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HOBBS MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO FEDERAL 
CRACK COCAINE AND FIREARM CHARGES

            LAS CRUCES – Today in Las Cruces, Hobbs, New Mexico resident Carlos T. Gibson, 

28, pled guilty to a two-count information charging him with possession of crack cocaine with 

the intent to distribute and being a felon in possession of a firearm.  Gibson has been in federal 

custody since his arrest on January 5, 2011, and will remain detained pending his sentencing 

hearing, which has yet to be scheduled.

            United States Attorney Kenneth J. Gonzales said that the charges arose out of conduct 

occurring in Lea County, New Mexico.  In pleadings filed with the court, Gibson admitted that 

on June 1, 2010, police officers who were responding to a disturbance found a 9 mm pistol on 

the ground wrapped in a shirt near where Gibson was standing.  Gibson’s thumbprint was found 

on the pistol’s magazine.  According to the information, Gibson was prohibited from possessing 

a firearm because he has a prior felony conviction for possession with the intent to distribute 

crack cocaine.

            Gibson also admitted that, on December 20, 2010, a Hobbs police officer saw Gibson 

step out of a Cadillac into an alley.  As Gibson did so, a bag fell to the ground.  Gibson picked 

up the bag and began walking away.  When the officer approached Gibson, he attempted to run 

away from the officer, but the officer was able to stop Gibson.  Inside Gibson’s coat, the officer 

found four baggies containing a total of 12.75 grams of crack cocaine.  

            At sentencing, Gibson faces up to 20 years in prison on the drug charge and up to 10 

years in prison on the firearm charge.  The case was investigated by the Drug Enforcement 

Administration and the Hobbs Police Department, and is being prosecuted by Assistant United 



States Attorney Randy M. Castellano.
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