
 

 

THE LAST FULL MEASURE 
OF DEVOTION 

 I was privileged to recently 
attend two ceremonies honoring 
peace officers who have given their 
lives in the line of duty.  The first 
ceremony was the 24th Annual Police 
Officers Memorial Day at the capitol 
building in Springfield, Illinois, on 
May 7, 2009.  This was an impressive 
ceremony that took place around the 
Illinois Police Officers Memorial.  If 
you have not seen this memorial, I 
urge you to see it next time you are 
in Springfield. 

 The second ceremony was 
the 27th Annual Law Enforcement 
Memorial Service which took place 
on May 12, 2009, at the St. Clair 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
an impressive ceremony honoring 
the St. Clair County officers who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice for their 
fellow citizens.  I want to thank Sher-
iff Mearl Justus for asking me to 
make some remarks during that cere-
mony. 

 Guaranteeing public safety is 
a mission that is at the very core of 
our society.  Thomas Jefferson wrote 
eloquently that governments are in-
stituted to secure the inalienable 
rights of the people . . . treasured 
rights to life and liberty.  This is the 
first priority of government - to pro-
tect the lives and liberty of the peo-
ple.  Our peace officers do this every 
day, and do it well. 
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 As United States Attorney, I 
have been blessed to witness first-
hand the dedication of our local, 
state, and federal law enforcement 
officers.  I see the sacrifices they 
make to protect the American peo-
ple and I am humbled by their dedi-
cation. 

 Law enforcement, the pro-
tection of our people, is not a job, it 
is a calling, and we stand in wonder 
at their courage.  These men and 
ǿƻƳŜƴ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƘŀǊƳΩǎ 
way voluntarily.  Their lives made a 
difference.  Too often we take our 
peaceful society for granted, some-
times forgetting that without peace 
officers, there would be no peace, 
there would be anarchy, a complete 
breakdown of our government, and 
our communities. 

 We are indebted to these 
officers.  We are equally indebted to 
the families of these officers, who 
support and encourage their work. 
To the families of these brave offi-
cers who gave their last full measure 
of devotion, know this.  We will 
never forget. 
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Page 2  LECC Activities 

April 15, 2009:  Project Safe Childhood conducted a First Responder Training at the Four Points Sheraton in 

CŀƛǊǾƛŜǿ IŜƛƎƘǘǎΣ LƭƭƛƴƻƛǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 

District of Illinois and the Eastern District of Missouri and was presented by Fox Valley Technical College.  

Opening remarks were made by LECC Ronald Shownes, and the keynote  speech was made by A. Courtney 

Cox, United States Attorney for the Southern District of Illinois. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 17, 2009Υ  ¢ŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ LƳǇǊƻǾƛǎŜŘ 9ȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜ 5ŜǾƛŎŜǎ όLΦ9Φ5ΦΩǎύ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ CƻǳǊ tƻƛƴǘǎ 

Sheraton in Fairview Heights, Illinois.  LECC Ronald Shownes and Intelligence Specialist Mario Jimenez were 

in attendance as part of the Anti-Terrorism Advisory Council Program. 
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