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Faribault woman charged with making bomb threats 
against post offices

A 38-year-old Faribault woman was charged today in federal court in connection with
making bomb threats against 16 United States Post Offices located in southern Minnesota.

Christina Anne Reineke was charged April 2 with two counts of mailing threatening
communications. Reineke’s criminal complaint alleges that on Feb. 4, 2009, she did knowingly
deposit in the U.S. Mail letters that contained bomb threats to kill or injure postal customers and
employees of the post offices in Mankato, North Mankato, Lake Crystal, Maddia, New Ulm,
Sleepy Eye, Le Center and St. James.

The complaint also alleges that on March 14, she did knowingly deposit similar threats to
the post offices in Northfield, Dundas, Faribault, Warsaw, Kenyon, Medford, Morristown and
Owatonna.

Reineke made her initial appearance today in federal court in St. Paul.

According to a U.S. Postal Inspection Service affidavit, on Feb. 5, the post offices in
Mankato, North Mankato, Lake Crystal, Maddia, New Ulm, Sleepy Eye, Le Center and St.
James received handwritten letters threatening to blow up the post offices. The letters all
indicated that a bomb would be placed in the respective post office and that both employees and
customers would die. 

The letters did not disclose when or how such a bomb would be placed, and contained
language that stated, “Everyone deserves to die. May all of you blow up in smoke.”

All of the letters were postmarked from Mankato on Feb. 4 with no return address. Postal
inspectors determined that the letters were likely mailed from New Ulm.

On March 16, the post offices in Northfield, Dundas, Faribault, Warsaw, Kenyon, Medford
and Owatonna received similar handwritten letters threatening to blow them up. The Morristown
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Post Office received a similar letter on March 24. All of these letters were postmarked from St.
Paul on March 14 with no return address. Postal inspectors determined these letters were likely
mailed from Faribault. 

On March 24, the Faribault Daily News received a threatening letter in response to an article
printed in their paper on March 19 regarding the letters received by the post offices. This letter,
which had a return address of Faribault, MN 55021, threatened to blow up all 16 post offices in a
“synchronized manner,” as well as the newspaper headquarters and the journalist who wrote the
article and gave a time frame of “next week.”

In 2007, Reineke was sentenced to six years in state prison for making terroristic threats to
Minnesota State Rep. Jeanne Poppe, Minnesota State Sen. Dan Sparks and Austin Mayor Tom
Stiehm. Reineke was released in November 2008, and postal inspectors learned that she changed
her address from New Ulm to Faribault. 

Authorities determined that Reineke was living in New Ulm at the time the Feb. 4 letters
were mailed, and was living in Faribault at the time the March 14 and March 24 letters were
mailed.

During a search warrant executed at Reineke’s residence on March 27, authorities seized a
notebook containing paper that matched the letters, a planner with the addresses of post offices
listed on the inside back page, a box of self-adhesive security envelopes and an envelope
containing three newspaper articles relating to the post office bomb threats.

If convicted, Reineke faces a potential maximum penalty of five years in prison on each
count. All sentences are determined by a federal district court judge. This case is the result of an
investigation by the Postal Inspection Service, with assistance from the Minnesota Department
of Corrections and the Faribault Police Department. It is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S.
Attorney Clifford B. Wardlaw.
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A defendant, of course, is presumed innocent until he or she pleads guilty or is proven guilty at trial. 


