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5 men indicted for distributing ecstasy
Five Twin Cities area men were indicted this week in federal court in two unrelated cases

involving the distribution of the semisynthetic psychedelic drug MDMA, commonly known as
ecstasy.

In the first case filed on Dec. 9 in Minneapolis, three men were each charged with one count
of conspiracy to distribute MDMA/ecstasy. They are: Nghia Hoang Nguyen, 26, St. Paul;
Khammai La Keomeak, 30, Maple Grove; and Sanh Van Dinh, 39, Burnsville. Nguyen was also
charged with one count of possession with intent to distribute MDMA/ecstasy, and both
Keomeak and Dinh were each charged with one count of distribution of MDMA/ecstasy.

Their indictment alleges that on Nov. 5, 2008, the three knowingly conspired with each
other and others to distribute approximately 3,000 tablets (750 grams) of ecstasy. It also alleges
that on Nov. 5, Keomeak and Dinh knowingly and intentionally distributed approximately 1,000
tablets (250 grams) of ecstasy, and that on Nov. 5 Nguyen knowingly and intentionally
possessed with intent to distribute approximately 2,000 tablets (500 grams) of ecstasy.

If convicted, all three defendants each face a potential maximum penalty of 20 years in
prison on the conspiracy count; Keomeak and Dinh each face an additional 20 years on the
distribution count; and Nguyen faces an additional 20 years on the possession count. All
sentences are determined by a federal district court judge.

This case is the result of an investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the St.
Paul Police Department, and is being prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Christian
S. Wilton.

In the second case also filed on Dec. 9, two men were each indicted with one count of
conspiracy. Frank James Antonicelli, 34, Eden Prairie, was also charged with one count of felon
in possession of a firearm. Martin Donnelly Petit, 40, Minneapolis, was also charged with one
count of possession with intent to distribute MDMA/ecstasy.

Their indictment alleges that from Jan. 1, 2007, through April 15, 2007, the two defendants

United States Department of Justice
United States Attorney’s Office

District of Minnesota

News ReleaseFrank J. Magill, 
United States Attorney
David Anderson, Public Affairs Specialist
(612) 664-5684; cell: (612) 730-2251



knowingly and intentionally conspired with each other and others to distribute approximately
22,500 tablets (5,625 grams) of ecstasy. It also alleges that on Dec. 14, 2006, Petit knowingly
and intentionally possessed with intent to distribute approximately 2,446 tablets (611 grams) of
ecstasy.

The indictment also alleges that on Nov. 8, 2006, Antonicelli did knowingly possess a .38-
caliber, semi-automatic handgun. Prior to that November 2006 possession, Antonicelli had been
previously convicted in Texas in 1994 (carrying an explosive during the commission of a federal
felony).

If convicted, both men each face a potential maximum penalty of 20 years in prison on the
conspiracy count. Antonicelli faces an additional 10 years on the firearm possession count and
Petit faces an additional 10 years on the possession count. All sentences are determined by a
federal district court judge.

This case is the result of an investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the St.
Paul Police Department, and is also being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Wilton.
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An indictment is a determination by a grand jury that there is probable cause to believe that offenses have been
committed by a defendant. A defendant, of course, is presumed innocent until he or she pleads guilty or is proven
guilty at trial. 


