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ADELE LILLYANN PLANTIER PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Great Falls, on November 2, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Sam E. Haddon, ADELE LILLYANN PLANTIER, a 57-year-old resident of Great Falls, pled guilty to theft of identity.  Sentencing is set for February 10, 2005, at 9:30 a.m.  PLANTIER is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that PLANTIER , also known as Janice Haines and Janice Wadlington arrived in Great Falls sometime around February 20, 2004.  The local Mercy Home received a call from a woman claiming to be the mother of Janice Haines and requested that they meet her at the bus station and give her housing. 


  After her arrival, PLANTIER, using the Janice Haines alias, told Mercy Home Advocates that her husband severely beat her, causing her to be hospitalized for several months.  Haines further advised staff that she was a nurse practitioner and would be attempting to obtain employment at Benefis Hospital when she had sufficiently recovered from her injuries.  PLANTIER would not have qualified for any of the services provided by the Mercy Home had she revealed true and correct personal information. 


When interviewed by the Great Falls Police Department, PLANTIER claimed to have changed her name and social security number out of fear regarding her alleged abusive husband.  A social security records check revealed that PLANTIER never legally changed her social security account number.  The social security number PLANTIER used at the Mercy Home was issued in Colorado, but is an inactive number due to the holder’s death in September of 1997.


PLANTIER lived at the Mercy Home for approximately eighty-five days beginning on February 20, 2004 under false pretenses claiming to be a Partner Family Member Abuse (PMFA) victim.  Using the Haines alias, PLANTIER obtained goods and services from the  Mercy Home.                


PLANTIER, still passing herself off as Janice Haines, also told the Mercy Home that her father would pay to install a new “lifetime” phone line for the Home.  The new phone line was installed, but was not paid for by PLANTIER.  PLANTIER made numerous other misleading statements to facility staff regarding job prospects as well as housing prospects for herself, statements which tended to deflect other inquiry and lull the staff into believing that PLANTIER was entitled to remain at the Home until she “got on her feet.”


The investigation determined that PLANTIER had offered an elderly Great Falls area couple the opportunity to invest in an Ostrich Farm, but the elderly couple stated they were unable to invest because of outstanding medical bills.  PLANTIER convinced the couple to write a large check to pay off the medical bills and stated PLANTIER’s family would reimburse them.  The couple wrote a check to pay off their medical bills despite not having sufficient funds to cover the check.  The check promised by PLANTIER never arrived, so the couples’ church community covered the check before it was returned from the bank. 


PLANTIER convinced a woman she met while attending a PFMA victim’s support group to terminate her employment and vacate her apartment because PLANTIER, who claimed to be a nurse practitioner, promised her a position and place to live in Minnesota.  That victim became suspicious when PLANTIER continued to postpone the move to Minnesota.  The woman eventually contacted the Great Falls Police Department to have PLANTIER removed from her mother’s apartment where they both were staying.


PLANTIER was arrested on May 14, 2004, in Great Falls when officers discovered that there was an outstanding warrant for her arrest in Idaho.


The GFPD investigation, in evidence found at the time of PLANTIER’s arrest, also revealed that PLANTIER had filled out an application for License / Certificate or Registration as a nurse in Utah using the name Janice Wadlington with a social security number of 00*-**-19** (Digits omitted to secure the identity of the card from publication and future use).  PLANTIER listed the University of Maine under her course work documentation and used the state of Maine as the issuing Licensor.  PLANTIER listed her original registered nurse number as: RN 046192L4937 and license number as: 7619547.  PLANTIER signed an Affidavit and Release Authorization stating that the information contained in the application and its supporting documents were free of fraud and misrepresentation.  In addition, PLANTIER filled out an APRN/CNM Intern License Request and Consultation and Referral Plan form using the name Janice Wadlington.


In early March 2004, PLANTIER signed a Montana Board of Nursing Licensing application using the name of Janice Haines and social security number **8-**-**73  (digits omitted to secure the identity of the card from publication and future use).  This document was notarized.  PLANTIER used the social security number registered to Janice Haines, as well as an original registered nurses number of: RN 126226611955-4AZ. PLANTIER also used this name and social security number on a Montana State Board of Nursing form for an Advanced Practice Registered Nurse application, which was dated and  notarized on March 4, 2004.  PLANTIER also signed a Nurse Sworn Statement Under Penalty of Perjury form from the Montana State Board of Nursing Health Care Licensing Bureau under the name Janice Haines stating she was lawfully entitled to practice nursing in the state of Arizona. 


PLANTIER claimed during interviews with the police that she and Janice Haines switched identities out of fear regarding Janice Haines’s abusive husband.  She claimed by switching identities the abusive husbands would be less likely to find them. 


Investigation revealed that PLANTIER had been living in Utah prior to arriving in Great Falls, again under the alias Janice Haines.  In Utah she lived at another Mercy Home facility in St. George.  The director of the Mercy Home in Utah stated that PLANTIER had taken advantage of their services including food, money, shelter, and transportation.


The loss incurred by the Great Falls Mercy Home is $2,013.56.


She faces possible penalties of 15 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl Rostad prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Great Falls Police Department.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

