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DENNIS NELLO BARTOLINI PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on November 4, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, DENNIS NELLO BARTOLINI, a 59-year-old resident of Radner, Montana, pled guilty to distribution of child pornography; receipt of child pornography and possession of child pornography.  Sentencing is set for January 28, 2005, at 11:00 a.m.  BARTOLINI is currently detained.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that in 2000, BARTOLINI became the subject of an investigation into the distribution, receipt and possession of child pornography from his residence in Radner, Montana.  During interviews in the investigation, FBI agents learned that BARTOLINI had e-mailed child pornography images via the Internet to various people, and gave a CD containing child pornography to an individual.  BARTOLINI also showed various child pornography images to a nephew using his computer.  


A search warrant was obtained and BARTOLINI’s residence was searched.  Seized in that search were various items of computer equipment and computer storage mediums.  An analysis of the computer equipment revealed numerous items of child pornography, including more than ten images; images of prepubescent children or children under the age of twelve; and images that would be considered sadistic or masochistic or other depictions of violence.  Some of the images were also of known and identified minor children.  When questioned, BARTOLINI admitted that he had e-mailed child pornography to a friend via the Internet; he also admitted that he had downloaded child pornography from the Internet and then saved and possessed those images and had been doing so for approximately one and one-half years prior to the search.  BARTOLINI also admitted to various forms of inappropriate sexual contact with underage family members, for which he has been prosecuted in state court.


BARTOLINI faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for distribution of child pornography.  For receipt of child pornography, BARTOLINI faces possible penalties of a mandatory 5 to 20 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.  For possession of child pornography, BARTOLINI faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Marcia Hurd prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

