
 

 

 While I was preparing this col-
umn on a different topic, I received 
an e-mail about a recent tragedy in 
New Orleans. I think you should 
know about this e-mail. It reported 
that on August 28, DEA Group Super-
visor Thomas J. Byrne was attacked 
and abducted while walking from an 
OCDETF Conference to his hotel. He 
was found 40 blocks away, left for 
dead by his assailants. He passed 
away from his injuries on August 30. 
Our condolences go out to his family 
and his colleagues who are associ-
ated with our partner, the DEA.  

 The war in which we are en-
gaged is dangerous, but vital to the 
welfare of our nation, our communi-
ties, and our families. This is a war 
which is fought each day by local, 
state and Federal Law enforcement, 
by strong prosecutors, and by our 
partners in the Bureau of Prisons. It 
is a war we must continue to fight 
and win.  

 As we reach another anniver-
sary of the tragedy of 9/11, I am re-
minded once again of the valor of the 
law enforcement officers and fire-
fighters as they rushed toward dan-
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ger to help others with no thought 
of self. That image still inspires me 
to do all that I can to live up to their 
sacrifice by serving others. I know 
that I am far from alone in this ef-
fort.   

 This past spring I was hon-
ored to attend two ceremonies. One 
was the ceremony to honor fallen 
police officers in Illinois. This was 
held at the State Capitol in Spring-
field. I attended with my colleague 
Rodger Heaton, USA of the Central 
District of Illinois. The other was the 
ceremony to honor fallen officers in 
the Bureau of Prisons. This was held 
at FCI Greenville. Both events left 
me humbled by the ultimate sacri-
fice of these officers and their fami-
lies. We must never forget these 
great sacrifices and never lose our 
vigilance and determination in this 
struggle against evil.  

 The Office of the United 
States Attorney and a grateful na-
tion salute each of you who put 
your lives on the line each day. 
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       A. Courtney Cox 

Our commitment to law enforcement efforts is reflected in the United States 
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 Operation Safe Kids was held at the DuQuoin State Fair August 27 and 28, 2008. The fingerprinting 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ LƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ wŜǾŜπ
nue Service, Criminal Division, and various state and local law enforcement agencies in partnership with the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children.  We were able to provide parents of over 200 children 
with digital fingerprints and photographs.   We had volunteers from numerous federal and local agencies. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ¢ƘŜ [9/ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
grants totaling $16,000 from the Department of Justice to provide training for local law enforcement. 

 The first program will be Prisoner Control-Searching and Transportation Techniques to be held at the 
{ǘΦ /ƭŀƛǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мр ŀƴŘ мсΣ нллуΦ 

 ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ¢ŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ /ƭŀƛǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 
and Belleville Police Department SWAT Teams, which will be held the third week in September in Belleville, 
Illinois.  

 The third program will be a 16-hour Gang Combat Dynamics: Zero-Tolerance Approach, which will be 
held on September 29 and 30, 2008, at the Illinois State Police Headquarters in Collinsville. 

 

Sponsored LECC Training programs: 

 The Southern Illinois Cyber Crime Awareness Conference, John A. Logan College, on October 15, 2008. 

 Preventing Identity Theft and Fraud, Troy, Illinois, September 24, 2008. 

 I will be attending the seven successful habits of law enforcement at the Collinsville Police Depart-
ment on September 16, 17, and 18, 2008. 
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 The United States Attorney, Verizon, GLOTELL Distribution, and John A. Logan College Conference 
Center are sponsoring a Cyber Crimes Conference on October 15, 2008.  See the following flyer for more de-
tails and registration.  Since seating is limited, you must pre-register by October 8 at www.jalc.edu/cbi, or 
call 618-985-2828, ext. 8510. 

http://www.jalc.edu/cbi

