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FEDERAL JURY CONVICTS BUSINESSMAN 
FOR STAGING EQUIPMENT THEFT

Insurance Claim Filed Based on Fraudulent Theft of Equipment

SHREVEPORT, La.:  United States Attorney Stephanie A. Finley announced today
that  Kenneth A. Gordon, Jr., 43, a Bossier City native, was convicted by a federal jury late
Wednesday after a three-day trial, for conspiring to commit wire fraud.  Gordon was also
convicted of one count of wire fraud in connection with an insurance claim based on the
fraudulent theft of his John Deere equipment.  

Trial testimony revealed that the conspiracy was to stage a theft of John Deere
equipment, which was valued at approximately $140,000, and to profit from that theft by
submitting a fraudulent claim to Sentry Insurance Company falsely representing that the
equipment had been stolen, when in fact Gordon leased the equipment to a friend at a cost
of $15,000 per month.  Gordon subsequently sold a portion of the equipment to another
friend in Texas for an additional $15,000.

Gordon faces a maximum penalty of 20 years in prison and a fine of not more than
$250,000 for the wire fraud conviction, and a maximum penalty of five years in prison and
a $250,000 fine for the conspiracy conviction.  
 

His co-defendant, Don E. Newton, previously entered a plea of guilty to conspiring
with Gordon to commit wire fraud.  Sentencing for both defendants is scheduled for
February 14, 2013.

The case was investigated by the Louisiana State Police Insurance Fraud Auto Theft
Unit and the Texas Department of Public Safety, Motor Vehicle Theft Services.   The case
is being prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Cytheria D. Jernigan.
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