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ror us Americans St, Patrick's birthday is a national holiday - not
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7, it is true, but what Irishman ever cared whether the law was with
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hin on a holiday. So far as I know, I have no Irish blood in my veins. But
the Irish, God bless them, claim me occasionally, as when in news articles

I am referred to, not infrequently, as Francis X. Biddle. And you will find

riplénty of Irish in the Department of Justipe: The name of Charles rFahy, the
Solicitor Ceneral, speaks for itself; and the Assistant to the Attorney
General, next in command, James Rowe, has the vigor and imagina?ién that-his
Irish blood guarantees.

Today all of us wear a bit of shamrock in our zea;ts in memory of the
good Saint who fifteen hundred years ago brought Ireland ;n touch with
Western Europe, and particularly with the youné religion of Christ that was
flowering in Rome. The Irish had not yet discovered Aﬁerica; but it did not
take them long to make.theméelﬁéé at home in the new land of freedom when they
fopnd how congenial to their spirit was this wide country of opportunity.

For men who haﬁe lived under a tyranny that has taught them oﬁly to resist do
not fake long to flower énd eipand when a new environment draws them into-its
free heart.

And how the Irish loved freedom!

Dé you‘remeﬁber Wendell Phillips' account of Daniél O'Connell's fight
in the British Parliament fér emanéipation of Negro slaves in the West Indies?
The West Indian‘bldck in.Parliamént, pledged to maintain slavery, had promised
to fhroﬁ théir 27 votes to him on every Irish question if only he would oppose
‘Negfo emancipation. "It was," Fhillips wrote;‘”é terriﬁie“témptation. How
>many‘a so—called statesman would have yielded! 0! Connell said, !Centlemen,
God knows I speak for the saddest nation the sun ever seés} but imay my right

hand forget its cunning and my tongue cleave to, the roof of my mouth if to
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serve lreland; even Ireland, I forget the Negro one single houmi!'"

&lwaysAthe Irish have cared about freedom, not only for.themselves, -
buﬁ for éthers who were making the same fight, "I have seen a white erow
and heard-gf black swans," sai@ John Randolph. ¢f Roanoke, "but.an Irish oppo=-
rent of Amgfican liberty I h;ve never either seen or heard of.". And-in the
Civil wéf‘é»slave holder lamented: "The mistake with us has been that it -was
not madelahfelony to bring in an Irishman when it was made piracy to bring 4n -
an Affican."

They would never forget that dream of nationhood and freedom to which
O'Connell gave such strong substance; for, as T. C. Irwin said in "The .
Potato Digger's Song':

"As the great sun sets in glory furled,

Faith, it's grand to think, as I watch his face,
If he never sets on the dnglish World,
He never, lad, sets on the Irish race,"

And how they took to the land of the free! Between 1650 and 1659
sixty thousand emigrated from ireland to the American Coloniéé, about half
the estimated population for the latter year. In 1789, David Ramsay, the
historian of South Carolina recorded that: "The colonies which now fofm the
United States may be considered as Europe trénsplanted.‘ Ireland, England,
Scotland, France, Germany, Holland, Switzériand, Sweden, Polaﬁd, Iﬁaly fur-
nished the original stock of the present ﬁopulation,Hand are generally supposed
to have contribuﬁed to it in the order named, For éﬂé laét~§0 or &0 years no
nation has contributed so wmuch to the population of Amefica as(Ireland.“

‘And small wonder, for the ﬁew country was a iéﬁd of oppdr%ﬁﬁity, aé
evidenced by a letter that James Murray, é resident 6f New York Gity, Wfote
on November 7, 1737, to his friend the Rev. Baptist Boyd, cyf“c@un‘ty Tyrvoné,

Ireland, '"Reverend Baptist Boyd," it ran, "Read this Letter, and look, and



tell aw the poor Folk of your Place, that God has open'd a Door for their
Deliverance; for here is no Scant of Bread, and if your Sons wad but come here;
they wad get more lioney teechin a Letin Skulle 'in ane Year nor ye yer sell wad
get for three Years preechin whaf ye are. Heverend Baptist Boyd, there came
one with me in the Ship that now gets ane Hundred Pupds for ane year for
teechin a Letin Skulle, and God kens, little he is skilled in Learning, and
“ yebt they think him a high learned tan. Ye ken I had but sma Learning when I
left ye; and now wad ye think it, I hea 20 Pund a Year for being a Clark to
the York lMeeting—-House, and I keep a Skulle for wee Weans. . . 177 Love to ye
aw, 't |

A M"Deseription of the Territory (District) of Colunbia,” published in
Paris in 1816, notes that one-half of the population of Washington were of
Irish origin, many of wham had no acquaintance‘with the English language. A
street sign was observed to read: '"Peter Rodgers, saddler, from:the green
fields of tyranny to the green streets of Washington and liberty." The.sadﬁler
was a native of Cork, who had been banishe& at the age of 75, for no dther

reason (as he alleged) than that of having worn a green colorec coat and vented
sighs for his dear native country. I wonder. . .

But if the Irish 1e”t Ireland to come to America they were not minded to
have the new country forgen whence they had come; and today in the United
States we have 24 Dublinsf 21 Waterfords, 18 Belfasts, 16 Tyrones, 10 Limericks,
9 Antrims, 8 Sligos, 7 Derrys, & Corks, 5 kKildares. . ..

Fighters, dreamers, poets ~ they brought with them memories of that green
Island of Druids and leprechauns; inconsistencies; ‘an expanscive, lyrical humor;
and courage. The Celtic state of mind has been described as "a vehement reaction

against the despotism of fact." They liked the form of humor commenly known
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as a 5buli"; but&the Irish bull, as an Irish writer has said, is always
préénant. 'ﬁﬁ Ifish‘aldermén, speaking on the duty of patriotism at a fore-—
fatheré dinnef in Boston sald: "Every man should love his native land -~ whether
rhe wés born there or not. He should be willing to die for it, People are
dying today‘whp‘nevér died before,!

Aﬁdithef bféééhﬁ courage and the Irish love of battle, and the memory
Sf their ﬂefoic énééstors who had died in battle after deeds of valor. Descen-'
dants of Catholic irish wﬁo had settled in Maryland and Pennsylvania, and of
ProtestanhS’fr5m Ulster iﬁ New England, Virginia and the Carolinas joined the
revolutionary army in 1775, and made up nearly a third of its personnel, ..
Washington's'lfish aides included Adjutant General Edward Hand, rifles;
Brigadier General Stephen Moylan, di*agoons 5 Major General Henry Knox, artillery;
Colonel Ephraim‘Blaine, quartermaster; and John Dunlop, bodyguard. L

In 1776 John Barry, first Commodore of the new United States Navy, was
éppointe&‘tq command the Lexington, which captured the tender Edward after a
sharp action, The Lexington is toéay a glorious name in the great American
navy, ... The first blow struck at the British on the water after war began
was the capture of the British armed schooner Margaretta in lachais Bay, Maine,
by the Américéﬁ Schooner Liberty, in commend of Captain Jeremiah O'Brien, native
of Cork. On orders of General Washington "St. Patrick" was made the watchword
on the niéﬁt‘éeforé the evacﬁétion of Boston by the British, 167 years ago
tonight, March 17, 1776.

ﬁoﬁ is the‘irish tfédi£ion'férgbtten‘infthe Havy,. as witness the fact
that in i863 the U;S; ﬁav&Aéfﬁiéer‘Shémfock was chris@enéd:with-a bottle of
Irish whiékey.

Perhaps as typical an Iriéhman as any of his time was General John

Sullivan, who began his stormy career -in the Revolutionary War by rallying a
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vand of ‘New Eempshire men to capture Fort William and Mary at the entrance of
Portsmouth Harbor. He served at.Poston, at Quebec, Long Island, Jersey, Staten
Island, Germantown, Valley Forge, cdrandywine, Newport. To-quote-from the
Diclticnary of American Blography: "He was brave, hot-headgd, over sensitive,
fond of display, generous to a fault, usually out of money, and a born'political
organizermﬁ:-‘ |

‘& New: Hampshire tradition has it that when Margervarowne, of Cork, was
on her way: to America, -someone asked her what she planned to do when she
reached .the colonies.: !"Raise governors for thim, to be sure," was her ready
Teply. :She married John Sullivan, a schoolmaster, formerly of Limerick.
Reminiscing in her old .age, Margery Browne Sullivan used to say she had known
what it was to work hard»in the‘fie1ds, "ecarrying in my arms the Governor of
Massachusetts, with the Governor of New Hampshire tagging at. my skirts.”. Her
son Jobny:the fighting general who was such a good political Qrgagize;; became
Governor .of New.Hampshire in‘l786;,and his brother James, Governor of
Massachusetts in 1807.

- In the Civil War it was estimated that 40% of the Federals were Irish
© - or of Irish-descent. New-York alone furnished over 51;000 Irishmen and 80,000
of Trish descent. .General Philip H. Sheridan was bern in Albany the year aiter
his parehts arrived fram County Caven. General Thomas Francis leagher com-.
manded:the "Irish Brigade" at Fredericksburg; General.ﬁiqhael_Corcq:an, the
Irish 69th Regiment; Major General Alexander McDowgllﬂﬁcCoquwas,at,Spilgh and
~Corinth, Perrywille; Stone River, Chickamauga.

ol

Tonight, answering to the toast to our dear Country, tonight, as we

remember the Irish, on this their Saint's Day, let us remember some of the
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neroes of EEEE war, A@ericansg whose Irish ancestors must stir tonight in
Prlde over tnel; her01sm as we now record it:

Captalp Colﬂn P ﬁelly, Jr ‘s who on December 9, 1941, near a?ayan,
Phlllpplne Iolaﬂus, Wlbh his plane a focal polnc of flre from strong enemy

:

-#9???5: placed phree'dlrect hits on an‘enemy battleships enrogue to hls home
field was set afire:by two enemy fighters; ordered his crewlﬁovbail dﬁt; last
to leave the ship, frgm which six meﬁ were saved, was killed in the crash,

Corporél Philip N. Murphy, under direct fire from numerous-enemy tanks
at Lyautey, in North Africa, who went into action with an assault gun and
routed six tanks out of the woods into the 0pen, where the air iorces and ob—
servers for naval gunfire could locate them ~ and did. -

Seraeant John D. Sullivan, who part101nated in a day11~ht atback on an
alrdrome at Courtals, in France; and, after his plane had bombed its target,
was auuacxed by from 20 to 30 enemy flﬁhters, and destroyed Nesserschmldt 109.

Lieutenant Commander Edward Henry O’Ha;e, of the Navy, who as’ section
leader and pilot of fighting squadron 3 on February 20, 19¢2, hav1ng 1ost-the
assiétance of his team mates, interposed his plane betwééﬁ hié?Shgp and an
advancing enemy formation of nine aitabking twin~engine heé#y bombers. Attack-
1n~ ‘alone he shot down five enemy bombers and severely dama ed a sixth before
they reached’ the bomb release p01nt. | |

Lleutenant Lcmmande“ Robert E. Kelly, of the Navy, who was awarded the
Army Dlstlngulshed Servmce Cross ana the Sllver Star and the Navy Cross w1th
the following citation: For dlelﬂ“LlShed conduct in the 11ne of hls profes~
sion and for extraordinary coufage in combaé aé commaﬁdlng‘offlce; of the U S.S.
PT 34, when that vessel in company with the U:5.8. PTi{L-made, an attack on the

Japanese light cruiser Kuma on:the night of.April 89, 1942,  Despite extremely



heavy shell fire opposition and the fact that the cruissr was scresned by four
enemy destrdyers, the‘PT‘BA closed to three hundred yard range.and made suc-
cessful torpedo hits on the enemy cruiser, finally sinking her. Then, aon the
following morning, in a narrow chamnel of Cebu Harbor, with three guns of the
?T>34 out‘of action and'a hole six feet across blown through her, Commander
Kelly maneuvering éo save his boat from further direct hits frog four atbacking
enemy dive bombers, mainiainedAfire against the enemy until all of his remain-
ing guns were out of action and with five of his crew of six killed or wounded,y
beaoﬁed ﬁis bogt; and, uﬁder continual strafing from the enemy, directed the
reméval of ﬁhe wounded to a place of safety,.

| Rear Admirel Daniel Judson Callaghan, to whom the President, on
Decémber 92 1942, awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously, presenting it to
his son; Lieuténant (J.G.) Daniel J. Callaghan, Jr. "for extraordinary heroism
and conspilcuous intrepidity above and beypnd the call of duty, during action
against enemy Jépanese forces during the battle of Guadalcanal on the night of
November 12-13, 1942, Al though ocut belanced in strength and nunbers by a
desperate and armed enemy, Rear Admiral Callaghan, with ingenious tactical skill
and superb coordination of units under his command, lead his forces into battle
against tremendous odds, thereby contributing decisively to the routing of a
powerful invasion fleet and to ths consequent frustration of a formidable
Japanese offensive. While fighting during close range operations in the face
- of furious bombardment by superior enemy fire power, he was killed on the
bridge of his flagship."

And then there were the five Sullivan brothers, all lost in a single

action when the cruiser Juneau went down fighting last November in the battle

of Guadalcanal, These boys, of a Waterloo, Iowa, family, had enlisted together,
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allowed to serve together. And that is the way

4
(o}
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and had asked that thej
they did serve--to the last. - For them the Navy has named a new destroyer——
the U.S5.5. Sullivans,

It is good to recall these American herces, of Irish descent; tonight,
on March 17, 1943. And it is good to know that there are so many Americans
who éhare, by an ancient heritagé,‘the love of a Elean fight as only an
Irishman can love it, the abhorrence of oppression as only an Irishman can abhor
it. DbBub through this heritage, toc, runs a loyalty to true friends and pro-
tectors, equally strong, equally constant. Today that loyalty transcends all
that has gone before. We have seen the attempts of enemy propagandists in our
country to revive ancient grudges. And one by one, we have seen them fail.
In America they will always fail. Here nothing in the past can divide us or
hold us back.from this fight which aims to rid the world of a ltind of vermin

‘hated by the Irish as wholeheartedly as by any people on earth.
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