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• 1 STATEMENT OF HON. JANET RENO, ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Attorney General Reno: Thank you, Ralph, for those 

very thoughtful words. But it was you and the people in 

this room who kept me going over these last 15 months. 

And I will always be eternally grateful to your 

counsel, to your support, to your encouragement, to your 

fussing when I needed to be fussed at, for your great, 

great strength that has been so important to me. 

I look out on this room, and I think of what 

government is all about. It is about people. And the 

people that you represent, all of the people in this room 

are what really -- that's what's contributing to the 

Department of Justice right now. 

It is so special "to see so many people here tonight. 

This is a unique and wonderful organization. When I first 


met you in the Old Executive Office Building, they told me 


about Ralph Neas. 


And I said, "Well, I've heard a little bit about him. 


And I've heard about the conference." 

You are remarkable, all of you, and the organization, 

and the diversity, but in your ability to pull people 

together to deal with the critical issues of our times. 

What seems, to me, most important, is that the 

conference allows those in the country who care so deeply 
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1 to speak with one united voice. 


You work out your differences on a variety of issues, 


decide on the best strategy, and work hard until you 

achieve your goal. 

Your single-mindedness of purpose is a model for all 

of us in this country. Too often, we get to approach an 

issue with a scatter gun approach. And we're not very 

effective. 

You're a good model for the Department of Justice as 

well. I'm grateful for your talents. And I'm trying to 

learn. 

I am also very grateful, but sad, that I've had a 

chance to work with you, Ralph, and to watch you in 

action. For the last 14 years, the leadership conference 

and the civil rights community has benefited from your 

leadership. 

When you announced today that you were leaving the 

conference next spring, I thought, "What will I do without 

him?" And then I thought, "He deserves it. What a 

remarkable man. What a remarkable leader." 

Thank you ever so much. America is in your debt. 

[Applause. ) 

Attorney General Reno: To build cooperation and 

consensus from nearly 200 groups takes a marvelous 

listener, a great thinker and somebody who can get 
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1 s I haven't met 


quite 1 you. 


You're a marvel and a treasure for s whole nation. 


For many years, when c 1 
 sues did not 

the warm ion from the e House, and the 

conference the tho 

You f "' .... ,...,-.,.rt coal You worked toward, 

and among other laws, the 

and when you read list, it just so 

the 1982 Vot Extens Act, the Mart Luther 

HoI , the Restorat Act, the 

Redress I, the Hous 

Amendments Act of 1988, the Americans with Di lities 

Act, the Act of 1991, and 

Ass tance Act of 1992. 

Before I came to would have 

1 an list to me. And now 

that I've here, I know, for , just 

how it 

e. ] 


General Reno: And now, there is a 

President, and a Department of Justice who is committed to 

the cause of Civil Rights. 

The 1 conference has been able to continue 

its efforts and work with the Department to 
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• 1 achieve some new s. 

I am to say that your executive director and 

his colleagues have had the to work with one 

of the most wonderful e I've met. And Ralph has 

al talked about him. But I am so you've got 

Deval Now, you have no how wonderful it is. 

[Applause. ] 

At General Reno: He shares my hopes and 

dreams. He has the know-how. He has the ity to work 

with And I am ted for the future of the I 

on in the 

Working with Deval, I want to a civil 

divis and and 

resolved to with all 


message of , hat:'8 , 
 and ion we 

findj to and the wonderful differences 

amongst us all that have made nat so i to 

us all I to address ther our mutual

so that we can all of the young people of 

ca a better and real chance at a safe, free, posi 

future where their dreams can come true. 

In , the Justice and the 

ion are to to S 

and fast at individual instances of discrimination. We 

are And Deval the way in an 
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1 aggress enforcement of the Vot Rights Act. 

We are laws and hous 

We are ed to be beginning our 

ity for the fa access to cl cs 

laws, which will combat violence and unlawful obst 

at ion cl 

. ] 

General Reno: We are cont our 

enforcement of the cans th ities 

Act. 

We are mount to ion 

state- schools, the tadel and the 

vi Institute. 

. ] 

General -Reno: In these, and many other 

areas, we will cont to tect the of the 

c movement and move forward to combat new forms 

of di and violat of 1 

Working , I am conf that we can continue 

to the kind of aggress , far

that will make the President you proud. 

I asked what I would do without him. 

He I "I'll be here when you need me." 

I'm to need you. I'm to need 

this room. And I look forward to that effort. 
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• 1 I'd like to take this opportunity, too, to focus on a 

matter that will come before us all this summer, and that 

I think is so important. I am very proud of the President 

for his choice of Judge Steven Bryer to be the nominee to 

the Supreme Court. 

Judge Bryer has shown a strong and consistent 

commitment to civil rights throughout his career. He is a 

careful and fair jurist whose rulings in the area of 

employment discrimination, fair housing, and access to the 

courts, amongst others, have contributed to the 

vindication of the civil rights of litigants in his 

courtroom. He is a man who understands the impact of law 

on ordinary people. 

His nomination has our full support. And we need to 

work together to get him confirmed. 

But there are three people that have been very 

important to me. And I would like to add mine to the 

voices of congratulation to Henry Cisneros first. 

[Applause.] 

Attorney General Reno: You have no idea what it's 

like to come to Washington a stranger, not knowing very 

many people at all, wondering what the rest of the cabinet 

would say to you. 

And they just kind of look at you when you first 

arrive like, "Well, we finally have an Attorney General." 
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• [Laughter.] 

Attorney General Reno: But they look beyond. And 

one of the great people that I have met is Henry Cisneros. 

He is so incredibly exciting to watch. He cares so 

deeply. He is so committed to civil rights enforcement. 

And in those days before he and Webb went to Vidor, 

it was just extraordinary to watch how much he cared and 

how much he intended that there would be no 

discrimination. He is so deserving of your recognition. 

Elaine Jones has been a marvelous leader at the Ink 

Fund. But she's also found time to fuss at me, to give me 

a pat on the back when I needed it, and to be a marvelous 

example for me, to answer my questions about tactics and 

strategy and the law. And I will always be indebted to 

her. 

But one of the great moments that I spent in 

Washington was at a dinner at the Neas' house with the 

Fisches. 

And I will never forget that for as long as I live, 

because you both made it seem possible that I could 

achieve some of the dreams that I had for the Department. 

You were cautious. You reminded me of how difficult 

it would be, and how difficult it is to change the culture 

of a great nation's government. But you made it seem 

possible. 
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• 	
And for all of you, thank you so much for that night.

I won't forget it. 


And I know of nobody in Congress more deserving, 

nobody in this country more deserving of this recognition. 

Thank you all so very much. 

[Applause. ] 

(Whereupon, at 8:15 p.m., the speech was concluded.) 
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