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ATTY GEN. RENQ: Happy New Year to you all.

First 1 would like to discuss an 3ssue that 1 know you will ask
about, and that 1s the 1ssue of an independent counsel. I'd like to
clarify 3t because 1 think from what 1’ve read ~~ nething that you all
have reparted ~- but there is & pgreat deal of confusion with respect
to what an independent counsel is and whether thers 13 & process now
#vailable for the appointment of an independent counsel.

In 1978, Congress passed an act that authorized the attorney
genersl under certain circurstances to petation a court, to atk the
tourt to appoint an independent counsel, not the attorney general
being the appointing authority, but & court. Under that act, the
ageinyistratave office of the courts, not the Department of Justice,
reviens expenditures and under that act the prosecutor was truly an
wndépendent prosecutor. That act was renswed several times, bug

Congress let that act lapse in 31992,

. As I have mentiocned to you bcfore. I testified last spring before
the Senate committee urging the reenactment of the andependent couhisel
statute to provide a process that was truly independent of the F
attorney geaneral because based on sy experaence.in Dade County for 15
years, 1 found it extresely important that a prosecutur in certain

situations had the opportunity to have an andependent authoraity

- @ppoint a prosgcutor so that there would not be & conflact.
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The Senate passed that bill this past year. The House reported
1t out of committee in & sonewhat different version, ang it 1is
expected to be considered st an parly date an the House. What 13 left
for se 1s a regulataon perattting ae to appoint & counsel., Now that
does not make that person independent. 1 mean, af ]I appoint sormebody,
I's goang to get blamed for what that persen does or doesn't do.

MORE
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1fy in this situation, the Departnent of Justice has to review the
expenditures, 1t 15 not & truly independent counsel. Thus, in the
current state of the law with respect to the Whitewater case, I'n
poing to be damned Af 1 ©¢ and damned {f I don't. And 3f that's
what's going to happen, then I want to try to do 31t in what as the
best interest of the case so Tar a3 I can geteraine at.

Ta that end, career professional prosecutors who ars expsrienced,
who know what they're doing, are gonducting the investigation. They
have served under several adsinmistrations. 7To bring in 2 special
prasecutor == first of all, to find the prosecutor who's willing to
close down his practice, come 1n, take over the case 3% s2mply net an
the best interest of the case 1f I'm not avoiding the i1ssue of the
tonflict, and 1t could only produce disruption and drlay.

Furthermore, the prospect that the statute's going to be passed at an

. early date and that, dependinpg on the language of the statute and the

evadence at the time, there might be the possibility for me to
petation the court for the appointment of an independent counsel ang
the court maght appoant aven a thaird lawyer just sinply doesn't make
sense., l'x going to try te..make sure that this investaigation s
conducted the r:ght way according to the evidence and the law.

Q: Ms. Reno, would 3t resove you fros soae potential crztxc:sn
appointing someone close to yoeu -— for inatance, af you appointed
sonsone from & list that perhaps that was drawn up by the chairman and
ranking seabers of the Judiciary Coumittes?

RTTY GEN. REND: No, 3f 1 appoint, I'm going to get the blanmes.

Q: Ms. Reno, 2f Conpress passes the independent counsel act as
garly as expected, will you 1mwsmediately seek to use 3t an the
Whitewater cass, to have 1t --

R1TY GEN, RENO: I don't know. The Eenate and House varsions are
slightly different, and I don't know what versions will come out or
what the state of the evidence will be. But I will review 1t at the
tine,

Q: But would you like to have that npiﬁcn. to be able to -
RITY GEN. RENO: Rs I've andicated to you, I have testified in’

suppert of that Bill and hope that I can have that option based on the
evidence and the low. : . .

G: Ms. Reno =-

Q: Who 15 3t that you feel will accuse you of not beang
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independent? RAfter all, the Republicans, who are leadainp the cry for
the independent counsel, are saying that, 1f you did choose somebody
fros the outside, they would stop their criticisn about the lack of
independence fros the Justice Department. So whose criticasa 8o you
expect to continue 1 f you do appoint your own prosscutor or -- :

ATTY GEN. RENO. One bf the thangs that I have discovered about
this city is that people are going tc criticize you ne matter what you
do. fAnd I'm goaing to try to do 1t the best way 1 can.

[+ D) Ms. Reno, have you written Congressman Leach and Senator
Dole at of yet?

3
MORE
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ATTY GEN RENO: No, 1 haven't?

Q: But, formally, have you rejected their request?
AITY BEN., RENO: No, I have not.

o: Do you plan to do sg?

ATTY GEN. RENU: I plan to respend to thear correspondence as I
plan to respond to everybedy's correspondence,

Q: But have you, are you forsally, today, rejecting their
request or are you still considerang it?

ATTY GEN. RENO: I will respond to their letter. I an statang ay
posttion this aornang, &s 1 have states 1t to you before.

Q: ms. Reno =--
rh Ms. Reno =—-
g: == 37 the :ndependént counsel law would have passed an the

fora that you support, that you testified for in the Senate, would you
then, 1f you had that law, would you then call for an independent
counsel of the Whitewater case?

RTTY GEN, RENG: One of the things I would like to do 3s not deal
In what 31fs, because 3%t 13 & Qonfusing i1ssue and 1f ! answered your
question based on a what 3T and the Congress passed sonething else, 21t
would only add to the confusion. I think we have to see jusi what 33
enact ed,

Q: How snvelaped ars you ==

Q: Ms. Reno, clearly, based on your coranentsthzs morning,
you're raising the possibalaty that the House would pass 1t at an
early date. Do you belaeve this is an appropriate case for an
independent counsel -- a court appointed -—

ATTY GEN. RENU: It will depend on the circumstances as to when
the statute 31 passed, 1 don't know what's going to be in the statute
and what are going to be the triggering sechanisas or what's going“to
be the evidence at the time. » : P

o But 1t doesn't sound as though you <= {t doesn’il appear as
though you would have raised the possibslity 3f you didn't think thss
viere an appropriate case for that kaind of process.
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ATTY GEN. REND: VYou're so logical. (Laugher.)

0: Thank you,

e Ms., Reno, can you tell us & little bat about the career
prosecutpr =~ whe he 13 and -~ (off amike)?

ATTY GEN. REND: No.

Q: Ms. Reno, are you ruling out the possibility that you will
appoint an outside special prosecutor? Rre you flatly ruling 1t out
todaY? i

ATTY GEN. REND: Once 1 swore, up untal 1972, 1 swore I would
never be a prosecutor, and 1 learned long agu never to rule anything
out.

0 Now, RArchibald Cox, of course, was praised for appearing to
be very independent, as was Jaworski, 1 mean, thesre was no
independent counsel law 1n that case. Are you absolutely convinced
that you can't recreate a s3tuation like that in which you could pick
sonebady of such high reputatien that that person’s independence
wouldn't be questioned? = . _

ATTY BEN. RENO: As J pointed out to you, the whole problem 1s
$hat we are looking at a situation where 1'm going to be responsable,
where career prosecuters have been conductang an investipgation, where
to reach out and try to look for & person who could possibly be
conceived as andependent 13 going to take sone time. If they are in
practice, they are goang to have to close down their practice. That
further delays the situation, when it should proceed in an orderly
nannier.

If the Conpress passes the act, and the evidence and the law
Justify my petitioning the cowrt, the court could appoint even & third
person. And 3t simply doesn’t make sense, an the orderly conduct of
an anvestipation, to Mave that happen,

Q: Althouph, &1l those terass that you Just raised about the
person havaing to tlose down his or her practice and so forth,
producing further delays, would certainly be the case 1f you waited
until the law was passed by Congress, and then a court appointed
someone, and then that person had to go through th! sane procedure.
Are you goncerned about dclays in that case?

ATTY BEN. RENQ: 1 would be concerned about delays, and that
wouldd be one of the 1ssues that we considered based on what the nature

T the statue was angd what the evidence was At the tipe,


http:Cong".IS
http:pro~.cut.rs
http:absolut.ly
http:lnd.p.nd.nt

WEEKLY JUSTICE DEPARTMENT BRIEFING WITH ATTORNEY GENERAL JRANET REND
THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, THURSDAY, JANURRY &, 1954
J-R6-Q3 page# 3

G: Ms. Reno, can you -~

Q: With the papers being -~ with the Foster papers being
turned over to the Justice Department todsy, could you give us sort of
a step by step, Just the technical, what is going to happen to thenm,
who will have custody of what?

ATTY GEN. REND: No, a8 1 have indicated, 1 have tried to tiscuss
with you a process relating te what an independent counsel $s, but I

do not want to discuss == and 1t 15 my policy not to dascuss pendang
investagations,

a: What 3s your role 1n this investagation raght now? How
often are you briefed and how involved are you 1N the day to day
sanaging of this investigatien? !

RTTY BEN, REND: 1 am not involved 3in the gay to day managenent
of 1t. 1 an, as the attorney general, responsible for the entare
departaent, and ¢the buck stops with me with that case.

MORE
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a: Pad you approve the subposna that was sssued to the Whate
House on December 24th?

RTTY GEN. RENO.

I don’t discuss pending natter£ In & pending
anvestaigation.

G: But you are being braefed on some periodic or regular basis
on the proceedang wWith the investigataion.

ATTY GEN. RENOs I have instwucted the people to do the right
thing. 11 have tried to make sure that ] don't anterpose myself 1in an
inappropriate way, ang yet that ] make sure that they have the back=-up

and the support and the structure needed to nake sure we get the Job
done the right way.

{Cross talk — off make,)

ATTY GEN, RENO: No.

Q: This morning Senator Dole comnented =~ (1naudihble due to

background noise) —=- he thought 1t was inappropriate that the Justice
Departeent told the White House that a subpcocena was coming before one

was actually sssued., I3 that true, and do_you consider that
mnappropriate?

-

RTTY GEN. RENO: I would not discuss any aspect of the penoang
investigation. I want to try to conduct an investigation in a

professional way and not in the headlines and be accountable for it at
the conclusion.

@ But they rayse the ~~ ] realaze you're =~ you can't discuss
the specifics of the anvestigation, but they say that this a1
unprecedented, that a subpoena would be 1esued to the Whaite House and
that someons would be told when 1t was coming.

RTTY BGEN. REND:1 I a» not commenting on the accuracy or
inaccuracy of Senator Dole’s suppositions. A1l I am trying to say 1s
1 a8 not goang to discuss how [ conduct an anvestaigation an the press,
I'm going %o try to do at the best way I can in accoerdance with how an
investigation should be conducted. And no investaigation that I've
ever seen that's worth its salt in terss of professionalism,

eftectiveness, snd results was conducted In the hoadx;ncs, at s
conducted &n & proper way, o e
Q: Do you think 1t's possable that just Jogistically Congress

could pass an independent counskl law, the independent counsel could
be appointed, and you could stall somehow get to these aatters before
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the statute of lamitations expired on sone key matters?

ATTY GEN. RENG: 1 don't have any concerns about the statute of
lamatations expiring.

*H Senator Dole stil]l opposes the independent counsel statute

Would you publacly call on his this morning to suppart that (statute
n 2

ATTY GEN. REND: I'm trying to stay out of politics with Genator
Dole and make sure that Il conduct this investigation the right way
with regard to his feelinpgs and with respect for hin, but 1 want to at
thas point concentrate on this i1nvestigation,
§
MORE
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Note: This » correction of the previous one.

I, obviously, time and again, based on my testimony before the Senate
and innumerable public stateaents since then, have called on all
senators and all reprecsentatives to pass the act,

R: Ms. Reno, to what extent are any political appointees
involved in the investaigation? For example, 15 Jo Ann Harris directly
involved?

ATTY GEN. REND: Jo Ann Harlris 15 directly involved as the chaief
¢f the Craminal Divaision. Ehe 13 not anvolved 1n the day-to-day
‘conduct of the investigation, but as she 13 the person in charge of
the division she 33 involved.

Q: Attorney General Renoy, 1 wanted to ask, the Whaite House
reportedly ordered the Justice Departaent to prepare the
recomsendation on the Jonathan Pellard case by Dacenber 7i¢h, ang
1t's now besn about a month since then. Hhat 13 delaying the
recorrendation and when can we expect your cffice to pass that on to
the White House?

ATTY GEN. RENOs I have never hearg of such an order. J've npard
of request and different aspects of taming. What I am try:ing to do 13
to sake sure that we explore every concern, every. issue, and that we
do 1t in a thorough way. And that 1s ny responsibility to the Hhite
House and that's my understandang of what they expect frop me.

o: Will the recommendataion come darectly from you or from Me,
Heynann?

ATTY GEN. RENO: As I indicated previously, Mr. Heymann —-
generally the deputy has been the prrson making cleaency ov
cossutation recosmendations to the Whita Houss., The president had
annpunced that he had asked me to Jjoin in and ] have indicated that |
will.

Qe Ms. Reno, are you consadering any further steps, whatever
they night be, to lower the exposure of the departsent to politically-
oraented criticisy an 3ts conduct of tho Whatewater case? fnd 1s
theres anythang elses you can do?

AT1Y GEN. RENO: . As 1 have incicated to you, the best thing that
I can do 1s do everything in ay power to sep-that 1t is conducted by
experienced investigators and experienced prosecutors who will do it
the right way. '

«: ARttorney General, Just to —- 1 apologize for going over the

l
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se point again, but why, after two weeks —- two weeks == (inaudible)
-~ Congressean Leach makes the request of you to name a special
counsel. He keeps on saying special counsel anstead of specaal
prosecutor, I don't know what the difference i3. But why wouldn't you
Just formally —— again today you're saying that -- are you formally

rejecting his request or are you saying you're not forsally rejecting
at?

ATIY GEN. REND: I don't know what your language is. I have not
responded to his letter yet. I have not forsally responded to his.

Q: But for twoc weeks or more than two weeks you've been making
1t clear that you don't see a need or wouldn't think 1t's appropriate
to nase an independent or a special’ counsel.

ATTY GEN, REND: Rs I've indicated this morning, 1 have gone over
1n detail what my position 1s. 1 have not formally responded to
Congressman Leach yet.

Q: My question 15, why have you delayed pJust telling
Congressvan Leach no?

ATTY GEN. RENDI! 1 haven't sagned the lettier yet.
D: Do you‘xntcnd to sigh a letter saying no?

ATTY GEN. RENO: As ] andicated, 1 try to respond to all ay maal
when ] get correspondence that -~ - when ]l first took office I found
that difficult because ] case in with an awful lot of asail
nutstanding. But we do try to respond and we will certainly respond.

Q: Ms. Reno, the Miami Herald reported yesterday that a
Mialeah voter has gaven a sworn affidavit saying that her absentes
ballot an the Novenmber election for Hialeah mayor was forped, her
t11gnature was forged, and that the witness onh that ballot was Lula
Fodraiguez (sp), onc of your personal aides. Last month you said that
you were having the deputy's offace look into Ms. Rodrigursz's (sp)
actaons 3n that slection.

MORE
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gire you aware of thas latest allepation, and are you having the
cepartaent review at?

RTTY GEN. REND: What ] indicated previously was that I had asked
the DAG, so that 1t was renoved from ocur office, to make sure that i
was pursued appropriately under ragular departsent procedures and so
that 1t was done the right way.

There was then some 3ndication, 1 belaeve, 1in an article that you
wrote that OPR wondered why 1t hadn’t been referred to then, and it
was ny antent that 3t be done accordang to establashed department
procedures, and 1 rexterated to ths deputy that I wanted 1t pursued by
the Oftace of Protessional Responsabality and done the right way.

Q: Are you aware of the latest allegation on that? AQre you
instructing that that be reviewed as welly, that the forged signature
-~ a woman has said that Lulu Rodriaguez (sp) witnessed what the wonman
says 15 ==

ATTY GEN. RENO: My undevstahdxng 1s that everything 15 beinpg
revaewed, and 1f there 13 any questian about 1t I will double~check
and make sure that absolutely every allegation is reviewsd.

Q: Can you tell)l us how long the internal -— the departaent’s
internal anquiry into the Randy (ph) nurder case an Idaho will
continue, when we mipght see & fanding on that? And 13 thas geing to
be an i1n~house -~ entirely Iin~house investigation throughout, or --

ATTY GEN. RENO: The Dffice of Professional Respensibilaty i
conducting the investigation, I never know when I will get a result
because I don't like to press in the event that ] cause, by pressang
f3r too early action, an incomplete anvestipation., But I've asked for
a thorough, effective investaigation cospleted as soon &3 possible.

{Cross Lalk.)

ATTY GEN. RENO: Excuse me. 1 got her first ssntence and your
last sentence, so lat’s go back to you.

Q: dhy 13 OPR the appropriate body to investipgate allegataons
apainst Lulu Rodriguez (sp) when she's not an attorney and she is not
involved an any Justaice anvestigative matter?

ATTY GEN, RENC: 1 heard the question raised that OPR wondered
why 1t dadn't get it indicstang that there night be something wrong
with ther not gettaing 1t, and 1 instructed the deputy to make sure
that 1f the Office of Professional Responsibility felt that they
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“ghould pursue 1t they should pursue 1t, and that the deputy's office
should pursue 1t in any other way that was appropriate.

Q: (Off pake) ~=— tg review the findings --

RTTY GEN. RENO. At this tiae ] an waiting for the OPR report,
and based on that report, I will taue whatever action 15 appropraate.

o ae General, are you satisfied at the pace of the Ron Brown
snsestagation?

RTTY BGEN. RENO: I would not comment on the pace of any
investaigataion, ;

D: Ms. Reno, Secretary O'Leary over at Energy on the subject
of radiation -~ {anaudible} -- has talked about compensatian, and
apparently the Departaent of Justice has concerns about that, the
legal 2ssues involved, Can you talk & little bat about that?

ATTY GEN. RENO: -1 told Secretary 0'Leary when she called me Just
after Chraistmnas that we would work with her in every way possible to
address legal i1ssues and to pravide whatever legal assistance was
neeessary an appropristely addressing these claainms.

Q: And 1s there an issue of precedent that {s a probles here?

ATTY GEN. REND: 1 don't know whether there is any problem or
not. One of the things that we want to do 23 assist, through our
civil divasion, 1n addressing the 3ssue 30 that we identify any lepal
1ssue that might be involved and do whatever 1s necessary to support
ang assist in an appropriate resviuvtion of these matters,

a: Back to the independent counsel question, do you thank at
"15 ever possible for an attorney general who 13 appointed by a
president to anvestigate matters involving that presadent and appear
to ba ~- and convince the public that that investaigation 1s impartial?

RTTY GEN. RENO: 1 don't know, but 1 will tell you a story about
what happened to se & long tise age. 1 had & eratic, and at one poant
1 think he say even have called for my resignation. In more recent
years, he said he thought that Janet Reno would prosscute her ogwn
sother {f 1t wers the right thing to do. I wouldn't prosscute ay own
sother, 1 would have pgotten the governor to appoint a special
prosecutor. ({Lauphter.) ’

And andeed, 1 asked'a lecal Judge once to appoint & special P
tpracack ?7) prosecutor to make sure that there was == thersg were no
concerns in teras of building and zening i1nvestigations, but at the
coenclusion of thas session, I'm going to give you a Law Review artaicle
that 1 have found fascinating that goes intpo the i1ssue of appearances.
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There are situations where you have a very difficull situation, there
are 3ssues of conflict, and all that you can do in those saituations 1s
take the evidence and the law and do what's vaight.

0: (Off mike) - talk to the Justice Departsent, that they
talk to you.

MORE
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You're saying that you have not been talking to the White House
regarding this Whatewater., Who 15 the White House talking to over
here?

RTTY BEN. REND: With respect to ~—~ 1 sean, obvicusly, this is a
different situation, and 1 can't discuss who's tallkaing to who, but
1t's a different satuation an terms of an ongoing investigation and
not any sssue of the Whate House initiating soaething over here.

§

B: Matanm, will you sake public the FBI reports produced ain the

Crown Heights anvestigation down by the FBI?

RTTY GEN REND: It depends. -
Q: Depends on what?

RTTY GEN. KRENO: Depends on the evidence and the law and the
evidence that i1s duveloped after the conclusion of the investigation,

G Ma*am?
ATTY GEN., RENO: 8ir?
(P I'm sorry,

ATTY GEN. REND: UWhen the investipation 3s concluded, an
appropriate decasion will be made as to what appropriate action should
bt taken. And at that tine, we will deternmine what we can make publac
based on the law, :

G: Ms. Reno, same topic. Senator D'Asato 13 callinp the
anvestigation into Crown Heights & shawm and says =~ (inaudible). HWhat
would your response bey, not to the —— not on the status of the
investigation, but to Senator D'Amsato == {1naudible) --

ATTY GEN. RENO: Well, 1 think Senator D'Amato can, you know «= 1
sppreciate his critacisms, What I had explained to Senator D'Rasato
and others 1s that 1 cannot discuss the details of an investagataon,
and therefore, I can understand why he say not have an understanding
of what we're trying to do. Rs I have consistently sasd, we're tryzng
to make sure that that investagation is conducted based on the
svidence and the law and based on the best interest of the case.

Q: Ms. Reno, could we gel your cosments on the pending criwe
bill in Congress? What do see are the most amportant aspects -~
(;naudable}? :
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ATTY GEN. REND: 1 think clearly -- and 1 think everyone feels
very strongly that gettang additional community police offaicers to the|
streets in manner and fora and fashion that can truly help local
conaunities and can msake & dafference is one of the most cratical
steps. We have bepun that process through the asplementation of the
3159 million suppleaent, and 1t has been really rewardinp to see the
applacations come 3in, to see the very thoughtful steps that
connunjties are taking i1n coeaunity policing initiatives that are ,
naking & Cifference, And 1 think that this 15 clearly one of the sost
inportant steps. '

1 think the boot camp 1ssue 15 1mportant, I have said fTor a very
long time —= certainly in Miam: ue saw the begannings of i1t, and I
warned that the sangle greatest ‘problen 1 was faced with 3n Miam:i as 1|
left Miani was the problen of youth violence., I think 1t's important |
that we develop programs such as boot camps that let younpsters know
that there 15 & certain punishrent for hurting other people, that we
will not tolerate violence. But at the sane time, after the
punishuent, we've got to develop eeans of getting those younpsters
back to the conaunity with & chance of getting off on the right foot.

a: Have you selected who the chief ~- or have you narrowed the
field down for & permanent chaet for the Drup Enforcement
Adninistration?

ATTY GEN. REND: We have not yet selected the person.

v} Are you consadering -- apparently you are considering Mr.
~~ {1naudible) -~

ATTY GEN. REND: VYes?

o Ms. Reno, may 1 case back to the subpoena questicon ohe nore
tine? One of the things that you've tried very hard to do in your
time here 15 to assurs the political independence of the Justice
Department. Are you satisfied that, an terms of how the subpoena was
1ssued, that the Justice Departasnt's political independence was
preservadg?

ATTY BEN. RENO: Yes.

Q: Ms. Renp -~ {(inaudible) ~-= Paul Jehnson on the issue of
selting and destroying confiscated weapons. 1 wonder 3f you would
lake to see thut establashed &s a national pelicy for police agencaes.

MORE
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And short of that, 1 wonder what your thouphts are of the pros and
cons of police agencies reselling weapons that they've confiscated
frop VACIOUS Crimes.

ATTY BEN. RENO: Well, 1 look forward to meeting with the mayor,
so 1 shouldn't veally comnent on what my thoughts are until after I'wve
met with the mayor,

g: tOf7f mike.) y
ATTY GEN, REND: Yes.
Q: Ms. Reno, wopuld you ==

ATTY GEN. RENOY (Carl, 1f you plesse make sure that I follow
through on that.

Q: Ms. Reno, would you tell us at what level of political -~
tuff mike) ~=- which political appointees have talked with White House
o¢ficials about the -~ (off mikel == when ypu talk to the mayor?

ATTY GEN, RENO: 1 don't know which — i1f Mrs. Harris has talked
with Hhite House officials or not, )

0: Or attorneys representing -=- private attorneys representing
= (0tf mike).

ATTY GEN. RENQ: ] don't know who 3he's talked to.

7] Dc you have any concern about the cost of independent
ccunsel and special counsel anvestigations, whach GRO pointed cut run
irto the tens of millions of dollars”

ATTY GEN. RENO: That concern has been expressed, but 1 think
werking with independent counsels We can do a2 1ot towards controllang
1t and setting up procedures so that we don't control, but that we
suggest “Look, this 3s what happened in prior investaigations and these
are aschanisns that can be utilized Yo reduce costs.”

Q: Ms. Reno, in the Congress have you taken & position yet or
foraulated a provision yet on other aspects such as ‘mandatory
minimuns, the Seath penalty, the -~ (off mike) ~- amendment requirang
that U.S. attorneys to try == (off sake)?

ATTY GEN. REND: 1 have asked the entire departsent that might be
iapacted an any way by the 1ssues Taised by the crime bill to review

everything. 1 expect that report shortly in terms of the review, and

o
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Yhen we will wake recomnencdataions,

Q: (Off make) == crame bill has not been (passed ?) yet, but
there were several governors recantly who are coming out in favor of
this “"third vaclent felony and you're an for lafe® as part of the
crive bill. What do you think about that?

RTTY GEN. REND: Well, 1t depends on how 1t's structured, and
that's one of the things that we're looking at with respect to the
crine ball and to try to determine just how that can be structured to
put the bad guys away and keep ther away. :

Q: Well, but 1t seems pretty sisple. That’s the way 1% was
written on the Senate side, basically: “the thaird violent felony”.

RTTY GEN. REND: Again, I think we have got to look at 1t and see
how it's structured. If you have a person that committed —— got anto
s fight with somebody at 18 and got into another fight at 24 and then
has 2 thaird viplent felony at age 6@, thesc are the 1ssues that I
think we have to look at, and I'n sxpecting & report on it.

G: Without conaentaing directly on the (Florida ?) -threatened
lawsuit, are you sympathetic to governors who are conplaining that the
federal povernment 1s not paying i1ts fair share to suppori the cost of
taking care of undocunented impigrants?

MORE
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ATTY BGEN. REND: 1 thank what we have pot to look at, and I have
sayd it from the beginning because 1 was certainly =— in =y experience
an Miami == one of the praple who absorbed some of the burdens, 315 to
look and try to determing what those who come te this country
sllegally may contribute in terns of taxes, and what burdens are
placed on the coasunity. I, frankly, saw the burdens placed on my
compunity at home by undocumented aliens who were prosecuted, who were
in our Jails, and 1 have said for a long, long tawme that 1 thought it
was & federal responssibility in teras of the crisinal justace systen
where the person 35 ancarcerated and 3s saking no posative
conteibution to the comsunaty.

Q: Ms. Reno, when will you expect to sake your recomnendataion
on the Jonathan Pollard matter to the Whate House?

ATTY GEN. RENO: 1 hope to do 1t shortly.
G: Next week?

ATTY GEN, RENO: Rpgain, and 1'm sorry to be obstanate about that,
but the one thing that ['ve léarned 13 to never pronise a tine hecause
an my 15 years 1 wiould ~- ] used to start off by saying, ! hope to dp
at in a week, and then myd-wneek something new would core up that 1
would have to pursue, anc you all thoupht that 1 would be foolaing.
fAnd 1 don’t want to feol you, I want ¢o0 try to do 1t as seon as
pussible,

Q: January ist has come and gone, which 1s the deadling --
ATTY GEN., RENO: Television violence.

@: Television violence —- which is the deadline you gave to
the networks =~-

ATTY BEN. RENO: 1 have 2 report on my desk and 1'11 be an the
process of reviewing st an the next faw days.

6: Agein, on the Brady Bill -~ {(3naudible) ~- deadling to
February 3rd == (inaudible) == regulations. | mean, what are the
issues that are shaping -- (3naudible)~- yregulation?

ATTY GEN. REND:; 1 have ashed the deputy attorney general to
Psrsue that, and he has promised me a report shortly,

Thank you all very nuch.

o: Thank ydu.
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ATTY GEN. RENC: Carl, make sure that ] follow up after the
Phnosnix mayor, and would -—- anybody who wants this law review article
on the assue of == {(1naudible) =~ they should ask Carl for it. It’s
wonderful,

END
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