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The Departaent of Justice, which I have the very great honor to

represent, is a rather large department snd somewhat intricate. It has

been called the largest law office in the world, and perhaps that is true,
with its personnel of nearly nine thousands There are eleven divisions
of major importances Only one of these divisions deals with the question

of crime. I may mention this so that while the dramstic features incident

. .

te the work of the criminal division are much in vhe public eye, there are

ten other divisions doing work of almost equal importances

Sonething akin to a national emergency confronted our people a year

or more ago growing out of the extraordinary development of predatory
o * )
crime having interstate characteristicsl Realizing this situation, and
. w

realizing further that some agency with nation-wide approach must deal
with this problem if it were to be dealt with at all, the Department of

Justice undertook what is now generally known as its "campailsgn against

crime™. g

AL the very bepinning the Depaf%ﬁent of Justice created a special

division to deal with racketeering ahd kidnapings Ve sought, also, to

bring about & more intimate, frie%éyy and co-operative spirit betweep
the Federal and the local law enforcement agencies. We strove, also, to
deve}op our ovm facilitiscs and to strengthen our orgenization by improv-
ing its versonnel and stiffening its morale.

It was manifest that additional legislation was imperatively re-
guireds This led to wvhat has been generally described as the "twelve-

point program® of the Deportment of Justice., These bills, originally

twelve in- number, ulbtimately resulted in the passage of seventeen specific
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and important enactmentse Let it be said mo imphatically that these

measures vwere not calculated to place the Federal government in control
of the crime situation of the country. It was not our purpose to invite
local organizations to turn over their problems to the Federal government.
Law onforcoment now and hereafter must, for the most part, be & matter of
local concern. Moreover, there were constitutional limitations which had
ever to be kept in view.

The bills, in general, deal with the menace of an armed underworld
and wi >h that aupeCU of the problem which has been broug 't so dramatical-

ly forwaxrd Of late by roving groups of criminals passing and repass
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state lineshand bent constantly upon predatory crimes of violence. These

laws were the result of very careful sﬁudy, and vhile they have imposed

greater responsibilibty upon the Federal goverment it was a responsibility
vhich could not properly be avoidede HManifestly, the problem of crime is

not limited to detection, arrest and punishments It is a social question
.A_(‘;-‘i‘lv i '
renvironment, heredity, education,
the home, the school and, indeed, almost every activity of life.

®

with menifold ramifications, touchihs

Crime, in its widex aspectm requ1r consideration of the whole
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structure of our social lifes. Fof:iﬁ'tance, a study of the records of
rore than 250,000 arrests for the year 1933, as evidenced by fingerprint
cards received by the departmentts division of investigation, reveals
the menacing fact that there were iore arrests at the age of ninetéen
than at any other age; and that a startlingly large percentage of seri-
ous crimes was caunitted Ly minorse

When I return to Washingbton, it is my purpose to call a crime con-
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ference to be held in Washingtvon during the early part of December. A%
that conference the whole problem.will be studied in a manner not hereto~
fore attempted. I am hopeful, also, that it will be pgssible to estab-
1lish at Washington a national institute of criminology, which will con-
cern itself nct only with the study of crime problems, but also with the
practical side of police worke At the present time we are maintaining a
tecinical laboratory which permits of the analysis of latent evidence and
is an excellent school for the study of the use of the latest scilentific
squipmente ' Y

Those who suggest the establishment of a system similar to that of
Scotland Yaydgspeak without any comprehénsion of the situatione. The
structure and functions of that famougggrganization are hardly adsptable
to our complex problemse |

| Scotland Yard, conirary to popﬁlar belief, 1s not a detective force

and does not have jurisdiction throughout England or the British Isles.
It is simply the Metropolitan Pclicéﬁiééartment of Greater London and is
one of the 187 police forces in Englaﬁé'and Walese

While upon that subject I migit mention Sgotland Yard has a collec-
tion of fingerprints of about 500%85@. The Division of Investigation of
the Department of Justice in Washingtor has a collection of more than
4,500,000 fingerprintse.

We are engaged in an undertaking of serious imports It cannot suc-
ceed without popular understanding and co~operation. You, my friends,
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can, if you will, direct your efforts toward the building up of a stout-hears-
’ » b

ed publie morale which will cause citizens, as a maiter of course, promptly
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to furnish to the officexrs of the law the information that may come to
them regarding Imown fugitives from justice, to give testimony freely in

criminal cases, and to render jury service gladly when the opportunity

on of Anerican citizenship. You
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igs afforded to perform this high
can aid in speeding the activities of police and prosecutors, in enabling
urts to establish proper rules and practices, and'in securing desirable
laws from state legislatures, local administratvions, and, if the need
ear, from the Congress itself. You can lend your suppdrt to
honest public officials dealing imﬂértially with such public problems.

No mére,worthy enterprise could poss ibly engage your attention.
Organized baﬁfﬁ of criminals prey upon ;egitimate business, exact trib-
uté from the timid or the fearful and dba titute an everpresent threat,
not)onl& to property, but to the Safety of our homes and the sanctity
of life. I have sald before and, because the aceuracy of the statement

has been challenged, I reassert Pv@ba+10dllj that tqere are more people

today in the underworld bearing arms thgn there are in the combined
LR

forces of the Army and Navy of the United 3Statese This open challenge
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to orderly government rust be met ﬁltl courage and resourcefulness.

And now one final word: ”he tlne has come to call a halt upon

the glorification of the criminal classes, Farr too often the gangster
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is depicted as a hero with fine qualities of mind and spirit, while the

police officer is represented as a mean or heartless individual, glutted
with authority and stupid in the performance of his duty. Such distor-

tion of the truth cannot fail to have an injuriocus effect, especially

upon the plastic minds of the younger generatioi.
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The gangster 1s not a hero, bubt a public eneny. Hi
mind is bent upon injuring, maltreating, preying uvpon, or desiroying
the innocent and the helpless. In an emergency he is almost invariably
a cowards The real heroes are the courageous judres and yublic officials

icers of the law throughout our land, who, in
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the line of duty,
are performing their danrerous and nccessary tasks with devotion and
zeals These men are the veritable peace~time soldiers of the republic,

who are cntitled vo our unwavering confidence and our undivided supporte.
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