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On another occasion I referred to a phrase once used by
William James-='"the moral equivalent of war"<-and suggested that it
uncovered possibilities of thinking during war time, which it was
impossible to neglect. Even if it were desirable to stop thinking of
~ the world and its future because we are fighting, we can no more do,
so than we can stop laughing or loving or enjoying life while life
still goes on, It is interesting to note that actording to a recent
study published by the Twentieth Century Fund there are about 112
oréanizations, public and private, that are engaged in some kind of
post=war stﬁdy. The sum of all our thinking has much to do with
the everyday world that we are constagtly shaping, and out of which
will some day emerge the new world that is to follow our victory. We
can ﬁb more sit down and shape that new world, sit down and plan it
all out beautifully in blue prints and diagrams than we can arrange
thé‘patterh of our own individual lives. Those who try to live by the
panacea of_theoretical reform unrélated to the streaming forces of life
are destined to float pretty quietly in the little backwaters that lie
aside from the rush of thé current. But that is not‘to.say'that thinkers
and dreamers and %hiloséphers have not enormously influenced the shape
of things, or %o deny that Kant, Aquinas, Fmerson and Steinmetz have
not had a greater'influence oh our lives than Napoleon and Adolf Hitler--
that is, in thefﬁlthnate run of hiétbry.

We are‘engagéd in fighting a war for democracy. To &ll of
us the word connotés certain accepted assumptions--the power to choose

our goverrmments, trial of crimes and of civil grievances in courts of
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Jjustice; the free play of criticism and of thought; consciences that
are free from thc state, Iree to worship and tc practice religion as
we choose; control of our personal lives--in ordinary times—by author-
ities limited to certain accepted measures of universai education and
defined policing, neccssary to the proper protection ;nd functioning
of the s;éte and of itc people. About those ba;ic aséumptiocs there is
but little dispute. Where once men fought bitterly against a religion
being forced by the state on those who would not have 1t or to protect N
_~thelr Tights against star chamber, or to be represented 1f they were -
' taxed today the confllct is over other functlons of a democracy.:,:
And thls change, 1 take 1t, is 1nherent in the essence of
damocracy. For if that essence is ultimately rooted in a p051t1ve de—l7'5:;
u;imand for the best of possible lives; 1if the democratic urge Sprlngs from
ff"the 1n515tence on 11fe as en end in 1tself as opposed.to the negatioc t'f
'tlmpllCIt 1n state-worshlp, then, change 15 the breath of 1ts noctrlls, for -3

! -lt' B 7

;'llfe 1tself cannot be statlc, csnnot be mechanlstlc, bub must move and

f”grow in order to endure ‘at all.

The law of democracy al.so must be the law of tolerance.u,l s

¢

b

b the long run you elthcr live nextto the felTOW who dlcagrees thh you ;t}i}
and let him 11ve, or you kill him. If we wlShed to ovar51mpllfy'the .
difference which nerhaps essentially separates the damccratlc way of
iife from the Nazi way of 1ife, we might conclude that ours is to live
and let live, while the Nazis farce their way of life on others,‘and if
they do not conform, the Nazis kill, Théy believe in living, but not
in ietting others live. | |

Tolerance is therefore a point of view, which when translated
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to the practical level of an everyday life becomes the philosophy of
campramise. For if we posit our democracy on the: value of competition
and on the health of conflicting ideas, we necessarily must compromise
in order to remain an organic whole, unless someone' sits on top with a
.¢lub and hits us on the head when we do not conform, when we talk back;
and this is ﬁrecisely"what‘we dislike about the Nazi rule, because our '
experience, the entire experience of the world, has tended to show that
when a people sets up a political all highest, with unlimited authority
to run their show for them, the all highest soon-becomes a rapacious
thing, with ambitions of thuggery unfortunately not limited to his own
corner of the earth.

‘Compramise, then, becomes the basic way of democracy. The
word has, I know, an ugly sound, connoting a negative attitude, as if
courage were gone aﬁd the practical politician changed places wiﬁh'the
man who was ready to die for his .idea, But I mean it in the sense of
give and take, as I have indicated; and of the two I am usually in-
clined to prefer the practical politician to a Savonarola. Of course
it depends a good deal on the ldea for which you.may be ready to die,

I,have suggested that the development of democracy, of the
history of the race if you 1like, saw once bitterly contested ideas.
gradually take their place in the accepted creed. of the people moving
from the level of revolution to the half forgotten habit of the accepted.
Universal suffrage for us has substantially experienced that change.
Today we are in essence a political democracy. With a few striking
exceptions the growth of democracy is no longer now on:the political,

but on the industrizl level. The problems which challenge us are
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problems of capital and labor; of the ircidence and distribution of
taxation; of the vitality of little business in a.world of vast
enterprise} of the protection of accepted and appropriaté bﬁsiﬁess
profits based on an econcomic system which has not thus far proved
capable of preventing scarcity where abundance is nee&ed; of the new
idea~=an idga still in its ‘teens, that we need not have'the poor
always with us, and that the problem is econcmic rather than moral;

_ that the state should be concerned first and foremost with thé problem

of unemployment, and that no state ‘can or should endure which 18 nob

50 concerned- and tbat freedan from want is as pr801ous as the freedcm :;

......

I

‘f~tc say who shall govern us whlch the American Revolution was fought
i.to achieve. . * ) |
The last .war suggested but dld not conv1nce us, tha£ deﬁocracy
;;Ucould not be iselated. Only a few mcnths ago that Was a burnlng ques- 3
ftlon, ag it had not been 51nce the League of Natlons was debated aorosé i;
tiéhe land and flnally defeatedw Perhaps tha defeat came chiefly from the‘g
.'xactiv1ties of that 11ttle group of willful Sehators, but I am’ tempted ;I;
f“:to thlnk whatever thelr 1nfluencs may have been, that 1t worked in a E
largely sympathetxc polmtlcal climate whlch,had come down to.us froq.

: the old days of our beginnings; when "entangling alliances' touched thei;i
mind of a defenseless little country, big w;th this new experiment,
actually isolated as it were by the will of Providence, and disdainful and’
distrustful of those ancient tyrants who seemed to have corrupted all but
this new world. I do not think that in an integrated world democracy

can remnain isoclated. But the implications of such a conclusion are of

vast significance; and the problems it raises, temporarily in abeyance
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in the unity of the war, are not disposed of, and will face us with new
insistence when the peace comes.

I have suggested that a democratic philosophy largely operates
inrough compromise. This ié particularly true with us where di{;arences
of race and nationality have not been melted by the years into as yet
strikingly national characteristics. More than other nations we are a
nation of minorities. In religion no single group forms a unified
majority. The great Negro population--roughly a tenth of our entire
people--preéents difficult problems that must be solved if we are true
' to our inheritance, and the ring of our words has any honest reality,

Is it a wonder that often‘théy are bitter, when, as recently in Detro;p,
they are denied their lawful rigﬁfs to occupy houses tuilt for them by the
goverrmment? And here at ieast there is no ground for wltimate compro-
mise for those who take their démocracy seriously, -and who insist that
this greatly underprivileged é?oup is given a more equal opportunityh

to share with the'rest of‘us in the fruits of a democracy that includes
us all, . |

There are spheres, then, wherein compromise becames in-
tolerablé,'becbmés imﬁossible, where abéndoﬁment of some basic.concepfion
tends to make insincere'fhe whole program, and gaées the preachment of‘
the democratic fai£ﬁ nothihg but an expression qf hypocrisy to the

ears of those who came within the exception, No democracy can endure
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without translation of faith into zction, As with other organic entities
democracy comes to be known by its works. The distrust of parts of the
British Empire for its rulers grew from the failure of the government to
tfanslate into practice the doctrine of self-goverrment and now; woen a
federation of nations is being aotualiy achieved within'the British Empire,
and despite increasiug awareness of the problem by British Officials, here
and there distruef; bred of the past, hampers.the present, With us I have
instanced the Negro problem, Dnly those blind to reallties would 1ns:st
that this can be solved overnight or except through the evolution of .
good will translated 1nto good action. But at least public off;c;ale cau:>’
insist that wherever the opoortunity is offered, justioe'ehall be'dispereed'i
for all slike, opportunitles kept open, and the power of government held ”
steadlly behind the ideals of government '

I have suggested to you that democracy is a growing process,‘

and ‘bhat today it is operating on an 1ndustr1al level, apply':mg 1'bs

'.~processee to such immediate taske as the ellmlnatlon of unemployment and

the assurance of 1arge scale production. In faoing the post-wer problems::'
it will be necessary, in order to prevent the collapse of our system,
changed overnight from a war to a peace besis, to act aggreseively'ano
with speed durlng the period of readjustment We insist on this.kind of
action in war; and the filrst months of peace will present problems no
less difficult and no less immediate than those that faced us in the first
days of war, In this war we have had to arm with the greatest speed in
order to meet the challenge of & foe whose chief advantage was that he

had been longer prepaxring. In the sudden peace, we shall have to act with
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swift effectiveness to prevent a collapse, following, perhaps, a short
post-ﬁar boom., The situvation will be somewhat analagqus to the dark
days of 1933, when the baﬁks were folding up. The government could and
did aét quickly and effectively, The governmént can and will act in the

same way when the time comes,

fhe Congress is evidently éﬁare of the immediate needs of the
post war period, for £he War Powers Aéts, giving very great powers to the
President‘in the war emergency, extend some of these powers for six months
"after the termination of the war, w

;I éé not mean to;impiy that government is the only way in which
a free peﬁple can exercise iis authority, or that putting great powers
in goﬁernment does not involve taking great risks, Publié neéds can be
furthered iﬂ many other wayé. A striking example is the use of co=~opera=
tivés, s0 effectively employed by the Scandinavien countries before the ’
war, and not deval;ped in our cquntry to anything liike %heir possibilities.
;nd we should remember, as I think we have realized during this war, that
as long as the ﬁeople keep the ultim;te control in their hands, as long
as free eléctions and free courts endure, the people can not only give
their goverrment powers to funqtion effeétively, but will insist that
these éowers be used for the a;tive good of the community.

Just as the democratic growth changes in emphasis or direction,
as new problems arise, our conception of the scope of govermment follows
these changes., Our original conception was greatly influenced by a
reaction against the tyranny which we had §haken ciear. Government had
become the symbol of that tyranny,“for the hiétory of the struggle for

freedom had largely been a history of resistance to government oppression.
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The checks and balancgs an@ division of powers in our Constitution were
the national expressicn of that distrust. In a small population, mainly
agricultural, scattered, homogeneous, . when 1ife was largely bounded by
' ?he immediate and simple interests of the local community, there was no
n;ed for the strength of a government that later was .recessary to deal
with the vast industrial problems.of the nation, As.the nation grew,
and the country became industrialized, the conception 'of a govermment
vhose role was largely negative changed to the conception that govermment
musf actively interest itselg in ;he welfare of the citizen, ' Free
universal,edgctiqn,ﬁas the first expression of this changei Social
legislation in the last decade has been its most recent example,

The ancient conflictiof authority and liberty therefore is as
acute as ever., I have dwelt on the problem on the political and govern-
mental level. But ultimately the amount of authority that a government
finds it necessary to exervise depends to no small extent on the dis-’
cipline of the people themselves, In a democracy force cannot be imposed
on an unwilling people in the long run; and no iaw can be enforced against
- the tide of popular approval. The more disciplined is the individual,
the more civic minded and civically unselfish, the less need is there for
goverrment controls, Tﬁe state, to function humansly, must be comtinually
enriched by the individual citizen, not merely the office holder but the
community leader whose leadership raises the community thinking to the
needs of the nation, . N

. This is true of every vital organism. The man after whom this
college was named, Jean Baptiste de La Salle, was such a leader, He came

from a stock which had provided Frange and Spain with statesmen,
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diplomats, explorers, He turned from the quiet of a rectory to the tough
considerations of elementary education, particularly among the poor who
were without it. He instituted the method, revolutionary three hundred
years ago, of group teaching as opposed to what amounted to the current
practice of private coaching, He realized and insisted that teaching was
- a profession, and that to teach adequately teachers themsélves must be
taught, A priest of the Church, he knew and loved Latin, but could see no
wisdom in teaching a French boy Latin so that he might subsequently learn
French and arithmetic., He wés a great pioneer, and you particularly,and
the world at large, owe him a debt of gratitude that is not forgotten,

Democracy can never be static, Either it will move forward, as
it has for the last 150 years; or it will be smothered under the tyranny
of those who hate its strength and its aims, as for the past few years it
has ruthlessly been suppressed among those people where the Nazis had their
will, After the war the test of this growth will be the ability of‘then
great democratic countries to produce and distribute on a consumers! scale,
to meet the people's needs, no longer limited by the theory of a scarcity
economy. The more production the more work., Fortune quotes a college boy
as sayiég: T don't mind fighting if it is necessary. But I don't want to
spend two or three years in the Army and then come out only to be told by
an aged idiot that I can't have a job until the budget is balanced.m

Recently the Vice President, speaking at a dinner of the Free
World Association in New York with splendid eloquence, yet very simply,
said this: "Yes, and when the time of peace comes, the citizen will again

have a duty, the supreme duty of sacrificing the lesser interest for the
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greater interest of thes general welfare, Those who write the peacs

must think of the whole world, There can be no privileged peoples,
We ourselves in the United States are no more a master race than the

Nazis, And we can not perpetuate economic warfare without planting

the seeds of military warfare, We must use our power at the peace

table to build an economic peace that is just, charitable and enduring.”



