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FORMER HOSPITAL EXECUTIVE
SENTENCED FOR DEALINGS
WITH STATE SENATOR

As president of Roger Williams Medical Centegbert A. Urciuoli hired
Senator John Celona, ostensibly to do outreach for the Village at ElImhurst, an
assisted living center affiliated with
: Roger Williams. As evidence showed
- two trials in U.S. District Court, Ce-

"l onabs real job w
cal centerds poli
house. Celona worked to advance leg

advance
I nt erest

l ati on that Urciuoli deemed favorable t
and kill bills deemed not. He also used his office to help Urciuoli negotiate with
insurance companies for more favorable reimbursement terms.
oPublic corruption is oftenatwevay str eet . O
Celona pleaded guilty to federal corruption charges. Urciuoli was convicted
in 2006 but the First Circuit reversed that conviction, finding that the scope of
feder al Ahonest services mail fraudo wa
which legislators have jobs outside government.
The case was retried, with the issues that the First Circuit had raised resolved,
2 and Urciuoli was found guilty of the same three dozen charges as at the first
trial. Chief U.S. District Court Judge Mary M. :
" Lisi imposed the same prison sentence as Ju g
Ernest C. Torres had imposed after the first t
d 36 months. Judge Lisi also fined Urciuoli
© §30,000.
g hﬁthhi s case demonst r SRS 7 b!;ii'.lb| ic co
tionisoftenatwevay street, 0 U.S. Attorney
Robert Clark Corrente s @itkrecanfemer e ar e
John Celonas without Robert Urciuolis. o

Celona has completed a-8tbnth federal prison sentence.
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900 grams of cocaine leads to quilty plea

Eric Smyth plied his cocaine trade out of a residence on Fenner Avenue in Middletown, and stashed

drugs in the basement of hi 21 0s
Task Force agents developed information implicating Smytt
approached him after he car »f hi

on foot but was caught nearby and arrested, and agents rec
ered a bag of cocaine that he had tossed. In the Newport hc
agents found bags of cocaine stashed beneath a floor joist i.. ...

basement. At the Middletown residence, they found more cocaine. Agents seized a
total of 910 grams of cocairde about two poundd and $4,278 in cash. Smyth
pleaded guilty to a federal drug trafficking chargesistant U.S. Attorney Sandra R. Hebert.

DEA breaks up heroin ring

Hector Figueroa, also known as Borran a streelevel heroin distribution operation. He ordered

drugs fromRicardo Quezada AKA Monstro, who obtained them from a supplier nardedn An-

tonio LopezAcevedg who i n turn had obtained them from
brother,Angel Figueroa AKA Piyi, prepared the heroin for street sale in packages labeled

i S T R O NP€drodRamosandRosalin Chavezdistributed the heroin that
Piyi packaged. DEA agents monitored conversations in which Figuero
others directed runners to deliver heroin to customers. In March 2008,
agents followed Quezada to a rest area-68 In Connecticut, where he
met with LopezAcevedo. Connecticut state troopers later detained Log
Acevedo and DEA agents seized $16,000 in cash from his car.-Lopez
Acevedo subsequently admitted having met with Quezada at least six
to exchange drugs or cash. All six defendants pleaded guilty in Provid
to federal drug charges. Hector Figueroa was sentenced to 121 months in

prison, Angel Figueroa to 46 months, Chavez to 33 months, Ramos to 63 months, Quezada to 72
months, and LopeAcevedo to 87 month&ssistant U.S. Attorney Sandra R. Hebert

h
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New Jersey steroid dealer is sentenced

Daniel McGlonesold steroids and human Growth Hormone over the internet and throughdntitisg

magazines. Operating as American Pharmaceutical Group, he advised customers

_ what to order based on their stated needs. He then obtained prescriptions from physi-

#a cians and had them filled for his customers at large, mail order pharmacies. He

| pleaded guilty in Rhode Island to 50 federal charges, and was sentenced to two years

in prison. He also forfeited to the government about $736,000 and has to pay Blue

Cross Blue Shield of Rhode Island $20,000 for prescriptions reimbursements that the
insurer paid. Two New York physiciandna Maria Santi, andVictor Mariani ,
admitted that they wrote prescriptions at McGIl one
or seen.Assistant U.S. Attorney Adi Goldstein.

One-time Latin Kings racketeering defendant is sentenced to 224 months for drugs and quns

State Police detectives found four handguns, ammunition, and 33 grams of crack ca€aiira ixdbul-
| a haagment in Providence. When they entered the apartment, he was holding a pistol

but dropped it when ordered to do so. He plead P ROJECT **

guilty to crack cocaine trafficking and being a

felon in possession of firearms, and was senter S A F E

to 224 months in prison. Two years of that sen- NEIGHBORHOODS

tence is for violating supervised release from a America’s Network Against Gun V'°'e"°e

1997 racketeering conviction, when he admi

Kings street gang in Rhode Island. Abdulla was sentenced then to 115 months in prison for firearms of-
fenses and witness intimidatioAssistant U.S. Attorney Kenneth P. Madden.

Former police officer sentenced for tipping off a drug dealer

Paul Vittorio was a North Providence Police Officer for nine years. During that time he became friends
with Louis Romanelli, who trafficked in pharmaceuticals. When Vittorio learned that
Romanelli might be under investigation, he alerted Romanelli and advised him to relo-
cate his trafficking base. After agents arrested Romanelli, Vittorio tried to influence
the testimony of a grand jury witness and later tried to debrief the witness after a
grand jury appearance. Vittorio pleaded guilty to misprision of a felony, witness tam-
pering, and making false statements to a federal agent. He resigned from the police
department and a federal judge sentenced him to five months in prison plus five
months home confinement. Romanelli pleaded guilty to drug dealing, health care fraud, and money laun-
dering. Assistant U.S. Attorney Adi Goldstein.
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Guilty plea in false tax refunds

JoseflnaLoren2|f iled fraudulent tax refunds to receive
her own address. She tried to enlist the aid of a professional check cashing store to cash the
checks, but the owner went to the IRS. Agents then monitored a conversation in which
Lorenzi asked a store employee to help her cash a large number of refund checks from re-
turns that had been filed fraudulently. Lorenzi managed to cash one check for $8,865, and

J tried to cash two more. Agents found checks totaling $22,526 at her house, and determined
that she had filed additional returns claiming $113,503 in refuAdsistant U.S. Attorney

Andrew J. Reich.

Machine shop owners guilty of tax fraud
Bruce Lapierre andAlbert Martin ran Classic Machine, a machine shop in Woonsocket, and used a series
of ruses to conceal their income and avoid paying taxes. Rather than open busines ;

counts they used the per s darraihe Marting and ant bert
anonymous fAprivateo banking service ¢ 2d to
also used multiple business names and made extensive use of cash and money orf =

Lapierre tried to obstruct an | RS i nuv\ ation

assets and sending frivolous letters to the IRS claiming he did not have to pay incoic
taxes. A jury convicted all three of tax evasion and conspiracy to defraud the United S@ieFax Divi-

sion Trial Attorneys John Kane and Jorge Almonte.

Asbestos contractor extorted kickbacks from workers
Mi chael Masbeatos almateriest company performed abatement projects for several publlc entities,
including municipal housing authorities. Working on governmen A
projects, he was required to pay a prevailing wage, as formulate
the U.S. Department of Labor. Macaruso submitted documents
porting that he was doing so and had paychecks generated tha
flected the prevailing wage. However, he cashed the checks hir| g
and paid his workers in cash at considerably below the prevailir N
wage. Macaruso pleaded guilty to extorting kickbacks from public

DEPARTMENT OF THE

r

works employees and filing a false income tax return. A federal judge sentenced him to two years in prison,

fined him $50,000, and ordered him to pay $117,840 restitution to his wokssistant U.S. Attorney Lee
H. Vilker.

€
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Former hospital security quard sentenced in ID theft

Michael Bermudezwas a contract security guard at Rhode Island Hospital. He

stole patientsé identification data and
tracts and RadioShack credit cards. He sold the cell phonespaigqghones. Af-
ter Bermudez pleaded guilty to credit card fraud and aggravated identity theft, a fed-
eral judge sentenced him to 39 months in prison for credit card fraud and identity
theft. Three RadioShack clerks admitted helping Bermudez in the fraud scheme.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Adi Goldstein
Florida man looted Rhode Island trucking firms
Patrick Crow purchased Dean Transportation Services, an East Providence trucking firm. He quickly
defaulted on the companyés financial obligations
empl oyeesd6 paychecks for health care. nremjiums an

chased €Line Trucking, based in Warwick, and repeate e
his practice of not paying over health care premiums ar ¢t

payroll taxes. Crowe had several prior federal convictio
_|in New York for wire fraud and bankruptcy fraud. He [
pleaded guilty to federal charges for looting the Rhode \=
land companies and was subsequently charged in Flori
and Connecticut with passing bad checks. A federal judge in Providence sen-
tenced Crowe to four years in prison, and ordered him to pay a total of nearly $300,000 to health insur-
ers, a payroll company, and other creditors. He must also pay the IRS about $127,000 in payroll taxes.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Adi Goldstein

Bank robber tries to swim to freedom, gets ten years in prison

Alvin Murray used a threatening note to get $10,000 in a robbery at a
Sovereign Bank branch in Cumberland. When Cumberland police spot-
ted him after the robbery, he ran, and then jumped in the Blackstone
River. Murray swam toward the Central Falls shore, where Central Falls
police were waiting for him and, during the swim, lost the bag contain-
ing the robbery loot. Police never recovered the Bagistant U.S.

Attorney Zechariah Chafee
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