
 

 

EAST ST. LOUIS UPDATE 

 As I write this, the homicide total 
for East St. Louis stands at 22 for the 
year 2009, with more than two 
months left in the year.  This cold sta-
tistic does not begin to tell the whole 
story.  In order to get some sense of 
the gravity of this terrible situation, 
you have to spend time on the 
streets of East St. Louis talking with 
and listening to the residents.  Their 
stories are often disturbing. I re-
cently attended a neighborhood 
meeting and listened to an older man 
tell about having men kick his door 
in, beat him, and rob him in his own 
home . . . not once, but three times. 
No one has been arrested.  This is 
not an isolated incident.  It is com-
mon.  Some residents watch televi-
sion with a gun in their lap for pro-
ǘŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  LΩǾŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ 
ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ άǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎέ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ 
this young man was her only child. 
IŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άннΦϦ 

 Due to low staffing, East St. Louis 
lacks the resources to police many 
areas of the city, including much of 
the six federal housing areas.  Drugs, 
guns, and gangs are the order of the 
day for citizens of this city.  The citi-
zens I talk with make it clear that 
they feel helpless and hopeless.  
Various information I have received 
indicates that rival gang violence is 
on the increase and is becoming 
more violent.  This violence often 
spills over to innocent citizens. Much 
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of this violence centers around the 
ŎƛǘȅΩǎ άŎƭǳōǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǳƴǘƛƭ с 
a.m. 

 We are working with various 
federal, state, and local law enforce-
ment agencies to address this prob-
lem.  One of the tools we are using 
ŀǊŜ άǎŀǘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎέ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ  
various law enforcement agencies 
participate on a voluntary basis in 
joint operations during a concen-
trated period of time, pinpointing 
problem areas and situations.  This 
type of detail has proved effective in 
Madison County and is now proving 
successful in the East St. Louis area. 
I sincerely appreciate the way in 
which law enforcement officers 
have been willing to help the citi-
zens of East St. Louis. I have at-
tended details with them in the city 
and witnessed not only their brav-
ery, but also the overwhelming 
gratitude of many of the residents. 
We are also continuing our use of 
άǊŜŘ ŦƻǊƳǎέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǎƛπ
dents can provide information 
about drugs and gangs on a confi-
dential basis. 

 There is much work left to do. 
The Violent Crime Task Force con-
tinues to meet with me weekly in 
the East St. Louis Federal Court-
house. I am thankful for the contin-
ued support this group gives to East 
St. Louis.  
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Page 2  LECC Activities 

September 16-18, 2009:  LECC Ron Shownes at-

tended the 6th Annual Protect Our Children Confer-

ence in Kansas City, Missouri, as one of the confer-

ence planning committee members.  The confer-

ŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ 

Office for the Southern District of Illinois.  The 2010 

Protect Our Children Conference will be held on 

September 8-10, 2010, in Des Moines, Iowa.  

September 23 and 24, 2009:  LECC Ron Shownes attended the Electronic Evidence Seizure for the First Re-
sponder training.  Pictured in the photo on the left are United States Secret Service Agent Derek Davis, Chief 
of General Crimes Suzanne Garrison, LECC Shownes, and instructor Sergeant John Briscoe of the Vernon 
Hills, Illinois Police Department.  

  

 

September 28-30, 2009:  LECC Ron Shownes partici-
pated in a Campus Safety Program held at the South-
western Illinois College in Belleville, Illinois.  Pictured 
below picking up a set of gun locks are Police Recruits 
Officer Brumer of the Columbia Police Department and 
Officer Gessi from the Maryville Police Department.  
The Police Academy is housed at the college.   

October 8, 2009:  LECC Ron Shownes and Intelligence Specialist Mario Jimenez attended an Anti-Terrorism 

Intelligence Awareness Training Program in Madison City, Illinois, sponsored by the Missouri and Illinois 

Railroad Special Agents. 


