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Anti-Terrorism Advisory Council
U.S. Attorney’s Office
Eastern District of Wisconsin

Prevention of School Attacks in the United States
Courtesy of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Georgia Information and Sharing
Analysis Center, we provide the attached bulletins for the use of law enforcement, public
safety, first responders, and school officials in reviewing and updating all applicable
plans for securing educational facilities.
Key points for consideration include the following:
-Incidents of targeted violence at schools are rarely sudden impulsive acts;

-Prior to most attacks, someone knew about the attacker’s ideas or plans;

-Most attackers have engaged in some type of behavior before the attack that caused
concern by others or indicated a need for help.

Sources: Joint FBI-GISAC School Safety Bulletin

X

Questions/Comments/Suggestions should be addressed to:
Anti-Terrorism Advisory Council/United States Attorney’s Office
Steven D. Keene — 414-297-4540

Special Investigator

email: steven.keene@usdoj.gov

or

Elizabeth Makowski — 414-297-4502
Information Officer
email: elizabeth.makowski@usdoj.gov
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JOINT FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -
GEORGIA INFORMATION SHARING AND ANAYLSIS CENTER
INTELLIGENCE BULLETIN

20 April 2007

(U) Prevention of School Attacks in the United States

(V) This Joint Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and Georgia Information and Sharing
Analysis Center (GISAC) Intelligence Bulletin provides local, state, and federal law
enforcement and other public safety officials with situational awareness concerning the
safety and security of educational facilities in the United States. This bulletin should be read
in conjunction with Joint FBI-DHS Bulletin No. 222 dated 11 October 2006.

(V) Overview

Unclassified

(V) The April 16 mass shooting at Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University serves as a reminder to law enforcement and
school officials of the need to have a coordinated emergency
response plan that includes government officials, law enforcement,
and emergency responders working together to bring about an
effective conflict resolution. Additionally, law enforcement
should work with school officials to identify student or faculty
issues that may be precursors to violence, before they result in a
crisis.

(U) The Department of Education has widely disseminated, A Guide to Practical
Information on Crisis Planning. This guide, as well as suggested protective measures and
guidance for creating a school emergency and crisis management plan, can be found in Joint
FBI-DHS Bulletin No. 222 dated 11 October 2006.

(V) Helpful Links
o www.ed.gov/admins/lead/safety/emergencyplan/index.html

Terrorism: Preparing for the Unexpected,
www.redcross.org/pubs/dspubs/terrormat.html
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(V) The Risk of Copycat Violence

(V) School shootings and other violent incidents that receive intense media attention can
generate threats or copycat violence elsewhere. Anecdotal evidence strongly indicates that
threats increase in schools nationwide after a shooting has occurred anywhere in the United
States. Since the Shooting at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University this week,
numerous threats against schools, to include bomb threats, have been reported in Georgia,
Florida, California and other states. Please ensure that all school-related threats are reported
to the Atlanta FBI/JTTF.

(U) In many cases, after a school shooting occurred, it was learned that students were aware
of issues, statements, or actions by the attacker, prior to the incident, which were ignored or
not reported to school officials or law enforcement. In the Safe School Initiative Study
completed by the United States Secret Service, 10 Key findings were identified as
commonalities among school attacks.

e (U) Incidents of targeted violence at school rarely were sudden, impulsive acts.

e (U) Prior to most incidents, other people knew about the attacker’s idea and/or
plan to attack.

e (U) Most attackers did not threaten their targets directly prior to advancing the
attack.

e (U) Most attackers engaged in some type of behavior prior to the incident that
caused others concern or indicated a need for help.

e (U) There is no accurate or useful “profile” of students who engaged in targeted
school violence.

e (U) Most attackers had difficulty coping with significant losses or personal
failures. Moreover, many had considered or attempted suicide.

e (U) Many attackers felt bullied, persecuted, or injured by others prior to the
attack.

e (U) Most attackers had access to and had used weapons prior to the attack.

e (U) In many cases, other students were involved in the attacks.

e (U) Despite prompt law enforcement responses, most shooting incidents were
stopped by means other than law enforcement intervention.

(V) Indicators of Surveillance

(U/IFOUO) In September of 2004, a deadly terrorist attack occurred against a school in
Beslan, Russia where approximately 331 people were killed by Chechen separatists. It is
recommended that law enforcement become familiar with established indicators that may
suggest terrorist surveillance of educational facilities. These indicators can be found in Joint
FBI-DHS Bulletin, No. 222 dated 11 October 2006. Alone, each indicator can result from
legitimate recreational or commercial activities as well as criminal activity not related to
terrorism; multiple indicators, however, could suggest a heightened terrorist threat.
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(V) Friday, April 20, 2007, is the anniversary of the Columbine school shooting. If you have
any relevant information concerning possible threats or information about suspicious
activities in your community that could be indicators of school violence or terrorist activities,
please notify the FBI Atlanta Division through the 24-hour Georgia Terrorism Tip Line, 1-
877-4ATL-FBI (1-877-428-5324), or 404-679-9000.

Contact

(U) This bulletin was prepared by the FBI Atlanta Division and the Georgia Information Sharing and Analysis
Center. Comments and queries may be addressed to the Atlanta Field Intelligence Group at 404-417-3867,
wkilpatr@leo.gov or to GISAC at 404-486-6420, GISACIntell@gbi.state.ga.us

Distribution
Atlanta FBIJTTF
Georgia Law Enforcement Community
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