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Hugo woman charged with obtaining 
a controlled substance by fraud

A 40-year-old Hugo woman was charged last week in federal court for allegedly obtaining a
controlled substance for her own use by fraud while employed as a nurse at a nursing home.

Pamela Lynn Paist was charged Oct. 16 in Minneapolis with one count of obtaining a
controlled substance by fraud. Her charging document alleges that on Feb. 7, 2008, Paist
knowingly and intentionally obtained and acquired Percocet, a controlled substance, by
misrepresentation, fraud and deception.

It also alleges that Paist removed Percocet pills from medication drug dispenser cartridges
for her own use and benefit and replaced them with Tylenol pills.

If convicted, Paist faces a potential maximum penalty of four years in prison. All sentences
are determined by a federal district court judge. This case is the result of an investigation by U.S.
Food and Drug Administration-Office of Criminal Investigations, the Lakes Area Police
Department and the Drug Enforcement Administration, and is being prosecuted by Assistant
United States Attorney Erika R. Mozangue.
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A defendant, of course, is presumed innocent until he or she pleads guilty or is proven guilty at trial. 
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