting and surprising.  For 
example, in 1980, a total of 29,943 
defendants were convicted in the 
federal system.  By 2006, the number 
of defendants convicted in the fed-
eral system had grown to 79,904. 
The proportion of those defendants 
convicted who are sentenced to 
prison has also been increasing.  In 
1980 the number of defendants sen-
tenced to a term of imprisonment 
was 13,776.  By 2006, that number 
had jumped to 63,699.  The total fed-
eral prison population as of July 2, 
2009, was 207,091.  In 2003, the to-
tal population was 161,673. 

 As of June 30, 2007, there 
was a total population in all prisons 
and jails in the United States of 
2,299,116. 
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 A large part of this increase 
in convictions is due to the swelling 
number of drug defendants.  In 
1980, there were 7,119 drug defen-
dants in the federal system.  By 
2006, that number had grown to 
31,704.  During the same time, vio-
lent crimes and property crimes had 
only a small increase. 

 The state correctional sys-
tems have seen a tremendous in-
crease in population since 1980.  In 
that year, there were 173,000 per-
sons incarcerated for violent crimes.   
By 2005, that number had grown to 
687,700.  Persons in prison for drug 
offenses increased from 19,000 in 
1980 to 253,300 by 2005.  Inmates 
incarcerated for property offenses 
grew from 89,300 in 1980 to 
248,900 by 2005. 

 A surprising trend is in the 
area of drug-related homicides.  In 
1987 the national number was 
17,963, making up 4.9% of all homi-
cides.  This number peaked at 
23,180 in 1993, when it represented 
5.5% of all homicides.  The number 
fell to a low in 1999 of 13,011 and 
then increased to 14,990 in 2006, 
still well below the peak in 1993. 

 I invite you to explore this 
website and the many statistics it 
has to offer. 
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            A. Courtney Cox 

 ¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŘŜŦŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ 
for the Southern District of Illinois increased from 308 defendants in the previous fiscal 
year to 313 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009, according to statistics from the 
United States District Court. 

A Message from the U.S. Attorney 

http://ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/
http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/ils/index.html
http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/ils/index.html
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LECC Activities 

June 23, 2009:  LEC Ronald Shownes (in photo, left) completed phase two of the Law Enforcement and Com-
Ƴǳƴƛǘȅ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ά¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ aŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ /ǊƛƳŜǎ {ǇŜŀƪŜǊ 5Ŝπ
ǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ŀ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ L-Safe instructor.  Instructor Hale Guyer, Digital Investigator, is in 
the photo on the right. 

 

July 7, 2009Υ  [9/ wƻƴŀƭŘ {ƘƻǿƴŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ά[ŀǿ 9ƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ CƭȅƛƴƎ !ǊƳŜŘέ ƛƴ 
Galesburg, Illinois, at the request of the LECC in the Central District of Illinois. 

 

 

 

 

 United States Attorney Cox met with Barbara Cempura, president and CEO of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of Southwestern Illinois, on July 8, 2009.  Several members of the United States Attor-
ƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǎǇŜŀǊ-
headed by former Assistant United States Attorney Richard H. Lloyd (retired). 

 Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwestern Illinois was founded in 1980 by a group of social 
workers from the special education district in Belleville and dedicated community volunteers to 
serve children in St. Clair County.  By 2003, the agency expanded services to Clinton, Madison, 
and Monroe counties.  The organization matches children with a Big Brother or Big Sister volun-
teer.  Currently, there are 200 children who need volunteers. All matches are carefully screened 
and supervised by a team of professional social workers.   

 Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwestern Illinois has been intensely involved in social ser-
ǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜΦ  

 Additional information can be found at www.bbbsil.org.   Potential volunteers may con-
tact Ms. Cempura at bbbsbell@peaknet.net or (618) 398-3162. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Southwestern Illinois 

http://www.bbbsil.org/
mailto:bbbsbell@peaknet.net
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 Upcoming LECC Activities 

LEC Ronald Shownes was notified by the sponsors of the following training that it is limited to the first 200, and it is on a first 
come first served basis.  LEC Shownes is attempting to bring this training session to the Southern Illinois region before the end 
of this year. 

Dear Law Enforcement and Document Examiners:  

Identity theft is becoming one of the biggest challenges facing our state and nation today.  In 2008, Missouri residents 

reported over 21,000 complaints to the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) regarding fraud and identity theft.  Of those 

21,000 complaints, more then 4,400 Missourians reported being victimized by identity theft crimes, though the number 

may be higher due to residents being unaware to report their victimization to the FTC.  Identity theft affects our indi-

vidual financial security, our business community, and our homeland security.  

To help law enforcement and document examiners combat this crime, on August 6 th , 2009, the Missouri Department of 

Revenue and Missouri State Highway Patrol will host a daylong training seminar at the Missouri State Highway Patrol 

Troop C Headquarter in Weldon Spring, MO just outside of St. Louis.  The training will be held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m. and will focus on providing tools and resources to assist law enforcement and various agencies in their efforts to 

combat identity theft while addressing the concerns of our communities.  

This training is an ongoing series of identity crime trainings sponsored by the US Department of Justice, the US Secret 

Service, the US Postal Inspection Service, the Federal Trade Commission, and the American Association of Motor Vehi-

cle Administrators (AAMVA).  Trainings just like this one have been done in North Carolina, New York, Las Vegas and 

Florida has proven to be very useful to law enforcement across the nation.  

While we encourage you to send at least one person from your agency, this training is for front -line officers as well as 

supervisors.  Admission will be limited to the first 200 people registered.  Please note, since this is a no -cost event, lunch 

will not be provided to participants.  If you plan to attend, please e -mail Shana.Alexander@dor.mo.gov with the list of 

names who will be attending and what agency you will be representing.  

If you need to Map Quest directions, the training facility address is:  

    Missouri State Highway Patrol Troop C  

    891 Technology Drive  

    Weldon Spring, MO  63308  

If you have any questions regarding registration for this training, please contact Shana Alexander at 573 -751-1133. 

We look forward to seeing you!  

     Sincerely,      

     Jackie Bemboom 

     Director of Motor Vehicle and Driver License Division  

August 6, 2009:  The Missouri Department of Revenue is presenting an Identity Theft Training class to help law enforcement and 

document examiners combat this crime.  The Missouri Department of Revenue and Missouri State Highway Patrol will host a day-

long training seminar at the Missouri State Highway Patrol Troop C Headquarters in Weldon Spring, Missouri.  The training will be 

held from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and will focus on providing tools and resources to assist law enforcement and various agencies in 

their efforts to combat identity theft while addressing the concerns of our communities. Flyer attached below. 

mailto:Shana.Alexander@dor.mo.gov
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July 31, 2009, will mark 30 years of service by Captain Mark Bramlett and also his retirement.  

A retirement celebration for Captain Bramlett will be held at the National Shrine of Our Lady 

of the Snows. 

Awards and Accomplishments 


