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MARY CATHERINE LEPTICH PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Missoula, on November 4, 2004, before Chief U.S. District Judge Donald W. Molloy, MARY CATHERINE LEPTICH, a 30-year-old resident of Ravalli, pled guilty to possession of a sawed-off shotgun.  Sentencing is set for February 4, 2005, at 10:00 a.m .  LEPTICH is currently released.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on February 7, 2002, then-Agent Craig Couture of the Northwest Drug Task Force executed a search warrant on the home of LEPTICH, looking for evidence of what had been reported to be drug dealing.  In the course of the search Agent Couture found a short-barreled shotgun under LEPTICH’s bed.  LEPTICH was interviewed and admitted the gun was hers, saying she had recently taken it in lieu of money owed to her.  ATF agents measured the gun and discovered it had a barrel length of 13.5 inches and an overall length of 20.5 inches.  They also test-fired the gun and learned it was operable, and checked its history through the National Firearms Registration and Transfer Record and learned that the weapon was not registered there at all.


She faces possible penalties of 10 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release. 


Assistant U.S. Attorney Josh Van de Wetering prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was conducted by the Northwest Drug Task Force and Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.







# # # # #

A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

