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I propose to discuss toni it some of the broader aspects of presently
existing minority problems in our American democracy, particularly as they
.concern three racial groups, whose relation to the greater ppdy of cur
nation has been brought into sharp focus by two years of war., I refer
to the Japarnese, the Jews and the Negroes.

- I note with intérest that the Seminary is broadening the sco;e of its
work to consider questions that touch not enly the Jewish Community, but

its relationship to our national life. And the emphasis of my theme tonight
is that the approach of all of us to these.troublesome problems of minori—ﬂff'
tieé cannot any longer be local or provincial, or in the terms even of théid
difficult-es facing any particular group, or for evolving the tradiiiéﬁaif
or the tenets of any single race or any ons religion. For the war has. |
shown that at least certain of the more acute minority problems are national

in their scope and what is even more important, natiocnal in their effect :'

on our Amerlcan integrity. Not any longer, then, can the dlfflcultles of

.k-.,,,

any particular minority be the sole concern of .that minority, It is the

very nature of cur American democracy that it is made up of minorities —’,g%"

w‘,;g»‘ =

Cathollc, and Jewish, Megro and Japanese, Quakers and Innlans, organlzed R

labor and farmers. This is peculiarly true of us, because our Amerlcan '{-L”@

heritagze draws strength from the fact that our shores have since the

beginﬁing held invitation and asylum to those minorities driven out frmh:f' 0
other countfies by the 0ppressigns of!the majority - from the majority
power 6f landlord, or religious sect, or govermment - and come here to
find tolerance and acceptance, .Is it not of our American essence and
tradition that these dissenters against suppression have found that they

covld and did live side by side under the sky of a democracy that welcomed
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aifl ences because it belleveo in the oreotloe of freedom? Hinorities

- v -

are then inherent in our natlonal life, more than 1n most of the older

nations; and tha+ hera thev could be unlted is our orlde and the admiratlon

-

of our frlends. We have achleveo union w1thout 1nslst1ng on unlformlty.
I sugcest bo you that the problem of mlncrltles is today of deep
sniritual siwnlflcance to your rell gion, Lqr lt stems from the rellgious

tradition of the dldnlty of man as man, The 1mportance of the human

R

personalltf is a fundamental concern on their hlghest levels of both

Jewlsh and Ghrlstien falths It is profoundly a rellgious idea that 1s )
foo .

now gravel:r 1mper11ed throughout the world And our rellgicus bodies can

efford the whole world a mcrel leadership in this conception s0 clcse to
the democratic falth - but cnly if that leadershlp is bravely exercised
first herec in our own country.

It is'a curlous‘paradox that ulthougl dur:Lnb this war certain civil
lloertles have suffered less!than in the flrst world War, tne tenslons
arlslng from the place cf these three raclel minorlties in the national

11fe have greatly 1ncreased In the last war the rights of allen enemles,

partchlarly of course Germans who were 11ving in our country, and of thoge :}_:

radlcale who opposed the war, and our entry 1nto it, were llttle respected

Natlonal prejudlce then ran agalnst anjone of German ancestry, no matter

=~ - . \ -

how long ne had llved here or how loyal he was tc us, It ran, too, aealnst ‘A:

anJone who showed Opposition to the war. Freedom of speech was 1ess tolerated

H ’ . .(.

and more newsoapers were suopresseu on the ground that thef were SEdltlouS.
There were many more prosecutions both state and federal often on 111—

con51dered and pettv grounds Anc tne vears that dlrectl“ fcllowed the '

war were characterlzed bv mass raids that expressed a blind resentment

3

[
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a-einst fureigners, who were too often classed in the popular wind as
radlical and therefore un~American,

These zttacks have not recurred in this war or at least to a far less
degree., The Italians and the Germans in the United States have not felt
the brunt of pepular hatred (I do not include our treatment of the Japanese,
which I shall discuss later). i . !

There are obvious explanations for this. Wational, state and local

governments have acted .more wisely, and have not permitted the war psychology

to whip them into harsh and unnecessary measures of repressicn, : ﬁﬂ'

Actually there were far fewer Itelians and Germans in 1941 than in
1917, There are no accurate census figures of the rmumber of Germans and
Italians in this country in 1917, Dut we have the 1920 figures, which give

us & fairly accurate picture for purposes of comparison, In 1920, there

S ey
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were 450,380 Cerman aliens in the United States., In 1940, when they were 7'

registere under the Federal law, there were 314,432, And under the alienf;fﬁ“

e

-
certification program of 1942, the number had dropped to-270,556. Im = .;70
terms of percentage, to population, the change of relation would of coursé ;i{f
be mach more marked., With our quota limitation system we were rapidly ;w?;ﬁ

absorbing the foreign-born. It may be also that in some ways the American P

public itself has changed, has grown more tolerant in this quarter century,'fﬁ?

N |

is nore unified, lecs unstable, more mature and less prone to treat the
alien as a whipping boy.

{n the other hand ouf treatment of Japanése‘American citizens hardly
accords with these other signs of greater tolerance.

Yhen ir April-of 1942, the United States Army decided to. exclude the

110,000 versons of Japanese origin, citizens and non-citizens alike, from °
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theJﬁeet Coest as a military precaution to protect our festern Delense
Command, the treacherouvs attack by the Japanese on PearW Harbor was four
\:months fresh, and there had been novements o; a1ro1anes end submarines
”ﬂblch indicated the 30551b111§1 of an attack Cn une 3, 1942, apanese
planes raided Dutcn Harbor in Alaska. The JapanesD in tle Unlted States
weras concentrated in vital spots alonr the Nest Coest = in Portland San
I'rancisco and Los An&eles. Iu was not SHIprlSlnh that public Oplnlon in
those Sta 25 where Japaneee were concentrated lo vreet numbers was deeply
dlsturbed over~the possibllltj of sabotage aﬂd reacteo v1olently agaeinst
all persons of Japanese orlgln, leoyal and dislogel allhe. The legal
theory on which they were excluded was tbet anyone - cltlzen and allen
alike -~ could be moyed out of a war area Tor its protectlon. The theory
wWas velid enough.J But,.lgke most theories, ;te wWtimate test depended
_on the reasonableness of 1ts ecer01se. To say that citizens could be
moved out of a war area mibht depend on the size of the area. If they
could be moved away from the two coasts, away from p0551ble points of
attack, how far 1nlend could th&f be teken” ~Could cltlzens be fetalned
in any soeclfled part of the countrjﬂ Roughlv two-thlrds o; tHe persons

, inoved were Amerlcan cltlzens by reason of thelr blrth in the Uhlted States,
_under the prov151ons of the Amerlcan Constltutlon whlch protected them as
effectively as it protected other c1tizens, 1rrespect1ve of the color of
thelr skins or the natlonalltf of their ancestry, But in terme of public
. antipathy no dietlrctlon was drawn betwe31 c1tlzens and aliene, between
loyal and disleyal, In the eyee of the publlc, all pereone of Japanese
:enseetrv were Japs; and we had seen what the "Jap s had done to our soldiers.

Tﬁe relocatlon centers were not de51gned as places of 1nternment but

as a refuge. In most instances local communities at flrst would not have
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them, at least in substential numbers, Today the loyal Japanese who are
Mnerican citizens are being gradually reestablished outside the centers
in places where they may zain tolerance and acceptance. The Relocatlon
Autaerity has ne power to intern American citizens; and constitutionally
it is hard to believe that any such authority could be granted to the
Government. The decision of thé Supreme Court in the Hirabayashi case,
declded last spring, indicates this conclusion. The Court sustained the
validity of curfew orders applied by the military authorities prior to
the evacuation of the Japanese on the West Coast. The validity of the
'gvaéuation orders was not even considered, let alone the far iore difficuié,éﬁ
“problem oo detention. Even the curfew order was said by L, Justi'ce'Murphy};
in his concurring opirion to go "to the very brink of constitutional poweﬁza:'

I emphasize this particular problem - very special in its aspects --° .

Co TR R

because it is far from solution; and public opinion, often hestile or in—‘cﬂff
different, has made its solution infinitely more difficult.. 1uQ;;

lie have toc casually accepted, I think, this perhaps nscessar& b&t "
‘obviously temporary meeting of the problem. We have haréiy recognizedAits;f:;
serious consequences and the fact that it has never ccecurred beforé. .Hduia?i:%
anycne, before the war, have complacently accepted. the proposition that ﬁﬁe.f:!
Govermment could move 75,000 American citizens out of their homes, and hoiéf;}‘
them with enemy aliens for relocation? M

I do net believe that among those of Japanese parentage born and bred
in America, graduatéd from our public schools, many of them speaking nothiné
but English, there are not men and women and young pecple who are loyal to

 our country, Of course 18 months in detention camps may have made some of

them waver in their loyalty. But I am-glad of the policy of the Relocation
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Authority whicih is directed towards sorting out the loyal citizens and
returning them back into the cosmueity._

Last fugust a group of Japanese aliens in one of the intermment camps
onereted b' the Department of Justice at Crystal City, Texas, Was repatrlated
his wes a "familf” camp, so-called because wives and chlldren of the
interned ellen enemles were allowed to live with them 1e fam;ly groups.
'Aﬂeﬁe‘gﬁem.was a Japanese familv whose two sons, Americen—born, had already
been released en their stated\de51re to remaln in the Uhlted States, even
thourh their family was returnlng to Japan. The morn;ng_the'repayr%ates
were scheduled to leave, the two Japanese boys returned to the cagg:to say J
goodbre to their parents. Jﬁss\at sunrise, as the American flag weslbeing
. ralsed, and as the eﬁtise pcpulation of the camp gethered about the flag— A;-<
pole for a farewell ceremony; the two young Japanese-Anericans stepped _
' forward, saluted the flaa and sang "God Bless Amerlca“ T@ey,then_leftAﬁ':£;~”
to JOln bhe Amerlcan Arm;

Recennly a report from Jifth Army headeuarters made specﬁal mention
'ef JapenesemAmesecans flthln’ side by side w1th otber hmerlcans in Italy. " A
I an told that more than five thousend men of Japanese origin are today
enrolled in our Army. ' relther Japan nor Germany'ean‘boast of American
battalions in their ranks. The Fifth Army says of these Jaeanese-Amerlcans:
.“Thev obviougly belleve in what the;'re d01ng, and looL calmly secure
because of it." OQur sons are today fighting 51de bg s;de with the sons
of Italians, of Germens, and of Jayanese. Is anythlng more nee@ed to

:entltle the loyal Japanese Amerlcans to recogn1t10n7

Por thls is the essence of our democracj in prectlce The Waghington
L —— e

Eﬁenlng Star in a recent edltorla_, reporting the d;spatqh I have mentioned,
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made this admirable comment: "A1l reces, all colors, make us up, And
when wars like the present one engull us, all races and all colors take
up arms f.r America. When we strike back at our enemies, the Ameriéan
kin of those enemies do tie strii-ing - Americans of Italian extraction,
of G;rman extraction, even of Japanese extraction, We are of almost every
extraction conceivable, black, white ahd yellow, and so we are tied to-
gether not by any mystical philosophy of blood or common ethnic'traits;
but solely and simply by an idea .- the idea of democracy, of individual =
freedon, of liberty under law, of a justice before which all of us stand

equal,"

Nﬂat has rendered peculiarly acute any mistreatment of racial minori} ;31
ties - Japanese, Négro, Jewish - is our reiterated insistence on democraf%#k%
equalifv éf oppoftunity, irrespective of race, and the totsal nature of this.j
war comnared to tne last. far fmore now than then, every man, white or ‘P
blach Jer or Jentile, is enllsted to fight or to work for -the: comméon cause;
But how can every man belleve that the cauge is a common one dncluding himf'i
as well as another 1f he sees discrimination against him as a member of )
a race or of a rellglon, discrimination in the Army in whieh he must f1ght
in incdustry, in the c¢v1l offices of the Govermment? I do not believe that
many will deny the discriminatign, or its evil effects on our democratic
ideals; eﬁcept thosg whese prejudices, though honestly held, blind them.'
to the tfagic contradic£ions involved in such behaviori !

T itnow that tnere are those who contend that any disoussion of these

tense and dlfchult relzationships in the midst of a war:is unwise, Why
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gtir un troutle - so the argument runs - and give ammumifion for propaganda
and the appearance of.disunity to ouwr enemies? Why not nut off:an attempt
at solution until the war is over? If those conditions were sporadic or
local in their origin the argument would have more weight, But they are.
not. They involve many sections of our .country, and are.c?eating a national
psychology of inﬁﬁlerance that makes them iniinitely'more'difficult and
serjous, ..oreover the appearsnce of national disunity on the oubside,
sericus as it is, seems to me Llezs evil than the actual disunity irngide-
our ranlts. It is not exact to say that the recent outbreaks of racial
violence in America have been fostered by Axis propaganda, DBut it is.
certainly true to conclude that the effect of such violence serves well
the enemies' purpose, Immediately after they occurred the Detroit race
riots were reported and commented on from short-wave radios in Cermany
‘-and-Japan; and the news soon traveled into-Africa and China and India.

‘But when all is said and dore, I an less. concerned gbout how the
United States looks to- her enemies,. What I care ahéuﬁ is wﬂat'she 1ooks.A£:£¥
_like. to her friemds; to those who love and:believe in her; to Americaﬁs'xl:'g
in the field who fight and die for her; to Americans at home end aﬁrdad3‘{f5;i
who want to be able to speak with pride and without any mentalerSenvation;f 
when they say with Thomas Jefferson "this government, fhe'best hope of - '
man, ! . - : : S Dol e

I am not seeking to fix respensibility in:any -group or in. any ¢lass
for these unhappy conditions. The blame is universal, for surely all‘.
Americans must share .the responsibility for'ihis'SO»uhakméfitanJconditibn :
in a country which is, I believe, on the whole, honestly dedic¢ated to

democratic living. And just as the blame must-beishared: by all alike, -
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so.it concerns us .all - government, society, the-churches).whose function
here is indistinguishable from the demidcratic concept; labor, and the
employers of labor, the press and the lschool and ¢ollege.

-Too often in the past the Negro problem has been thought of and talked
about as if it were sectional, as if it existed in certain states in the
South and was not a problem in the North, Whatever once was true, it is
perfectly clear that the problem is now national in its scope and is not .

confined to any particular part of the country, The Los Angeles disorders ) - |

the Detroit riots, the New York disorders, all of recent ~months s Show that ;‘.‘—;

' ship.
Har unifies a country, no‘b merely by giving expression to a common

effort, but by throwing together vast masses of-: young men who in their

training at the camps exchange ideas and the points of view of o‘bher parts

of the country. A large proportion of the camps, obv:.ously Eor practical 'lx«»

reasons, has been built in the South; and the Negro_offlcers'and-soldiers ;

~trainedihere haye withou’ doubt been- treated in many cases with discrimina,.-l_-'““ 3
tion, rudeness and even brutality by white civilians and white police . ;VL;.::-'}'.,‘
officers. The result among the Negroes is bitter disillusiomment and B
anguish, as anyone knows who has talked to colored troops or read the lette:;'s
they have sent home. The Army has been alive to the serious effect of this

-treatment on morale, and has made efforts to improve it. An-article in

- e
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thééﬂugust‘lnfantgg Journal deals-frankly with this form of:Tace pre-

judice, -Let me quoté from it: " "Sémetimes the prejudice against the
Negroes f.ares up in-the Army, It is not a problem, however, in a camp:
where it is well understopd +that a séldier in the Unifed States uniform
‘15 & soldier, not a white or & Négro, Christiam or Jew,  rich man or pocr,
but & soldier, and as such as worthy of respect." .
We must realize then'thaﬁ'the problem of the relation of the white
¢ to the Negro, in fact the problems of most racisl minorities, ‘are -pational
in their scope, They concern all of us, for they go to the roots of our
democratic standards. I have emphasized the Negro soldier, for mis-
treatment or disrespect of the Hegro citizen in uniform, wha fights to
‘‘defend our flag, is disavowal of those things for which ow flag is the:
| symbol - & free nation under God.  To this promise of Americam life we
" " have two commitments Whicb we'canﬁot revoke, which ‘we cannot-disregard.
Qur national Constitution guarantees equality of treatment and opportunity
to all. More recently we have assumed obligations of defsnding the
démocracy elsewhere in ths world attacked. by totsliteridn aggression.
“ These principles and promises must be fulfilled in the dus cowrse of the
’ ‘evolution of our democratic life.- Nor can we assume the obligations of
‘a defense of world democracy if our example of democracy at home, in this
" fundamental aspect, is neither consistent nor ceurageous.. Race intolerance
is no longer a mattér merely of domesticféoncern. For it undermines our
moral authority a5 a nation which apparently.can profess but cannot
% rpractice defocracy.
i L g injustic¢es that-have been:done, that éfe being'done'the Negro,

are obviously recegnizéd ‘throughout. the country. 'But the implications of
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_this treatment, I am certain, are not generally-realized We have too
long accepted discrimination to achleve in | any short time or. w1th any
determined resclution the will to<change &n 1nJustic?sthat has to some
.extenthiermeﬂ,ﬁhe patte;n‘ofﬁheblt. Iedo”not mean that the need is
,agitetien,.which but.ﬁen@e to aeceptuate“the bi@teenees;-or any cempeién

for immediate reform. of every evil .on all eidee at once, But the egltetlon

. .18 here already, emerging from the flame of “the -war: which has- suddenly

brought out tbe dliferepee %o which I heve referned”T-Ene @iﬁferenceT y
- between our. prof9351en and our performance. - :
I.suggest that what is ereatlf needed ig a broader and more intelli-
gent use of the moral and educational influencee of the commnnlty. Mbst
Americans are honest din thelr belief in- equality of opportunlty. But .
intellectual honeety in such a fleld of preaudice and ancient folk waye
can be achieved enly by the.elew and steady impact of edueatien.
~ Just as.the reeponslb;liyy,gor existing eoneitions eannot be fixed
in any one group, or in any s;ngle section of the country, so the change
' must come from the efforts, of all stable and progre331ve elements of our
. gociety. The recent,outbreak ofﬂantiesemitiem.ameng.Boeton,public schogl
children shows how great is the part educational inetitutlone must play |
. in ‘the pieture, . One of the strlking features of the Detroit riots was
that there were no raclal clashes ln the plants where a‘well—dleeiglined
union had. 1nsisted that it would not tolerate the refusal of' whitee to :
work side by e;de_y;tp Negroes, , Bu}: in some,enloas dlecrlmlnat;on against
Negroes is praeticedfby not(permitting them'tO'voie;*from'seme uﬂionsv
they are excluded, -and in qthers_prevegted’frem rising ieto skilledxjops.
. The Gavermment. - national, state and local ~ muse‘of course bear lts,

. share of responsibility for existing conditions,
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I camot tenight takeé time to discuss in any detail the steps which
the Department:of Justice-is teking to help the situation. Cur particular
field is the enforcement of the Federa; eriminal statutes which may be
viclated, On this score there seems to be a very wide imisunderstanding,
perticularly among these minority. groups, as to the extent of our juris-
diction, Briefly considered there are two types of Federal statutes that
are sometimes applicable. The :first inecludes the so-called "eivil rights"
sections of the criminal code which make it a crime to conspire to de-
prive citizens of their rights guaranteed by the Federal Constitution, and
for officers of the law, acting under colcr of law, to deprive them of such
rights., These statutes were adopted goom after the Civil War, and have
been very seldom invoked until the last three or four years. The Civil
Liberties Section of the Criminsl Division was organized to enforce them.
We have obtained a number of indictments, though 1ess*cpnvictiﬁns, under
their provisions. Ordinary crimes of violence by individuals or with
colleboration by the police such as criminal assaults, murder, and mob
iolence generally, da not come within the Federal jurisdiction, I shall
presently cite one striking. instance where this Federal jurisdiction:was
successfully invoked; . o
.. The other group of Federal offenses to which I refer deals with the
war, such as resisting selective service and sedition, . Anti-racial acts
and utterances are:not seditious in this ériminal sense. ' 4s far as
criminal enforcement is concerned, therefore, most acts of racial or
mob violence are punishable under the laws of the State where they occur,
0f course if it can be shown that these acts are the result of a conscious

effort or conspiracy intended to hamper the war effort, or to use a current
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phrase, are "Axis inspired", the Tederal Courts would have jurisdiction.
There has veen no evidence or even indication of this in aﬁy of the recent
riots and lootings in Los Angeles, Detroit or New York, .

In any event government, Federal or State, must have the support of
public cpinion, DBut let me go further. It must have not only the indigna-
tion,.of the public gen@rélly against racial discriminations and cutrages,
but the insistence of ths leaders of public opiAion in the particular com-
- munity.involved, where the trouble occurs, that it is vital for their good

to enforce the law and to prevent violations of law. And it is at this

..+ point, that the irfluence of the church, of the press, of local leaders in

all walks of 1ife, can be felt, Ultimately goverrment can do litile with-
out: the support of that community publie opinion, An& the probiem is not’
.only naticpal, it is necessarily local as well,

Let me give you two instances of what I have in mind., I have referred
.to the TFederal statute that males it criminal for law enforcement officers
acting ur-ler the color of law to deprive anyone of his rights guaranteed
under the Constltution of the Ugited.states. Recently a jury in Newton,
- Baker County, Georgigi‘convictgd the county sheriff, a deputy shériff and
a lMewton policemen under tpi§ statute for beating & Negro to death under
cover of a forged warrant charging larceny ®f an automobile tire;

¥ewton is the county seat of Baker County. The sounty has a popuia—
tion of séven or eight hundred people, It is one‘of the few countles in
the United States where there is no railroad, |

Bob L ., a Negro, owned a pearl-handled automatic'fortyhfive pistol.
Deputy Sheriff Jones wanted it, and got it. After a month Hall appealed

to the Sheriff, and finally to the grand jury, who under instructions from
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Ythe Solicitor Gemeral.of the Circult ordered.the gun.reburned, Bub the
Sheriff would not return it, On the morning of Janvary 29 of this year

he Sheriff rece:i_.vgd a letter f:ch__m Ha.'i:ltg la{gvye,r__deqanding tl}e rg_tur;n_ 5
~of the gun., On the .evening of January 29th Hall met his dga,ath.__a_t_;.the
hands of the three’defendants. The State brogghi; ne proaqggﬁion.”_The
 Pederal Governmert did.. And on October 7, 1943, @ locak jury in this .
little town In Geargia, all of whom mugt have perseonally lknown the Sheriff,
. -his deputy, and the policeman, convicted.all thres... The defendants -were
sentenced by Judge Baggom S, Deaver o the maximm penalties under the
. law, three years! imprisomment.and a fine. of $1,00Q. each, It is s;l;.gn@fi—
. ¢ cant -that the Judge, the members of ‘the jury, the United.States Attorney
-and his. s";aff,.my spec:'.L_a].._ asgistant whom I detailed tg hgl’p_._'bl}e United .
States Attorney, and even the Federal Bureau of :Investigatlon Agents who
.. callected the evidence, were all native Georgians, . e
| The quarmngn};'ushawe_d that on lt.l}e.‘.;iay__of the killing the.defendants

_Had been drunk for nearly .six hoyms; that they boasted they.w

_ge_t“ 2 lMegro who h?cd "ived ..'t_,ozo Z_Lgng“ s ‘Who --had';EDt..EPF’."%'E anq,.‘gcqwz}:g__ hefore . )
8 grand. jury and em;,;\loye.d & lawyer to recover ,h;'_._s‘gun,;_ .tg_'lai‘:‘_.?}'xgy. a:gz;.e_s\ted
,.J;I;ll, handcuffed his hands behind his back, broyght him to.the Eqpmt.hoqse.
square and there beat his bead with a blackjack; .and that Ahey dragged.

- Hall by the feet through the Square. into the jail.where he.wag left in a

_dying condition, - Hall died.a.few wminutes after.fhie was takem, from the,jail
to a hospital, o . —

'y 1M . :-.: B

e e s -

The defendants tried to-show that they had arrested Hall under a
warrant, -shat Hall tried to shoot them, and that in self protection they

~had to use a blackjack, The, jury did net believe:this; but what is more,
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the jury were noit carried away by the arguments of defense counsel who
tried to inflame their prejudices by injecting into the case the. issues of
race and "Yankee interference" in their community, This is the first time
a conviction of this kind has ever been obtained in Ceorgia,

I take this occasion to say all honor to these twelve white men, who
saw their duty and did it, under a wise and courageous charge from Judge
Deaver, enforcing their law, the Federal law of their Government,

. The Atlanta Journal said, commenting on the result: !Georgia's
justice must become 2 symonym for equal justice for all, colored or white;"j;
. humble or mighty." And the Atlanta Daily World, in another editorial: .

L

"The determination of Baker County's most distinguished white citizens. ;;;;;

- T

lends a new and encouraging stand against .mob viclence and brutality in °
the South." | ' a

Nhlle the punlshment in this case scarcely fits the crimey, it is thé'wd&

f J

maximum under the Federasl law involved, and the -action of this Federal

. Jjudge and jury is what I mean by leadership exercilsed within’ the GOmmunity

I suggest another example, The Pederal Public Housing Authority is: ;:
vitally interested in building homes for low wage workers-partlcularly .':32
in congested areas in the great and often dangerously oveprcrowdsd 1ndustrial;
centers, It is often very diffic.lt to get the local authorities to agree .
on locations for housing for Negroes. Often delays of many months inter--";;
vene while the housing situation becomes more acute, 'as recently in |
Ba1£imore where & declsion to select four sites, agreed on by the city
authorities, after msny months of negotiation, has been finally worked
out, The program totals 1750 units, both temporary and permanent. The

final plan-had the approval of the city and county authorities and was
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- developed to complement plans contemplated by nrivate builders for Negro

housing, The importance of ¢ommunity ieadership ir such practical and
urgent problems is readily apparent. Without such leadershib aécoﬁpiish-
b B

ment beconies well nigh impossible. S -

Axis propaganda in this country took the form of‘viéiéuéuanti—

.Semitic teachings, ' There were a number of Fascist—groupé'preaching dis-

unity and race antagonism in the name of patriotism, “Some of their members

have been convicted of sedition, more are presently under indictment, Not

- .all of these groups were direcﬁly'Axisuinspired;'but3'1ed'ﬁy5vioientiy
bitter and prejudiced .persons, they deliberately ardused in their publica-
.-tlons and at thelr meetings the hatreds of the crowd againsﬁ‘ﬂégroes;

-ageinst Jews,. against foreigners, against liberals, against all who believed

in a tolerant and generous democracy, They appealed to the}malédjusted,

' to the ignorant, to the prejudiced. And their activities were Hot unpro-

fitable, Contributions flowed in from frightened soulé who believed the

i .lies about Jewish domination or labor dictatorship, and from the thousands

;" of little. people who saw themselves saving théir coﬁntry;iéeizing a pathetic

eolor of. importance by joining movements -and starting imagiﬁéiy crusades.

.- - Hogt. of-these wretched little pools of discontent dand hatred have .

:+= been dissclved or have disappeared trder the grest forward;sweép‘bfufﬁe

- gountry united in the war effort, . But the fruit of théir ﬁeaéhingjié'still

with us, . For-all of-them under different labels of patridfisﬁ;d}-Améficanism
advocated hatred and violedce, directed againsf one minority group'&}

another. * Our demucratic institutions Wave at other times Rad to contend

with gimilar attecks ~the ALR.A¢, the Know-Nothings, the: fiu- Kwx Ilan.

Today-as in'the past they-indite-hen's hatreds inhto chahnels ‘of violénce
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and mob zcilon qgainst the ordgriy-;:ocesSes ¢f the law, Théy set one
group against another - Catholic against Jew - white against Megro.
They try to disrupt the very essence of -our demoeracy. They oécur,
vhere misunderstanding and prejudice have the first play; where these
weagnessea have been stirred from the dark places ef human nsture into
need fof viclent expression, and whipped drto action; where the forces
of eéﬁcgtion and religion have been unable to persuide or to coﬁirﬁl.
Violénce can‘fe swiftly roused; reason and tolerance ere the products
of patignge and the backgroupd of a decent way of livin:,

I have spoken tomipght chiefly of the Japanese and Megroes, and have
said aimost nothing of the inerease of anti-semitism which so particularly
concerns a Jewish audience. By this omission I do mot mean %o in&icété
that I am not deeply concerned with the cruel and dangerous form it is
taking, It is profoyndly shocking that it should have developed among
school-children, who, left to themselves, could hardly have turred aéainst
other childrgn ﬁerely because they were Jewish, . The desecration of Jewish
cemeteriss is hideously‘like what-we have geen in those countries ﬁhich»bavé
been conquered by the Germans, As Amerlcans we must not tolerate this ouf—
break of the:Axis pattern in oﬁr own country. It must be met; as it occurs,‘
by firm law enforcement, at the same time that efforts are directed towards
the .eradication of its underlying causes.

But the efforts of government, whether in the field of law enforce-
ment or elsewhere can do little, as I have said, without the support of
public opinion, The Pre;ident when he created the Committes on Fair Eﬁploy-
ment Practice, whose practical duty it is to remove barriers of discrimina;

tion which deny war jobs to available and needed workers, had this'in mind
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when he sfated, in the Executive Order, "that the démccratic way of 1life
within the ﬁafion can be defendq? successfully only with the help and
supnort of'all Eroups within_ips borders,”

It hgslbeen suggested f:om time to time that there should be estab-
lished ov *he Administration.a Four i1 which should deal with these crucial
minority problems. Basic to all thesé sugzestions 1s the idea of research
and education for the formation of pﬁﬁlic opinion. But I do not believe
that thé Goéérnment-should in any -ay attempt to mouldApublic opinibn,
even in this field, by any such orgaﬁiied approach, It 13 said that if
men of outstandlng reputation were appointed -on such a council or committee
their work would be unpolitical and objective. Perhaps; and yet I do nct
think th;t government should ingtitute ér organize such g movement, The
idea has creative possibilities for good. But the impulse ghould-rise
from the private sources, The idea warrants-exploratioﬁ in.theée terms,
The purpeose of such a group would be primarily one of education. A'good
" deal of research has been_dqne.” Possibly more is requireﬁ, The need as
I see it is not merely to coileéﬁlthé information- and to distribute it,
as objectiﬁeiy"as possible, but by discussion, teaching, educétion, and
cooperatlon on the communlt} level to brlng to. our people an immediate
reallzatlon of the tragic 1mp11cat10ns of these dlsunltles. Already local
. groups have done affect;ve work, as for instance at the Durham, Atlenta
”and Richmond econferences. The need is for a sustained erfort and a
national approach,

I have great faith in the effeéfiveness-of_@iscussibn and negotiation,
ﬁarticularly when ip.igvo}yes the leaders'oi‘the commuﬁiéy itself, and

‘-

where it is grounded on local interests, cleared from agitation and pulled
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out of the clouds of any philosophy, or theory of govermment, The men of
Baler County, Georgia,:ﬂhose action 1 have,desqribed,,bave.done,mora;fqr
their community and for their State than anyone outside of Baker Couﬁtf
could have.accomplished, -

I remember when I was Chairman of the National Labor Relations Board
. in 1934-1935 we laid great emphasis on settlements Of:Jaer Qispﬁpggjpz
negotiation locally before they reached the stage of @ormal.p;gagnﬁéyéén
to the board, when they were often overcharged with emotion. _;n_gggegal
of the gregt cities we organized logal panels of the_lgaders of industryk
and of labar, with & public chairmaﬁ,_who acted ?rqmptly an@,were';mmediatélf-
available to prevent labor disputes before they came to an issue, or to
gsettle them after the disputes broke out. It was day-to-day work; and
you could see the way representatives on each side grew to respect the
other point of view, as prejudices gradually fel% avay under the impact
of disinterested &nd_humane cooperation for a commpﬁ‘end = industrial
peace, . |

If such a Committes or Council were formed to deal; let us say,
with the minority problem of the Fegro, it should be of course bi-racial
in membership, with Hegroes playing an equal part with whites, For the
reason for its being would not be that whites were doing something for
Negroes, but that both Fegroes ahd Whites were working for the common
zood of their country, And although it should be national in scope, and
have in its ranks men and women from every sectlon of the country, it must
build through those who are the leaders of the local communities in the
schools, in the labor unions, in zroups.of employers, in woemen's clubs,

in church s of all faiths, It would seek to develop a local pride of
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tolerance and fair play that would not permit such assaults. in our
American way of life,

tle have talked much of democracy, of the American way of life, in
these last few years. But surely it cannot grow inte the fullness of
realization, as long as we, through indifference or through fear, permit
these bitter injustices to continue, What we do today will write the
history of the years to come., Do you remember what Walt Whitman said:
"We have frequently printed the word Democcracy,
Yet I cannot too often repeat that it is a word the
real gist of which still sleeps, quite unawaken'd,
notwithstanding the resonsnce and the many angry
tempesté out of which its syllables have come, from
pen or tongue, It is a great word, whose history,
I suppose, remains umwritten, because that history

has yet to be enacted.n



