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WORK HANDLED BY UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS' OFFICES

CRIMINAL CASES AND COMPLAINTS

During fiscal year 1958, new criminal business received in United States
Attorneys' offices showed a slight upward trend. Total eriminal complaints
received were 100,447 an increase of 3,779 or 3.9 per cent over the preceding
fiscal year. Criminal cases filed increased by 4.2 per cent or 1,216 to
30,485 cases. Among the types of violations having the largest increases
were Liquor Law (from 3,693 to 4,160); National Stolen Property Act (5,365
to 5,870); Postal Laws (1,952 to 2,339); and Embezzlement (595 to 882),
Narcotics and Counterfeiting end Forgery showed very little change. Criminal
Tax cases filed decreased 224 or 16.6 per cent. The foregoing violations
comprise 60 per cent of the totsl criminel cases §§§%du o N

There were increases in U8 districts in criminal filings ﬁhiéh\ranged
from 260 in the District of Columbia to 3 &ases in Western South Carolinsa:
while decreases occurred in 45 districts and ranged from 139 in Western
Kentucky to 1 case in Western Oklahoms.

Grand jury proceedings totaled 15,690 a slight increase of 3.2 per
cent over the number for the previous figeal year. They have remained close
to the 15,000 mark (since 1955).

For the first time since fiscal year 1954, the number of eriminal cases
terminated fell behind the number filed, aslthough the 29,806 cases involving
39,174 defendants showed a slight increase of 398 or 1.4 per cent over the
29,408 terminated in 1957. Of the 29,806 cases closed 22,050 (having 27,917
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defendants) were by plea of guilty, 2,240 (involving 3,253 defendants) were

found guilty after trial, and 819 (with 1,330 defendants) not guilty. Cases
handled per Assistant United States Attorney increaged by 8 over the pre-
vious fiscal year while cases terminated per Assistant United States
Attorney increased by 2.

A total of 71,098 criminal complaints were closed without reaching
court dockets an increese of 3,117. Declinations of prosecution in these
complaints amounte@ to 62,739, an increage of 2,8&5 over the previous
flscal year.

" The backlog of pending criminel caeses totaling 7,333 showed a slight
increase of 2.3 per cent over June 30, 1957. 5,563 cases are in a triable
status while 1,770 are in a fugitive or other stabtus beyond the control of
United States Attorneys. There has been little change in the age of criml-
nal casee pending in United States Attorneys' offices, in the last three
fiscal years. For example, there has been a slight rise in the number of
cases less than one year old, and correspondingly a slight decrease in those

more than one year old as indicated by the following table.

Less than one year old More than one year old
June 30, 1956 4,283 3,058
June 30, 1957 Y, heT 2,951

June 30, 1958 h,781 2,806




CIVIL SUITS AND MATTERS

Civil matters received showed an increase of 3,529 to 32,660, a 12.1
per cent gain over the 26,131 received in the previous year. It iz note-
worthy that this represents the largest number of matters ever received in
2 single fiscal year.

Likewise, the 24,573 civil suits filed in court were 1,651 more than
the 22,922 filed in 1957 an increase of 7.2 per cent which represents the
highest mmber of civil suits filed in any fiscal year. The larger ine-
creases ranged from 112 in Western New York to 418 in Eastern Michigan and
in six other districts including Minnesota where new civil cases rose fron
313 to Tlk.

A total of 51 districts showed inereases; three had the same number;
and 40 districts had decreases. Southern California with a decrease of 309
had the largest numeric decrease while Southern Texas with a decrease of
255 or 38.9 per cent had the greatest percentage decrease.

Sixty«~five distriets showed increases in matters received. New Jersey
had the largest increase of 406 over the 816 matters received in 1957. The
increases in suits filed and matters received resulted in a slowing down of
the Department's drive to reduce backlogs.

Veterans and Tax cases accounted for the largest parf of the increase
in suites filed according to major cause of action.

While eivil suits filed were reaching & new high, the number of civil
suits terminated showed a slight decline from 23,498 to 22,942. Although

this is the third highest total ever closed in any fiscal year, it is,
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nevertheless, a reversal of the trend of the iwo preceding fiscal years when
more cases were terminated than were filed. It is interesting to note that
exactly half of the 94 districts had decreases in the pumber of cases ter-
minated while five had no change, and forty-two showed incressas. Eastern
Michigan with 825 suits terminated had 205 more than the year before. On
+the other hénd, Northern and Southern California with 331 and 597 respec-
tively had the largest decreases in suits terminsted. However in both of
these districts more suits were terminated than filed so that there was a
decreage in thelr pending caseloads.

The backlog of civil pending cases increased by 7.5 per cent to 18,940,
or 1,315 more than the 17,625 pending as of June 30, 1957.

Almost 60 per cent of the cases were pending in 21 districts with case-
losds ranging from 287 in Noxthern New York to 1,073 in SOuthern New York.
Contract actions with 2,531, Landes with 3,339, Torts with 1,945, Veteran's
ratters with 1,770, Tax Lien with 2,257 and Civil Tax with 2,778 compriesed

T7.2 per cent of this total of 18,940 cases.




SAVINGS - COLLECTIONS - PERSONNEL

$61,580,086 wae saved in 1,288 of the 22,942 civil suits terminated
in which the government as defendant was sued for a totel of $92,055,738.
This is an increase of $37,471,715 or 85.0 per cent over the $44,108,371
saved in the previous fiscal year.

For the second year in succession, collections were down. Compared
with the previous fiscal year, $29,187,860 a decrease of 19.1 per cent,
was collected in fiscal year 1958. This represents a return of $2.46 for
each doller of the $11,862,900 appropriated for United States Attorneys'
,éffices for the year ending June 30, 1958.

During the year, an average of 1,558 employees were employed in United
States Attorneys offices; 304 employees were asppointed and 312 separated
a net loss of 8 employees, and 1,550 employees were on the rolls as of

June 30, 1958,
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" CHART NO. 3 __
CRIMINAL GCASES PENDING
AS OF JUNE 30,1958

OTAL 7,333 CASES

(EXCLUDES ALASKAN LOCAL OFFENSES)
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CHART NO.4
CRIMINAL GCASES PENDING

5Y OFFENSE
AS OF JUNE 30, 1958
TOTAL 7,333 CASES

(EXCLUDES ALASKAN LOCAL OFFENSES)
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CHART NO.5

AGE OF CRIMINAL CASES PENDING

AS OF JUNE 30,1958
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CHART NO.6
CRIMINAL CASES FILED
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CHART NO.7
CRIMINAL CASES FILED
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CHART MNO. 9
- CRIMINAL CASES TERMINATED
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CHART NO. 12

CIVIL SUITS PENDING
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CHART NO. I3
CIVIL SUITS PENDING BY CAUSE OF ACTION

AS OF JUNE 30,1958
TOTAL 18,940 SUITS




CHART NO. 14

AGE OF GIVIL SUITS PENDING:

AS OF JUNE 30, 1958
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CHART NO. 15
CIVIL CASES FILED
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CHART NO. 16

CIVIL MATTERS RECEIVED
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CHART NO.I7
CIVIL CASES TERMINATED
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CHART NO. /8

APPROPRIATIONS AND GOLLEGTIONS
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TABLE 5.
UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS FINANCIAL SUMMARY
FISCAL YEAR ENDED JONE 33, 1958
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