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2 plead guilty to identity theft
A Ramsey couple pleaded guilty today in federal court in connection with a scheme of

stealing mail in order to obtain the identification of others and use those identities to fraudulently
obtain money from financial institutions.

Shane Martin Kristianson, 29, and Sarah Marie Westfall, 29, each pleaded guilty to one
count of conspiracy to possess and use, without lawful authority, a means of identification of
others to execute a scheme to obtain money from financial institutions by false and fraudulent
pretenses. Each entered their plea on Oct. 15 in Minneapolis before United States District Court
Judge John Tunheim. Both Kristianson and Westfall were charged on Sept. 26.

According to their respective plea agreements, each admitted that from August 2006
through July 2007 they stole from the mail, vehicles and other locations blank checks, endorsed
checks, account information and identification documents from various victims. They used the
items to produce bogus and counterfeit checks, and defrauded merchants, banks and other
financial institutions out of more than $50,000 worth of money, goods and services. In all, more
than 50 people and institutions in Minnesota and elsewhere were victimized.

According to a U.S. Postal Inspection Service (USPIS) affidavit, authorities began
investigating Kristianson and Westfall in July 2007. The affidavit outlines numerous victims,
who reported mail taken from mailboxes or their checkbooks stolen, and also states that
counterfeit checks in the names of both the Pine County Detention Center and the Scott County
Jail were used. The affidavit states that either Kristianson or Westfall cashed or attempted to
cash counterfeit checks at merchants and financial institutions at numerous locations throughout
Minnesota, South Dakota and Washington State. 

On Sept. 27, 2006, the Benton County Sheriff’s Office searched a vehicle occupied
moments earlier by Kristianson and Westfall, and seized various documents pertaining to other
individuals, including passports, birth certificates, bank statements, credit card, completed
checks, blank checks, motor vehicle certificates and driver’s licenses.

On March 9, 2007, police executed a search warrant at the couple’s Ramsey residence, and

United States Department of Justice
United States Attorney’s Office

District of Minnesota

News ReleaseFrank J. Magill, 
United States Attorney
David Anderson, Public Affairs Specialist
(612) 664-5684; cell: (612) 730-2251



seized numerous checks with no information printed on them, computer discs containing check-
writing software, four laptop computers, printers, lamination devices and stolen mail.

Kristianson and Westfall each face a potential maximum penalty of five years in prison.
Judge Tunheim will determine their sentences at a future date. This case is the result of an
investigation by the USPIS, the Minnesota Financial Crimes Task Force, the Mille Lacs County
Sheriff’s Office, the Morrison County Sheriff’s Office and the Duluth Police Department, and is
being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Thomas M. Hollenhorst.
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