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SALVADOR CAMPOS, JR, PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on November 3, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, SALVADOR CAMPOS, JR, a resident of Billings, CAMPOS pled guilty to making false statements to the department of housing and development.  Sentencing is set for February 9, 2005, at 9:00 a.m.  CAMPOS is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on October 27, 2000, CAMPOS applied for housing assistance under Section 8 of the United States Housing Act of 1937.  As part of the application process, CAMPOS was briefed by HUD caseworkers on the rights and responsibilities of the applicant, including the duty to correctly declare household income.


In September of 2001, HUD awarded housing assistance vouchers to the CAMPOS family.  At this time, CAMPOS updated the Section 8 housing assistance application to reflect the current household income of $17,616 from Social Security paid to himself and his son.


As part of updating the process, CAMPOS signed a receipt dated September 24, 2001, acknowledging acceptance and understanding of a HUD briefing packet containing several references to the requirement that the applicant fully report household income.


The Campos family began receiving housing assistance.


In February of 2002, the Campos family moved and SALVADOR CAMPOS submitted an addendum to his earlier housing assistance application.  In these materials, CAMPOS listed household income from the same sources reported earlier in the annual amount of $14,700.  As part of the materials accompanying the February 2002 addendum, CAMPOS submitted a certification form attesting to the truth and accuracy of the income reported in the February 2002 addendum.


In April of 2002, CAMPOS filed a second addendum reflecting an increase in social security benefits for an annual household income of $18,096.


In November of 2002, CAMPOS reported a reduction in household income due the termination of his son’s Social Security benefits.  CAMPOS reported annual income as of this date at $12,084.


In February of 2003, CAMPOS filed an addendum to his Section 8 application listing no change in household income since November of 2002.


At the time of the February 2003 addendum, CAMPOS signed and submitted a Section 8 housing questionnaire attesting that the family received no outside sources of income from employment, unemployment, or other source except Social Security.


In November of 2003, CAMPOS signed and submitted a Section 8 housing questionnaire attesting that the sole source of income for the family was the Social Security benefits received by CAMPOS in the amount of $1,002.50 per month.


Throughout the period when the Campos family collected Section 8 housing assistance, CAMPOS failed to report significant amounts of household income earned by himself, his wife and his sons.


A review of wage and employment data available to HUD officials for the years 2001 through 2003 revealed that despite reporting a household made up solely of social security benefits, the Campos family was receiving additional income related to employment, unemployment and Social Security.  


In 2001 and 2002, Roberta Campos earned approximately $7,100 and $9,284 respectively.  In 2003, Roberta Campos earned approximately $800.  


In 2001, SALVADOR CAMPOS earned $427.  In 2002 and 2003, CAMPOS earned $892 and $1,755 respectively.  


In 2002, Michael Campos earned $11,147, and in 2003, he earned $4,860.


In addition, CAMPOS failed to report minor amounts of Social Security benefits received by his oldest son in 2001 and 2002.


None of the income recited above was ever reported to HUD officials despite repeated acknowledgments by CAMPOS that he understood the reporting requirement and his obligation to truthfully report income.


Had CAMPOS truthfully reported household income, HUD officials would have been reduced or denied Section 8 housing benefits to the Campos family resulting in an overpayment to the HUD Section 8 program of approximately $7,400.


CAMPOS admitted that he knowingly failed to report his wife’s income.  In addition, he admitted deliberately under-reporting the Social Security income received by his son Michael.  Additionally, when HUD officials discovered about the under-reporting of Social Security income, CAMPOS corrected the income forms but still failed to report his wife’s income, or any other income that he or his sons had earned.  Finally, Roberta Campos, the defendant’s wife, indicated that CAMPOS filled out the Section 8 housing assistance forms untruthfully, particularly in the areas addressing whether the family had any employment or unemployment related income.


CAMPOS faces possible penalties of 2 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 1 year supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Leif Johnson prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the United States Housing and Urban Development Office of the Inspector General.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

