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JULIE LUCILLE SANDIDGE PLEADS GUILTY IN U.S. FEDERAL COURT

Bill Mercer, United States Attorney for the District of Montana, announced today that during a federal court session in Billings, on October 8, 2004, before U.S. District Judge Richard F. Cebull, JULIE LUCILLE SANDIDGE, a 60-year-old resident of Billings, pled guilty to false declarations before a court of the United States and distribution of marijuana.  Sentencing is set for February 9, 2005, at 11:00 a.m.  SANDIDGE is currently released with conditions.


In an Offer of Proof filed by the United States, the government stated it would prove at trial that on October 11, 2000, the FBI used a confidential informant to make contact with  SANDIDGE for the purpose of obtaining marijuana.  On October 11, 2000, SANDIDGE delivered 485.5 grams of marijuana to the informant and was paid $800 with a balance of $200 owing.  This occurred in Billings.


As to the charge of false declarations, the United States would prove that before a court of the United States, SANDIDGE took an oath before the Honorable Richard W. Anderson, United States Magistrate Judge, United States District Court for the District of Montana, in United States v. Kenneth Benjamin Ketcham, CR 02-85-BLG-RFC, that she would testify truly, however she willfully and knowingly and contrary to said oath stated a material matter which she did not believe to be true. Specifically, SANDIDGE testified during a bond/detention hearing that she had never been involved in distributing drugs.


She faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release for false declaration before a court of the United States.  For distribution of marijuana, she faces possible penalties of 5 years in prison, a $250,000 fine and 3 years supervised release.


Assistant U.S. Attorney Klaus Richter prosecuted the case for the United States.


The investigation was a cooperative effort between the Drug Enforcement Administration and the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
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A copy of the Offer of Proof can be obtained by contacting Beth Binstock at (406) 247-4653.
_1106563383.bin

