
 

 

OUR CIVIL DIVISION 

 Our office is made up of two 
important Divisions: Criminal and 
Civil. While the Criminal Division usu-
ally receives most of the public and 
media attention, the Civil Division is 
equally important to  our representa-
tion of the United States.   

 ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ 
Office for the Southern District of 
Illinois has eight Assistant United 
States Attorneys (AUSAs), one para-
legal, and seven legal assistants 
working in its Civil Division. The Chief 
of our Civil Division is Chris Moore.  
The Civil Division is located at our 
offices in Fairview Heights.  

 Pursuant to statute, the Civil 
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 

 (1) the prosecution and de-
fense of civil cases in which the 
United States is a party; and 
 (2) the collection of debts 
owed the Federal government which 
are administratively uncollectible.  

 ¢ƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ ƭƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ 
responsibilities include many areas 
on behalf of the United States, its 
departments, agencies, and employ-
ees. Examples include civil fraud 
prosecutions (especially health care 
fraud cases), medical malpractice de-
fense, civil and criminal asset forfei-
ture, employment law, constitutional 
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rights cases, administrative agency 
review cases, bankruptcy, commer-
cial litigation, civil environmental 
prosecutions and defense, immigra-
tion law, civil tax prosecutions and 
defense, social security disability 
cases, and tort defense.  

 The Civil Division is currently 
addressing an increasing number of 
medical malpractice claims arising 
from military hospitals, veterans 
hospitals, and other federally-
supported health care facilities. The 
Civil Division has also been on the 
leading edge in filing civil and crimi-
nal complex asset forfeiture actions 
against the interests of national and 
international money launderers, 
drug cartels, organized crime or-
ganizations, and white-collar crimi-
nals.  

 The Civil Division works 
closely with the Department of Jus-
tice's Civil Rights Division in the in-
vestigation and prosecution of viola-
tions of federal civil rights. Through 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άCƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ [ƛǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ 
¦ƴƛǘέ  όC[¦ύΣ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǊŜπ
sponsible for the collection of fines, 
forfeitures, restitution awards and 
other penalties. In the most recent 
fiscal year ending September 30, 
2008, the FLU recovered 
$32,277,178 for the United States. 
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 LECC Activities in November 
 

 

November 12, 2008:  Meeting with the Madison County Chiefs 

November 19, 2008:  Tri County Fraud Coalition Program at the Four Points in Fairview Heights, Illinois 

November 19, 2008:  Illinois Drug Enforcement Officers Association Training in Caseyville, Illinois 

 

 

 

 

 

December 16, 2008:  The LECC is teaching an Enforcement Officers Flying Armed Class in Mount Vernon, Illi-
nois. 

January 7, 2009:  The LECC is teaching an Enforcement Officers Flying Armed Class at Logan College in Carter-
ville, Illinois. 

January 19-22, 2009:  The LECC is making two presentations at the National Law Center for Children and 
Families Annual Conference on Networking and Learning Styles. 

 

On November 5, 2008, LECC Coordinator Ron 
Shownes taught a program on Instructor De-
velopment at the in Carbondale Police De-
partment for the Southern Illinois Criminal 
Justice Training Program. 

 Upcoming LECC Activities 


