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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
-----------------------------------x 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

-v-

PETER J. LESNIEWSKI 1 

JOSEPH RUTIGLIANO/ 
STEVEN GAGLIAN0 1 and 
RICHARD EHRLINGER 1 

Defendants. 

-----------------------------------x 

COUNT ONE 

INDICTMENT 
M.tfcr. 1091 (VM) 
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(Conspiracy to Commit Mail Fraud, Wire Fraud 
and Health Care Fraud) 

The Grand Jury charges: 

The Defendants 

1. PETER J. LESNIEWSKI, the defendant/ is a 

Board-certified orthopedist. From at least in or about the 1990s 

up to and including no earlier than in or about 2008, LESNIEWSKI 

assisted retirees from the Long Island Rail Road Company ("LIRR") 

in applying for occupational disability benefits from the United 

States Railroad Retirement Board ("RRB"). LESNIEWSKI submitted 

medical reports to the RRB, recommending hundreds of LIRR workers 

for disability benefits. At times relevant to this Indictment, 

LESNIEWSKI worked with another orthopedist who is deceased 

("Disability Doctor-2"). 

2. JOSEPH RUTIGLIANO, the defendant/ was a former LIRR 

conductor and union president who applied for and received RRB 
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occupational disability benefits after his retirement. No later 

than upon his retirement, RUTIGLIANO also worked as a 

"facilitator" who purported to advise and assist LIRR workers in 

planning for post-retirement disability and in preparing 

disability applications for submission to the RRB. In exchange 

for this service, RUTIGLIANO was paid a fee of approximately $1000 

per client, typically in cash. 

3. STEVEN GAGLIANO and RICHARD EHRLINGER, the 

defendants, are former LIRR employees who have retired on LIRR 

pensions. After their retirement, they each applied for and 

received RRB disability benefits. 

Overview Of The Premeditated Disability Fraud 

4. The defendants and their co-conspirators committed 

a fraud 1n which LIRR workers who were ready to retire falsely 

claimed to be disabled, including occupationally disabled, in 

order to receive extra benefits to which they were not entitled. 

Specifically, LIRR employees, who were eligible to retire as early 

as age 50 with an LIRR pension, sought to supplement their LIRR 

pension with a separate RRB disability annuity which, when 

combined with their LIRR pension, resulted in a total income level 

that often approximated their pre-retirement, working income. 

This fraud was perpetrated with the knowing and intentional 

involvement of PETER J. LESNIEWSKI, the defendant, and another 

doctor ("Disability Doctor-2") - who falsely declared retiring 

LIRR workers to be disabled when in truth and in fact the workers 

2 
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