
 

 

UNITED STATES PENITENTIARY- 
MARION 

 Our district is home to two fed-
eral correctional institutions located 
in Marion and Greenville, Illinois.  I 
recently attended a retreat for law 
enforcement hosted by the United 
States Penitentiary in Marion (USP-
Marion).  We learned about the op-
eration of the institution and dis-
cussed a number of interesting is-
sues.  During the presentation, we 
were provided with an outline of the 
history of the prison.  I found it very 
interesting and would like to share 
some of that information with you. 

 USP-Marion opened in 1963, the 
same year Alcatraz closed.  The first 
maximum custody inmates were re-
ceived in January 1964.  The first es-
cape occurred in July 1971.  The es-
capee, Warren Briggs, was captured 
in Kansas City five days later.  The 
year 1978 saw two attempted es-
capes by inmate Garrett Brock Trap-
nell.  The first, in May 1978, was via a 
hijacked helicopter.  The second, in 
December 1978, was by a hijacked 
airplane. 

 In July 1979 USP-Marion was 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ tǊƛǎƻƴǎΩ  
sole level 6, or highest security level 
institution, becoming the repository 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘΣ ǇǊŜŘŀπ
tory, and escape-prone inmates.  
During the 22-month period leading 
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up to July 1979, there were 57 ma-
jor incidents, including several in-
mate murders and assaults on staff.  

 On October 23, 1983, following 
the murder of two correctional offi-
cers and serious injury to two other 
officers, the control unit was placed 
on lock-down status.  Four days 
later the institution declared an in-
definite state of emergency, and the 
institution was placed on lock-down 
status.  Over the next several years, 
the District Court and Court of Ap-
peals considered legal challenges  
involving the institution, which con-
cluded with the refusal of the 
United States Supreme Court in July 
1989, to hear the case. 

 In 1995, USP-Marion inmates 
were transferred to ADX Florence, 
Colorado.  In 2006, USP-Marion was 
converted from maximum to a me-
dium security facility.  The first me-
dium security inmates arrived at the 
institution in March 2007. 

 At the present time, all inmates 
are male.  The average inmate age is 
39.8.  The percentage of the popula-
tion who are considered sexual of-
fender management inmates is 44%. 
Drug offense inmates make up 
35.2% of the population.  The pre-
sent warden of the prison is Lisa 
J.W. Hollingsworth.  
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Page 2  LECC Activities 

 

September 4, 2009:  Volunteers from federal, state, county, and local law enforcement finger-
printed and digitally photographed over 60 children at the Illinois State Fair in DuQuoin as part of 
the United States Secret Service program Operation Safe Kids 2009. 

 

 

September 8 and 10, 2009:  LECC Ron Shownes presented a Law Enforcement Officer Flying Armed 
Course in Princeton, Illinois, on September 8, 2009, and repeated the class again in Mount Vernon, 
Illinois, on September 10, 2009. 



 

 

Page 3 
LECC Activities, continued 

September 11, 2009:  Lƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ фκммΣ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 
District of Illinois displayed the United States flag in the lobby entrance honoring those who lost their 
lives on 9/11, their families, friends, and loved ones who continue to endure the pain and those who 
today are fighting at home and abroad to preserve our cherished freedom. 

 

September 9, 2009:  The Grace Church located at 5151 North Illinois Street in Fairview Heights, Illinois, 
ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ŀ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ  ¢ƻǇƛŎǎ ŀŘπ
dressed at the workshop included: 

How to develop a security/safety plan for your church 

Being prepared for natural or man-made disasters such as fire, tornado, and earthquake 

Children/youth security issues 

Background checks of workers 

Dealing with hostile people 

Managing aggressive behavior 

Legal issues 

Proprietary vs. private 
outside security 

What actions security 
guards can and cannot 
take under current Illi-
nois law 

 

 


