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ATTY GEN. RENO: Our National Vioclent Crime Initiative i1s
underway with a federal prosecutor now designated to coordinate our
efforts 1n every cne of the 94 districts i1n the country with joant
local /federal strategies for attacking viclent crime already underway
in many of the districts. 1 have had an cpportunmity te vasait
districts, te talk with state and local law enforcement, to tallk with
federal officials who are working with them, and I am advised that we
have not seen such cooperation in many years. We have further to go,
however.

Our Weed and Seed program 1s reaching more communities now —-— up
to 20 sites from 10 last year, apprehending more criminals and
developing more prevention pregrams that have proven to be successful.
Our (PAC ) pregram 1s working with local efficials te bring new
direction and energy to communmity crame prevention efforts.

As 1 travel across the country, 1 hear real enthusiasm for these
combined state and federal efforts that bring a focus on law
enforcement, on the viclent criminals, on what the federal government
can de to assist lacal government in terms of law enforcement. 1 alsco
see us coming together with cities and communities across this nation
in crime prevention efforts, using the Office of Justice Programs, the
Bureau of Justice Assistance, Weed and Seed, to work with them as true
partners i1n providing monies that are truly needed.

But I'm not here to be a Pollyanna or to pretend that the crame
problem 1s being sclved. We’ve made some headway but we've got more
to do. The crime bi1ll 1s now pending i1n the House and 1t has many
helpful provisions, One of the refrains I hear as I travel across
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this nation 1s the need for mare support for state prison systems to
make sure that they are able to house the violent criminals for the
length of time the judges are sentencing them. The bill will provade
$3 billion 1n grant money to state and local governments to operate
praiscns and to make sure that we have truth in sentencing for viclent
of fenders.
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Programs to deal with yocuthful and drug offenders are in the
crame bill and they are critically important. Community after
community had had the chance to visit our local drug court 1n Miam
and want to replicate 1t, but don’t have the resources. Thase
rescurces weuld be provided in the craime bill. And prevention
programs that give kids something to say yes to, our youth employment
skills program, keeping schools cpen later are all in the craime bill
and 1 think are craitical provisions.

We have anncunced a plan to restare funding for Byrne (sp! grant
multi jurisdictional task forces, which so many sher:ffs have peanted
cut are so critical to their efforts. But the one aspect of our craime
bill that I think 1s so craitically i1mpeortant 1s the provision for the
100,000 police efficers for community pelicing, and every community I
have been to police departments either want to start 1t or have
started 1t on a very small scale and want to expand 1t.

Right now at the Department of Justice we are hal fway through cur
police hirang grants program, & program designed to make a downpayment
on the 100,000 police officers. Four months ag: we gave our first
grant, to date we have passed cut $75 million for over 100 cities and
towns to hire 1,000 new police officers. And those that got the first
grants tell me they’re making a difference.

By the end of April when the program 1s complete, we will have
put 2,000 police officers on the streets 1n about 200 communities.
But for each Jjurisdiction we will have been able to help under this
program, 15 more have applied. Three thousand caties, towns, counties
and states have applied for this program. Some came 1n late and are
not eligible, which brings the total to more, and we will only be able
to assist approximately 200.

Everywhere 1 travel, local officials say they need this help.
The crime bill presents an unprecedented effart to tackle this
problem. Its 100,000 new street-level police eofficers, a 40 percent
increase 1n the current national force of 250,000 street level law
enfarcement officers 1s a vital effort.

We have much to do. I think the American people want us all to
work together 1n a non-partisan, thoughtful way to get this crime bill
passed. It focuses on punishment that’s fair and that fits the crime
and that provides preventional alternatives that can make a

difference.

I1'd now like to introduce Secretary Henry Cisneros of HUD to talk
about the work =— the really excellent work that’s being done i1n Safe
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Homes.

SEC. CISNEROS: Thank you very much, General. 1 was pleased to
be here a month ago with the attorney general, with Secretary Bentsen
and with Dr. Brown to discuss the i1nitiation of an administration
initiative annocunced by the vice president entitled Operation Safe
Home. The thrust 1s to bring tcogether the rescurces of multiple
federal agencies and focus on those envaironments where people live
with federal assistance; that 1s to say public housing environments,
which unfertunately are seed beds for much craime in our central
cities, and assisted housang.

There was some skepticism raised at that time as to whether this
was Just an annocuncement or whether we i1ntended to really put muscle
behind 1t. I'm pleased to be here today to give you a sense of what
the first month’s result are on Operation Safe Home. Our interagency
approach to Operation Safe Home has led to 24 arrests and 14
indictments and the recovery of more than 25 weapons and 300,000 1n
drugs and cash.

MORE
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The white ceollar portion of Dperation Safe Home, which deals with
equaty skaimming and diversion of funds destined for housing repairs or
other housing needs, has yielded six i1ndictments and a guilty plea.
The multifamily skimming effort has led to four civil settlements with
$9.9 million 1n repayments to multafamily projects and $2.1 million te
HUD, double damages judgment of $1.6 million,

Let me give you an example of how Operation Safe Home works on
the ground. On March 16, as part of a task force effort 1n the caity
of New Haven, Connecticut, a team of 60 federal agents and police
officers —— DEA, FBI, HUD Office of Inspector General, and state and
local law enforcement agencies —- arrested 12 individuals and seized
drugs and firearms at and near public housing developments. The
individuals were charged with selling and distraibuting drugs,
firearms, and rasking injury te children.

Today HUD :s announcing the availability of $232 mallion under a
program known as drug elimination arants —— the public housing drug
eliminpation program, which will be available to local housing
authorities to control and prevent drug use, drug trafficking and
drug-related craime 1n these communities. Since 19689 when this proagram
began, over 1,700 grants totaling over $500 million have been awarded
to housing authorities, so you can see that 1f we awarded over $500
million from 1989 to the present, and thais year, today, we’re making
available $232 million —— almost a half of the total, we have
increased the amount of money available for this program. It as
directly -- goes directly to housing authorities for their use in
attempting to get a handle on these problems.

HUD has also made avairlable $75 million for what are called
family assistance centers. These are family living environments in
public housing where young pecople can have access to educaticnal
opportunities, recreational opportunities and employment
opportunities, and we tie those carefully into ocur anti=-crime
strategies.

All of this will tie 1nto the president’s $6 billion anti-crime
imtiative. One step in which HUD 1s i1nvolved 1s the encouragement of
police residency 1n public housang and i1n central city settings, and
I'm very pleased to say we’re having tremendous success in persuading
housing authcorities te give up units so that police officers can come
1n at discounted or ne rents and live i1n public housing developments.
It does seem to make a substantial difference.

MORE
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So my message today i1s, in summary, three-fold first, when we
work together this way, we can produce results, and the last month has
proven results already i1n public housing and housing settings.

Secondly, a key 1s that the federal agencies work together 1n an
unprecedented way. I want to thank the attorney general. FEecause of
the Justice Department entities involved in this effort — DEA and the
FBI, the U.S. attorneys, and the Treasury because of the role of the
Bureau of Alcehol, Tobacco and Firearms, and the Secret Service which
gets 1nvolved 1n money laundering investigations —=— all of which have
collabeoarated to produce these successes and many more that we believe
will be coming. It 1s reinventing government at i1ts best when
agencies can cross territorial lines, Jurisdictional lines and work
tcgether for results.

Finally, 1 pledge to Join the attorney general in her efforts
over the next month te —— caver the next several weeks, 1 should say,
to do everything we can to pass the crime bill. That means going
around the country, talking to citizens who 1n turn can express their
opinicons to their legislators, and woarking as part of the White Hcouse
team to pass this important measure which will build upon the
successes as additional funds are available for bath prevention and
enforcement and punishment phases.

It’s my pleasure now to 1ntroduce my esteemed colleague, Dr. Lee
Brown, director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy.

MR. BROWN: Thank you, Mr. Secretary. 1 also appreciate the
aoppoertunity te be here this morning to participate 1n the update on
the administration’s efforts to combat crime and violence and drug
abuse. The Office of National Drug Control Policy supports this
nations' criminal justice efforts by coordinating and overseeing both
the i1nternational and domestic anti-drug abuse programs for all
executive branch agencies. Additicnally, the office serves to ensure
that federal anti-drug efforts support those of state and local
governments through ceollaborative 1nmatiatives.

While the results of these 1nitiatives may overlap with those of
my colleagues here waith me today, 1t 18 the coordination and the
funding role played by ONDCP which 1s so very vital to success. The
cffice has made some major inrcads toward advancing President
Clinton’s goal to i1nstitute a sustained, corganized, disciplined
approach te combat craime, drugs and vioclence.

I want to briefly describe some of the 1nmitiatives that highlight
the ONDCP’s efforts toward achieving that goal. ONDCP fosters
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cocllaborative federal, state and local anti-drug efforts through aits
high=-i1ntensity drug trafficking area —— or a program we call the HIDTA
prcgram. During the past year, ONDCP provaided funding to five HIDTA
regions around the country. Thais funding supports over 150 federal,
state and local 1nitiatives which 1nclude multiagency task force
operations, i1intelligence sharing networks and i1nvestigative support
centers. These HIDTA programs target what we call gateway areas for
drugs entering this country by working teward dismantling significant
drug trafficking or money laundering erganizations i1n Los Angeles, New
York, Miami, Houston, and aleng the scuthwest border.

MORE
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lLast year, these major task force operations seized more than 17 tons
of cocaine and over %241 million 1n drug-related assets. While these
statistics may reflect the outstanding efforts of several law
enforcement agencies, 1t’s significant to stress that 1t was through
the HIDTA program that federal, state and local agencies came together
to conduct these joint operations, 1 have been i1nvelved 1n law
enfarcement over 30 years at the local level, and during that time
I've seen the conflict and the lack of cooperation between state and
local -- particularly state and local and the federal agencies. That
15 not the case ¢oday. Never 1n the history of my career have 1 seen
a better workinag relationship between federal, state and local
agencies than 1s the case now.

This year, this administration has taken another i1mportant step
in combating drug abuse by i1ntegrating treatment services i1nte the
HIDTA program. Last month, 1 designated the Washington-Faltimore
region a high intensity drug trafficking area. The praimary focus of
this HIDTA, which 15 expected to be a prototype for future
initiatives, will be to reduce hard-core drug use through the region
by coordinating treatment services with law enforcement programs.

I think we 21l know that jails arcund the country are filled with
non-vialent criminals who commt minor craimes so they can buy their
daily doses of crack or heroan. This HIDTA will not only work to
reduce the amount of drugs available te those chronic, hard-core drug
users but 1t wi1ll alsc work to minimize the i1mpact of the heroin
addict who steals a carton of cigarettes from the 7-11 by treating the
cause of the problem, his addiction. The logic 1s quite clear, we
have to not only deal with the praoblem 1tself, that 1s the crime, but
also try to stop the problem by dealing with the addiction. And
that's consistent with the strategy the president released —— the
National Drug Control Strategy the president released a few weeks ago.
This will, 1n turn, free up Jail space and other law enforcement
resources which can be used to 1nvestigate and also i1ncarcerate
violent offenders. .

To be successful, this preogram will require the coordination of
not only federal, state and local law enforcement, but also the
treatment community and the courts. I've allocated $3 million 1n
inmitial funding for this year toward the development and
1impiementation of specific programs which will facilitate thas
coordination. Through 1ts role as a policy development and
coordination office, ONDCP serves to integrate the many functions of
the more than 350 federal agencies involved i1n the nation’s anti-~drug
effarts with those of state and local governments. We feel very
strongly that this coordination, this working together will be the
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process by which we can take back the streets of our cities block by
block.

MORE



NEWE BRIEFING BY ATTY GEN JANET RENO, HUD SECY HENRY CISNERDS, DIR., OF
DRUG CONTROL POLICY LEE BROWN; AND ASST SECY OF THE TREASURY RON NOBLE
RE: ANTI-CRIME INITIATIVES TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 1994

J~29-06 page# | :

dest=crime,syd,dc),dtr,drugccar,dhud,drug
data

And that’s the cbjective, toc make sure that this country 1s a safer
country.

1 also join the attorney general and Secretary Cisnercs in say:ing
that the passage of the crime ball 1s extremely important. I'm
particularly i1nterested i1n seeing the 100,000 more police officers be
made availoble to the police departments throughout this country,
primarily tc 1mplement the concept of community policing. I know
community pelicing works. It worked when I served as police chief 1in
Housten, Texas. It worked when I was the police commissioner of New
York City. In fact, in New York City, after only one year, we saw
crime go down 1n every major i1ndex category, and that had not occurred
1n the 36-year histeory of this department —- that department.

So 1t’s 1mpartant that we get about the business of passing the
craime bill, working together as partners with state and local and
federal agencies and the American public i1n order to make a
difference.

Now, I'm pleased to introduce the assistant secretary of
treasury, Ren Noble.

MR. NOBLET Good morning. This Thursday, March 3ist, 15 the 13th
anniversary of the attempted assassination of President Reagan and the
wounding of former White press secretary James Brady, someone who many
of you knew. And therefore, in our view, 1t 1s fitting to discuss the
impact of the Brady law. We all recall the challenges and the
complaints many pecple had abocut how i1neffective Brady would be. 1If
we lock at this chart, we see the 1mpact 1t’s already had. 1In
Houston, there were 2,183 forms processed, and 199 denials. In
Dallas, we see 48 demials. In Ohio, we see eight —— 41 denials and
eight were for fugitives.

Sc we see the impact Brady’s having. MWe're making i1t more
costly, more expensave, for pecple to purchase firearms. Convacted
felons are trying to do 1t, fupatives are trying te do 1t. 1It's
havaing a very real impact. And but for the work of the attorney
general and my colleagues up here and the president, Erady would not
have been passed.

MORE
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Alsc 1n the area of federal firearms licensing reform, prior to
this year there were conly 240 inspectors at ATF processing federal
firearms license applications. And the proacess was so rubber-
stampish, 1f you will, that even dogs were receiving federal firearms
licenses. And early this last year, the New York City Police
Department, 1n conjunction with ATF, embarked on a pilot project that,
during last year, resulted i1n a 94-percent reduction of those pecple
who receilved federal firearms licenses.

Now, why 1s that i1mportant? 1It’s important because, with 2B4, 000
federal firearms license holders which we currently have, 1t’s
ampossible to regulate, 1t's impossible to do the sort of tracing that
you need to do. Again, this will cost money, and the secretary and
the president are supporting an increase i1n the licensing cost to
cover the cost of deing the background i1nspections that you and 1
would want before giving someone the privilege of selling firearms.

Alsa 1n conjunction with the Department of Justice, we’ve
continued to pursue what Treasury calls the Achilles Project, where we
target armed career criminals, people who’ve had three serious viclent
felony convicticons or drug-trafficking convaictions. Or 1f they’re
convicted for being i1n possession of a firearm after having these
three violent felony convictions en their record, or drug-trafficking
convictions, they go away for a mimmum of 15 years, i1n ancother
1mportant i1nitiative that we’re working 1n conjunction with the
Department Justice, as well as the initiatives with HUD and with
ONDCP.

So while I agree with the attorney general and everyone else who
says 1t’s difficult ta highlight 1n a very brief period what
di fferences we've made, we are making differences.

MORE
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The cocperation which has been referred to 1s more difficult to
quanti1$y but 1t’s a spirat that makes all the difference i1n successful
investigations versus unsuccessful turf battles.

One other area that I1'd like te highlight 15 the Treasury
Department has the ability to reclassify certain weapons as
destructive devices 1f they don't satisfy any legitimate sporting
purpose. The secretary did that on February 28th. He reclassified an
item called the street-sweeper, which looks lake the old Tommy gun but
discharges shotgun shells i1nstead of bullets and discharges 12 shotgun
shells within three seconds. The same weapon was found fully loaded
and operaticnal at the residence of cne of the pecple wha was
suspected to have been 1nvolved 1n the sheoting of the Hasidic Jews on
the Breoklyn Bridge this year. So in conjunction with the Department
of Justice, HUD and with ONDCP, we at Treasury are committed to a
coordinated effort to try to make a difference i1n the crime problem
confronting this country.

Thank yaou.

Q: What do you think 1s the possibility? 1 mean 1s there any
hang-up 1n passage of the crime bill do you think, running 1nto a
problem or --

ATTY GEN. RENO: I don't see any hang-up i1n the passage of 1t. 1
think 1t’s just important that we focus on 1t as soon as Congress
returns and that we all work together to fashion a balanced bill that
punishes the dangercus and that does —- develops prevention programs
with our communities that can keep kids from crame.

Q: General Reno, you might say that this briefing may have
been called because the administration wants to present this united
front., You may have seen this report, a report out of U.S8. News and
World Report, in particular, which says that the working group report
on crime 15 not being released by the White House suggests that that
report 1s, 1n a sense, too soft compared to what the public mcocod might
be right now. Could you respond to that?

ATTY GEN. REND: I don’t know —— 1 didn’t see the article sa 1
can’t respond to the article.

Q: It says that the ——

ATTY GEN, REND: One of the things I learned never to do 1s to
respond to articles that 1 haven'’t read. But 1'11 be happy to read 1t
and have Carl give you & response.
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Q: Well, have you seen the working group report?
ATTY GEN. REND: No, I haven't.

Q: It’s like an B39-page repert.

ATTY GEN. RENG: No, I haven'’t.

a: Are you advocating the truth 1n sentencing as part of the
priscn grants?

ATTY GEN. RENOt 1 think what we've got to do 1s to work with
states to get dollars te them 1n ways that count sa that they can
begin to achieve truth i1n sentencing. I think 1t’'s i1mportant that we
have —- work with them to set standards that they can meet and that
end up ultimately making sure that these dangercus cffenders get the
sentence they deserve and then actually serve 1t.

MORE
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Nothing 1s se frustrating for the Ameraican pecople than to see somebady
out 1n 20 to 30 percent of the sentence when they were dangerous
of fenders.

@: (You ?) were using the figure 100,000 new cops. In New
York, Mayor Guiliani says that doesn’t meet the truth-in-packaging
provisions, and that actuallyit's funding of 20,000 cops for five
years, and cnly 75 percent funding, so 1t's really only 15,000 ceps
Is that acecurate or 1s that ~-

ATTY GEN. REND: 1 haven't heard his comment. What we have tried
to do 18 to work with mayors throughout the country to make sure that
what 1s provided for 1s something that 1s actually delivered. As a
prosecutor on the streets of Miami, I used to get frustrated when 1
waould hear federal promises that didn’t materialize, and we want te
make sure that there’'s funding i1n the craime bill te provide support
for 100,000 police officers, We've always talked about developing a
match., For those communities that can't provide the match, there
would be waiver programs, but we're dead set and determined to make
sure that wvhen we promise something, we deliver 1it.

Q: But 1s 1t 20,000 times five years, or 15 1t 100,000 for a
period?

ATTY GEN. REND: It’s 100,000 cops developed within the next five
years.

Q: Sc 1t 13 20,000 ~— funding for 20,000 each year.
ATTY BEN. REND: We would haire 100,000 over the next five years.
Whether 1t was 20,000 for five years, I'm not sure where he's coming

from, but 1’11 be happy to contact his office and ——

Q: What I’'m trying te understand 1s whether -- 1t’s 100,000
different people, or 20,000 pecple paid ——

ATTY GEN, REND: It would be 100,000 different people 15 the aim.

Q: General, I understand ycu said that you put the money out
for the first thousand --

ATTY GEN, RENO: Yes.
Q: -— and you had gocd results? What were the geod results?

ATTY GEN. RENO: I am told -~ I visited in Orlandc, for example,
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and I am told 1n their community palicing 1matiative, that they are
having an impact. I have not gotten the statistics from them, but in
all those that have received the grants and then have had time to see
them begin to be implemented or enhanced, I'm told that they're making
a difference.

Q: Ms. Renc, at one point months ago, you said that Jjust

having more police officers may net be the answer for all palice
departments, that some police chiefs felt that they really couldn’t
absorb more police officers. Are you certain that these 100,000 new
officers will be utilized properly?

ATTY GEN. REND: I have been so certain of 1t after talking with

police chaefs arcund the country, visiting community policing
initiatives, talking to eci1tizens 1n the community. The desperate need
that police departments have around the country to have police
officers and this additional support that will permat them to
transition to community policing 1s echoed everywhere I go. It's
gotten so 1f I go to & community that’s applied far a grant, I can
barely get out of the community without everybody saying, "Where'’s my
money?! Why haven't you given me a grant?" I am absolutely convinced
that the monies will be used wisely. I'm absolutely convinced that
Just money for policing won'’t work, but money for sound community
peclicing that focuses on targets in the community where pricorities are
developed with ci1tizens i1n the community, where citizens are 1nvaolved
and prevention efforts are implemented again with citizens can make a
difference.

MDRE
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Q: If I might follow, you paid some attenticn to the craime
proeblem here 1n Washington, and the District has about S50 percent more
pclice officers per capita than the next largest ¢i1ty. VYet clearly
1t’s got a big craime problem nonetheless., But what 1s the problem
here, do you suppose, 1f 1t’s not -- cbviously 1t’s not just more
police officers, I mean, more police officers certainly isn’t just
the sole answer,

ATTY GEN. REND:! Well, as I have suggested, I don't think just
more police officers. I think they have to be used the raght way
I've cbviously not made a close analysis of the district?’s i1ssues, but
1 have asked Eric Holder (spi, the United States attorney, to work
with the chief of police and work with public officials te do what 1s
—— anything that the federal gevernment can appropriately do to
address the problem of focusing on the bad guys, the career criminals,
taking steps to 1denti1fy them and proactively ge after them and make
the arrest, apprehend the fugitives, get them sentenced to appropraate
sentences while at the same time developing appropriate prevention
programs.

SEC. CISNERDS: General, 1f I may say a quich word on the
‘District, because 1 thaink that sometimes that’s trotted out as -~ and
1t’s not exactly a good compariscn. And Lee Brown, as a police chief,
may want to add a word, The Distraict of Columbia bears a different
burden than any cther city of 850,000 pecple or sc as a result of the
fact that 1t’s the nation’s capital. 5o 1t must allocate police
cfficers to everything from traffic contral to coordination with
executive protective services 1n the mansion —- rather, i1n the embassy
areas and so forth, unusual number of parades and other civac
gatherings and so forth. My guess 1s that, while that number stands
cut of 50 percent more per capaita, i1t really 1s because 1t's the
District, because 1t'’s the nation’s capital. And those polaice
officers are not assigned to police -~ the presumption 1n the question
1s not as accurate as one might thank.

Qs Secretary Cisnercos, how many ~- do you have any 1dea of how
many police officers have taken up this offer to move i1nto the public
housing?

SEC. CISNEROS: It’s -—- I don't have an exact number for you, but
1it’s happening in more communities and faster than I might have
wmaganed. And 1f you are interested, I could actually take you to
people who are doing that right here 1n the Distract of Columbia, We
have several police officers who have now moved into housing
developments. But I would say 1n many communities across the country
1t 1s happening. We're alsc now taking the next lcgical step, which
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1s to find ways to provide discounted housing for officers whao want to
lave 1n central caity neighborhoods —-- not public housing, but in
neighborhcods -=- by making HUD-owned homes, the so—called HUD homes
that we take by foreclasure, available on some discounted basis to
police departments for officers who want to lave in the caty.

MORE
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Q: Are they tcld 1f they go 1n there with these discounts that
1f trouble breaks out 1t’s assumed that they’ll try to do something
about 1t?

SEC. CISNEROS: A police afficer, of cocurse, 1s never truly off
duty; carry weapons even when they're off duty 1n most jurisdicticns,
and so the assumpticn i1s, first of all, that their very presence, the
fazt that they draive a cruiser home, the fazt that they —— 1i1n many
communities that they arrive in a uniform, that pecople know that
they're there makes a difference.

Now, will they come out i1n the middle of disturbance? Many will
do that because 1t’s their perception of their role as a police
officer,

Lee, you might want to say a word con this concept in his role as
a former police chief.

MR. BROWN: It's very consistent with the concept of community
policing. It gives the police aofficer an cwnership of a gecgraphical
area. I've visited those locations myself, particularly one i1n Elgin,
Il1lino1s and talked to the residents of the public housing community
there. And they told the story of a dramatic, drastic and
si1gn1l ficantly r1mportant change for the better i1n the living conditions
there as a result of having the police afficers there.

And that 1s one of the reasons that the administration 1s so high
—= the president 1s so high on the concept of community policing,
because 1t represents, :1f you would, a new way of thinking about
police work, a new way of delivering pelice services. It involves a
partnership between the police and the people to identify problems
that are of concern to the residents, not so much how the police see
the problems but how the people see the problems, and then jointly
caming together to determine what are the best solutions to address
the problem, and then using the resources of the police, other
governmental agencies, the private sector and indivaduals to solve the
problem. :

And that’s what's exciting about seeing this really gquiet
revolution take place i1n law enforcement teday, supported by -- will
be suppcrted by the rescurces provided by the crime bill when passed
by the Congress. The additicnal police officers are i1mportant for
community policing. An example being when I went to New York as the
pelice commissioner the police officers spend 95, 96, 97 percent of
their time just answering 911 calls. Ycu can i1magine that you can't
really take the time to know the problems, know the people to solve
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the problems 1 f you're spending your eight-hour tour of duty just
running 911 calls. You can also 1magine there’s not much job
satisfaction an doing that.

On the community polacang, afficers will have the time to work on
solving problems, thus having a better utilization of the rescurce of
the police department. Sc 1t's 1mportant to have the police officers,
the bodies, to do community policing and, as I said you can't selve
procblems 1f you have no time ta do so and you end up going back to the
same locations over and over again. And so that's the reason you find
that there’s such great support throughout the policaing field as well
as the administration for the concept of community pelicing.

MORE



NEWS ERIEFING BY ATTY GEN. JANET REND; HUD SECY HENRY CISNEROS; DIR. OF
DRUG CONTROL POLICY LEE BROWN; AND ASST SECY OF THE TREASURY RON NOBLE

RE: ANTI-CRIME INITIATIVES TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 1994
J=-29-12-E page# 1

dest=crime,s)d,dc),dtr,drugczar,dhud, police
data

Q: Could I —— I'm sorry, I have a gquesticn about the Treasury
chart. These numbers, are they handguns? 1In cother words, i1n Houston
do we read that 199 people were told they could not buy a handgun?

MR. NDELE: VYes.

Qs So that means that 2,183 pecople were told that yes, they
could buy a handgun. Does that mean the sale went ahead, necessarily,
probably?

MR. NOBLE: Yeah, the forms are proacessed. Assuming they had the
money, the sale went ahead.

Q: Is that =— I mean 1f you lock at that, since February 28th,
which 1s what, three or four weeks age, 2,183 handguns were bought in
Housteon. I mean, looking at these numbers ancther way, do you feel
like, you know, maybe =- 1 mean, to me, that’s kind of stunming.

MR. NOBLE: To me 1t’s stunning that there are aver 200 million
handguns in the U.S5., That's stunning. But what'’s more stunning 1s
that there are pecople with records trying to buy these handguns and
that we’re able to catch them and stop them.

Q: Clearly, that's a gocd thing., But I just wondered 1f 1t
makes you think about taking this a step farther te, you know, banning
handguns or —-

MR. NOBLE: No. Nc.

Q: Why not?

MR. NOBLE: Because the problem that welre trying tco address with
Brady and that we have addressed with Brady i1s we’re trying tc address
the problem of the wrong pecple having handguns. Now, a law-abiding
American citizen who wishes to own a firearm should not be prevented
from owning a farearm. That?’s --

Q: Why should they have cone?

MR. NOELE: Pardon me?

Q: Why should they have one?

MR. NOBLE: Fairst of all, there’s a constitutional right to bear
arms. We hear about 1t time and time again. I think there’s a
constitutional right to bear arms. And I alsc think there’s a right,
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an i1ndividual right to protect himself or herself or one's family. Sa
from my perspective, I don't do anything and wouldn’t suggest anything
that would 1mpange upen a U.8 citizen’s right to purchase firearms.

Q: Are you a member of the NRA?

MR. NDBLE: One might think so i1n light of my answer, raight?
Q: Are you?

MR. NOBEL: I am not.

Q: Under BErady, the local law enforcement ——

MR. NOBLE: But I just want to respond. 1I'm a college professor
-~ a law professor on leave. I may be returning more quickly than I'd
like. But please -- (laughter) -~ but that's my indivaidual position.
That's my 1ndividual position, for the record.

R: The Supreme Court has not ruled on that question of the
militia, and so forth, has 1t? You’re a professor.

MR. NOBLE: Okay, 1t's my individual position, please.

: Q: Brady requiares the local law enforcement establishment to
make a reascnable effort. There are more and more reports that many
of these law enforcement agencies don’t have the resources to make
that reascnable effort and that some even disagree of having to do 1t
under Brady. My question 1s, has Treasury tried to enforce and
follow~up, and deo you have the authority?

MR. NOBLE: We’ve tried to work cooperatively with state and
local law enforcement officers. The starting point -~ we work very
closely with the Justice Department -~ was deciding who ought to be
the chief law enforcement officer for each state; ought 1t to be one
central locale, like a state police department where they might have
the rescurces to do the kind of comprehensive check, or ought 1t to be
a local police chief who would know when an application came through
with a false address that 1t was a false address. We try to work
cooperatively with state and local law enforcement officers.

We believe one of the biggest controls or checks to make sure
that Brady 1s followed 1s 1f that chief of police 1n some town 10 the
U.S5. doesn't do a Brady check and that convicted felon purchases a
firearm and hurts somecne you know or someone i1n a town or someone in
a community, that's a tremendous chilling effect, a tremendous check,
a tremendous encouragement to make sure people follow Brady. But
beyond that, the law, as I understand i1t -- and I've just been reading
memos recently —- there’'s a question as to what action, 1f any, can be
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taken 1f a law enforcement officer 1n a particular state says I just
don’t want to do a check, I don't want to take reasonable steps or
reasonable efforts.

o That means you don’t have the authority?

MR, NOBLE: Authecraity in terms of -~ we have authoraity at
Treasury over the federal firearms licensed dealer. That’s who we
have control over. 8Sc at Treasury we don’t have the authority over
the particular chief of police requiring him or requiring her to do
1t. But you can see that a lot of people are doing 1t. So 1f there’s
a possibility that one police officer i1n ocne county 1sn’t doing 1t, I
guess that's theoretically possible.

Q: Does Justice have any authority over that?

Q: fheneral Feno, 1s the death penalty posing an obstacle to
passage of the crime b111? That has been true traditionally. 1 guess
the death penalty 1s 1n the Senate bill but there’s opposition to 1t
1in the House.

ATTY GEN. RENO: No, I don’t think sc., I think everybady
understands that there are provisions that they may oppose but we are
trying to work tcgether to fashion a balanced bill that meets both the
desires and appropriate aims for punishment and prevention,

In answer to your gquestion, we are wark —— want to work with
state and local law enforcement to make sure that the Brady Ea1ll 1s
enforced as appreopriate, and I think working tcgether, explaining what
can be done when you identify the number of people who are denied
weapons, we can have an impact.

e R Wi1ll expansion of the death penalty, though, wind up being
part of this compromise, what will happen to 1t?

ATTY GEN. REND: Yes, I believe 1t w1ll.

STAFF: One more guestion.

R Mr. Ncble, can you just explain, there were 50 denmied in
Dallas for reasons other than criminal history. What are the reasons

there? Are these all drug addicts? What --

MR. NOBLE: No. There are a number of reasons. You can be
mentally unstable, yocu could have been --

Qe I know. But -—- (1naudible) -- you don’t know what they
are?
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MR. NOBLE: I den't bhave 1t for you, but I can provide 1t to you
later, cokay? Thank you.

Q: General Reno, 1n view of yesterday’s action by the Supreme
Court on the i1nsamty defense, what's your position on 1t?

ATTY GEN. REND: One thing I learned long agc 1s to never comment
on a Supreme Court opinmiaon ti1ll I’ve read 1t, and I haven’t had a
chance to read 1t.

Q It wasn't even a statement, 1t was just they wouldn’'t take
the case. They let the Montana court ruling stand.

ATTY GEN. RENO®* Again, the dumbest thing anybocdy can do 1s
comment on the case when they haven't read 1t.

STAFF ! Thank you.,

Q- Is the Justice Department invelved :in the Ceolosico
investigation at all? Can you address that?

ATTY GBEN. REND: N, I can't.
END



