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I am.happy 1nceed vO be Wltn you and to address this Second
Hational Conference on Cl 1zersalp, aad'c@ued to our countr"'s welga“e

through the ac+1ve surengtqeqlng of tﬂe Latlan's g“eaaest bulwark the

i$di dal cwt1zen,

A Natlonal Con?ereﬁce on Clt:zenshln, reeting afinually, is a great
dream, the fulfillment of which augers well for the future of Americas: :

Uukoldlng nere is an idea that can boconp a Dowerful force for the

"

buildihg of a bet er Axerlca and a better wovld ~ a forcé néeded’ now: as
&
_never before ;n our blsuoryo

I neartzlv endorse the wor zh objectiveé‘of‘thiS"Confé%énce,
especially those that emphas RN L

it *“at the orcH of 110ertW'and freadom mLs+ be Pont
burning, - Lo

'~ That the responsibilities of. citig enship muvt be
alschargaus and

'Y - g (3 s M L e

- ihau fhp ﬂUﬁ«rJvnlties of citizenship must be
apB'w g(\ 3 a-l» ;\a‘l N R

Saint Paul, as he admonished the Corinthians, might instead have
Been writing an Epistle to Americans-of. 1947, when he said:

yet but one body. And
ave no need of thess:
e no need of VOUn

* - "Bt now are they many members,

the eye ca ot sar unto tne nundk I a
“Nox again the head to the feet, I nav

. ¥ay, much more then those members of the body, whlch
seem to be more Teeble, are necessary: ¥ ok

That thsre should be no schisx in the body, but that -
the members should have the same care one for a*:omer "
W,

Pearl Harbor, Bataan, Corregidor, Guadalcanal, Iwo Jima, North Africa,

Italy, Hormandy, the Battle of the Bulge, and all the ot de far-flung places

iy

of World War II, waged that liberty should not- oer~sh from ‘the earth, kindled
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a great flame bi uni#y and-p"ﬁriotiSm‘in America's neart,
' That flamé must never die 6ﬁt!:n |

But.in péace tims.when'thé firé.fliékers_lowa,ittneeds to bé.rev
kindled by Man active, alert, enlightened, conscientious, and prégressive
citizenry." | | N

Al]l %too frequently we go to war to fight the enemyron foreign soil
but, when the war is}ove:,~disregérd tﬁe enemies of peace who areiwithin
our borders. | T 3‘,1{~‘ 3

We are patriotic'and'wéik unselfishlyland»ﬁnceasingly'for ouf country
in war time, | o

We are willing to die for American principlés iﬁ‘war, vet we fail to-
defend, and to live fbr, tbeée éame principles in péacea |

The recent world crisié to us Americans was a battle for the‘soui
of man - a figﬁt for the worth and d;gnity of -human bersonality, a fight for

the basic American principle of the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit

of happiness,

It was a stfuggle against anhilosophy that recogﬁized no inalienéble
rights, that made tﬁe individual a slave of the sovereign state,)thét cruéhed~'
initiative, blocked social and culﬁural progress, and killed the joy of living,

Although we were'conqﬁerors'on the field of battle;‘the fight is not
over.

Philosophies, alien to our democratic concept, are still abroad in
the world; they can grow into a real threat to our freedom here in América,
and to that of the rest of mankind,.

We would be untrue to ourselves, and false to mankind, if we minimized

this peril.
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I have pledged that all elements, subversive to our form of govern—
ment, shall be eliminated, and I mean just that,
I wish to assure you, however, that there will be no witch hunts.

The clock will not be turned back to the tim ime Wben suci activities took. place

R

near this historic setting of liberty.

We must ever remember that we haveva Bill 6f Rights ~ a priceless
charQer of hﬁman liberty‘_ wiich guarantees to ihé‘Aﬁériqan citizen that his
basic freedoms shall not be invaded. B

Implied in our Bill of Rights, is a Bill o> Resaor310111tlesa One of
ry responsibilities is to see that Federal laws‘are obeyed, and that the
individual‘is protected in his basic rights.x

For all of us, there can be no right w1thout a corresponding duty,
priv1lege without a related responsibility - a respon51b111ty for loyalty to
the i deals of Ame;lcan citizenship 365 davs in the yearq» e et .

| In the ”1nal analysis, our best defénse against supversive‘elements’
is to make the ideal of aemacracy'a 1ivi§g‘féct -3 way éf 1life such as to
enlist the loyalty of the individual in thought, in “eellng, and in behavior,

Brlnglnﬂ the Are-#can ideal to fruition is a challenge to this
Conference and to every citizen of our land; o

With all of our glorious history, our count;y is not perfect. lany
1nadequac1es st 1l$ exist in the American way of life, .Our ideal has never
been fully realized. |

A good America can become a better America,

Mach femains to be done that will add to thé hapﬁiness oonur,people
and to the strength of the Nation,

We must be concerned with the problem of meeting the basic human needs,

spirituwal as well as physical.
(OVER)
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We nust make possible some of the good things of life to those who
have too little,

We must provide equality of opportunity to millions now denied 1t in
this land of egual opportunity. | o

We must do all of these things and more, otherwiée we faii éémocraéy
and make its name a misnomer, |

I observe that the sessions of this Conference on ¢citizenship have been
largely devoted to an emphasis upon those traditional institutions of AmeriCan
commmnity life - the home, the church, the school, and related activities that
are essential to the normal growth and wholesome living ofvour citizens. That
emphasis is nét misplaced. | |

The.home lies at the very foundation of effectivé American citizénship,

Parents are still the most important influence in the lives of their
childfeﬁ.' Through them, children should experiencgléffebfion, security and
guidance, indispenscble elemeﬁts in child growﬁh. | |

Everything possible should be done to give vitality‘to féﬁily life.

Through parent education, family counseling service, forums, classes
and inétiﬁutés, the church, the school, and other férces iﬁ théhéomﬁhnities
caﬁvsﬁréhgthen the home to the end that‘parents_may betﬁér discharge their

responsibilities in preparing routh to meeb the problems of tomorrow,

In this connectlon, it should be pointed out that millions of Americans,
especially youths recently returned from the battlefields of freedom, do not
have a house in which to begin a home,

And some of our citizens are responsible for that!

The church can help Lo guide youth in the formation of a scale of values

in keening with the principles of democratic living.

by
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its spi iritual and educational functions, the church can build

i right
attitudes, war againsé pitfalls, and shape mrsona1 character,

One layman suggested a slogan for church efio - in these words: '"Beiter
to build than rebuild; better to form than reform; beﬁter to prevent than
repent, "

Alsrt to tﬁe p rin *ple, T am my brother's keeper," the church is a
poweriul ”orne for good, particularly in helping to free the community of many
evils that se bovs and girls to stumble into deglnque - and crime,

ne School is strategically placed to reach practically all c ren

and many adults,.

It reacnes children at an early and impressionable age when character
is shaped.

Tt, therefore, plays a vital part in the building of good citizens.

Yet, throughout America, many poverty-stricken and broken-down schools
are mocking paracdoxes to the idea of equal educational opportu

ity for all,
t11s land where men are born free and equal, millions of our

children are depled equal educational opport
They are herded into over-crowded class rooms, which are staffed, in

many instances, by teaciaers who are pald only enough to keep body and soul
together, while tie

ir task is to build boys and girls for the serious responsi-
bilities of citize

tizenship.
More than 2 milliion children attend our lowest-average schools, on which
only $500,00 a year per class room unit is suent.
Millions of other children are not in sc hoo; at all

Three million adults in the United

ates nave never attended any kind
of school,

(OVER)
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Ten million adults have had so little schoolingAthat they are virtual
illiterates.

During thé greatsst crisis in our hisﬁorf, our ﬂa@ion lost a vast man-
power because of 1**ue$acy.

Five million young men, almost one out:of three, were rzjected for
military service on account of physical, mental angd educa+¢oval deficiencies,

350,000 school tea hers have left'tﬁe schiools since 1939, many of them
lost forever to the teaching profession, i

The national average salary of a S§hool teacher in 1943-44, was $1,728.

In 4 States, the state-wide average saléry‘was less than $1,000,

More than 40,000 teachers were paid less than $600,00 per year.

Since 1944, the salary level in some sectioné has advanced slightly,
but the teacher's dollar has shrunk in value.

The incentive to enter teaching is'gone when the elevator girl is paid
more than the beginning teacher -~ And I do ﬁé% mean to convey the idea that
the ele?étof girl does not esrn her pay.

The A%erican.sc300¢ teacher today has neither an adeguate wage, nor
prolessiocnal 36curi€y, both of which are essential to a successful teacher.

A1l our children are citizens of the United States, Children born in
povertyhstricken areas are no less American citigzens than those born in richer
areas. The education of both groups is of vital national concern, for
ignorance cannot be quarantined.

Sub-standard schocls are a matter for serious consideration of the
Nation, regardless of where ﬁhey are located, Wherever they exist they leave
a blight on the future citizens of our country. o

As good citizens, uuen, our first and urgent concern is to eliminate

the slums of American educations
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The home, the church, the school, .and related activities are all a

part of the community.

.

The i ea¢s of this Confererce will .come. to fruition only when they are
translated into action in the home community,.

For if we do.not make democracy work locally, it will rat work

FORNER A R

nationally, S P

x .

. Ne my st, unerefore, become community.conscious and want wholesome com-

muinities in which to live and to bring up our children to do their part in

the building of a better Anerica,
I¢ we have glven 11 tlﬂ or nothlnv‘ucward the development of our home
itoﬁn, we are lSOl&t*OﬁlStS of the worst Yvpe.

.mlf‘wavare not consc;ogs_pf,the slum.situation across the railroad
tracks, the growing delinguency problem, the broken-down school system, the
recreation problem, and che;Ac9mmunity problems, we are failing miserably in
our responsiblility as citizens.., |

A certain city'in ae dhl ed States, with a oopula ion of around
40,000, has over 400 different organized groups, including civie, fraternal,

religious, educatlonal labor, business and patriotic. .With an organized

membership running into thousands devobed to community welfare, its people

have an opportunity to assur llvlng conditions. that make for a meaningful,
healthy and happy life. ~ .

Some of our clubs, I am sorry to say, however, meet only to eat.
Occasionally they vote a scholarship to some poor lad, or donate baskets to
the Salvation Army for distribution to the poor at Christmas time,

Cther clubs, mindful of thelr civic obligations, study their community's

health problem, demand efficient and honest police cepartments, call for pure.

(OVER)
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water supply, labor for adequate recreational facilities, urge people to
register and vote, foster town meetings, or other media, for discussion of
public questions}"aﬁﬂ;perform_sany otlier duties that help to build their
community, o |
We are not discharging_our responsibiiities‘oftciiisenSHipnghén_é
million American children have defective.eyesi?ht~ one miliibﬁg defective
hearing; when tnree—fourths of our chlldren need dental care, and hundredsv
thousands of American ?amllles.can not ‘afford adequate medlcal care. .
We are asleep if we fall to remember that democraCJ is split assuﬁderww
when pregudlce and bizotry possess our people in thelr human relatlonshlps.
Sheet~covered breeders, carrlers, ‘and- spreadevs of hate and 1ntoleranee
strike at the very heart of the institutions. upon which our llbe ties rest.
~Millions of our c1t1aens do not take the trouble to vote in pressdent;al
sgelect;ons or to- cast thelr Dallots in local elect”ons. B .
It is es+*mated that 47 ne*cent or more tian 41 mllllon, of the men

and women of votlng age fail ed to cast thelr bal*o S in the 1944, Pre31dent1al

AT

.election. -
: 61 peréent, or 57 million, failed to vate in éﬁe’1946 elections. '
o Wlth all-of our empha51s upon suffrage, there has been a downward
,trend through part1c1panion in the ballot,. - . ‘
' In 1896, 79.6 nescent of those ellglble voted.

In 1944, 53 nercent cast their ballous.

In 1946, only 39 nercent‘went to the polls; a 31tuat10n to be con-

- 81dered serlously'wnen we discuss strengtheﬁlng Amerlcan citmzenshlp.

- Some’ of our best cltizens from Chambers of Commerce, civie clabs,

: petriotic drgaﬁizatipns, ministerial bodies, bar and medical associations
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and women's clubs still subscribe Lo the principle that theyr cannct sifcxrd
to take part in politics,

They complain of corruption and inefficiency in government, yet miss
the precious American opportunity for bettering conditions by their failure
to vote.

Politics is nothing more or less than the science of governmnt. Our
government, therefore, will be good or bad in the same proportion that our
citizens participate in politics.

All of us need to get on more intimate terms with democracy; know its
needs, become aware of its meaning and imbued with its spirit.

When we btecome concerned one for another, there will be no schism in
the body about which Saint Paunl spoke in the long ago.

Our America - vasi,; rich, and powerful - living and growing -- hold
forth a2 magnificent challenge, not only to our cwn peonle, but to liberty-
loving veoples ever;where,

An America that sends forth into the world heart-warming rayvs of

happiness and security and zood will ~ and peace for all - must not fail.
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