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Three sentenced in sham candy vending machine business
Three members of a Wellington, Fla., family were sentenced today in federal court in

connection with a sham candy vending machine business that defrauded investors of more than
$320,000.

On April 27 in St. Paul, United States District Court Judge Patrick Schiltz sentenced
Stephen C. Crown, 68, to 30 months in prison and three years of supervised release on one count
of conspiracy to commit mail fraud. His wife, Cheryl C. Crown, 65, was sentenced to five years
probation on one count of misprision of felony. Their son, Evan S. Crown, 41, was sentenced to
24 months in prison and three years of supervised release on one count of conspiracy to commit
mail fraud.

The three defendants were indicted on Nov. 14, 2007, and each pleaded guilty in September
2008. All three were ordered to pay $324,089.50 in restitution.

According to their respective plea agreements, Stephen Crown and Evan Crown admitted
from June 2001 through December 2007 they conspired to defraud individuals across the U.S. by
devising a scheme to obtain money from individual victims who believed they were investing in
candy vending machine business opportunities. As part of the scheme, the defendants obtained
more than $320,000 from such individuals by means of false and fraudulent pretenses.

They also admitted they furthered the scheme by causing items to be sent via the U.S. Mail,
including a check for $4,832 from one victim to one of the conspirators’ false identities at a
White Bear Lake address.

Cheryl Crown admitted she knew her husband was engaged in the scheme and concealed
her knowledge from authorities. 

This case was the result of an investigation by the U.S. Postal Inspection Service, and was
prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorneys D. Gerald Wilhelm and Kimberly A. Svendsen.
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