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(Speech beginning at 9:35 p.m.) 

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO: Congressman Reid, 

thank you very, very much. 

It has been my privilege to work with you 

and Congressman Kennedy. And it has been really 

gratifying in this last year to watch all your 

efforts with regards to the Violent Crime Control 

Act. 

In these past days we have seen a terrible 

violence in this land we love, but we have also 

seen something that has been beautiful and 

wonderful to watch. We have seen Americans across 

this land corne together. Come together to speak 

out with one voice against the hatred and the 

violence that spawned that blast in Oklahoma City. 

To reach out to victims and to their 

survivors and hold them and help them begin to 

heal, To assist law enforcement in tracking down 

the people who were responsible for this terrible 

act. In defending the freedoms and the rights we 

hold so dear, in supporting the rule of law and in 

defending America, it is important that we continue 

to speak out against that hate and violence. 

Oftentimes, most times, hater~ are 

cowards. When they are confronted they just steal 
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away. But when we are silent we let them flourish. 

There are examples across this nation of 

communities speaking out. 

I was in Billings, Montana shortly after 

two Jewish families had had rocks thrown through 

their windows, The community responded almost as 

one. The newspaper pUblished a full page Menorah. 

That Menorah went up in thousands of 

windows across Billings. People joined together in 

front of synagogues where the Jewish people 

worshipped to make sure they could do so safely. 

And there was no more hate and violence 

that followed. 

It is important for all of this nation to 

speak out and to act on what we believe in, so that 

it will not flourish. 

It is important that we continue to reach 

out to the victlms, to their survivors. It is 

important that we continue to work with law 

enforcement in every way, 

It was an extraordinary undertaking to law 

enforcement effort, the agents, the police 

officers, the many thousands of Americans who 

contributed to this whole effort fo~lowing Oklahoma 

City. 
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I had a chance to meet the trooper who 

arrested one of the defendants. I have had a 

chance to go to the command center in Oklahoma City 

and see ATF agents sitting with FBI agents, and 

Customs agents and Secret Service agents with local 

police officers working side by side with them in 

one organized effort where everybody is on the same 

team. I have talked to a police lieutenant in 

Oklahoma City who was responsible for going through 

the rubble trying to find people. 

I have talked with fire fighters in 

Indianapolis who left their job to go to Oklahoma 

City to volunteer to help in the rescue efforts. 

And we have all been so impressed with the 

citizens across this country who have called with 

information; who have provided tips; who have given 

information which we could pursue. 

And it is important to remember the public 

defender who stood in the court to do her duty, 

despite the fact that somebody she knew well had 

died in the blast. 

This is an example of America coming 

together. We have got to go forward in this 

initiative. We· have got to continue ,to pursue 

these leads and understand that we can defend 
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1 against violence, while at the same time strictly 

adhering to the constitutional rights that protect 

the freedoms we hold so dear.
 

We need to give law enforcement the tools
 

to do the job, in terms of a counter-terrorism 

center which can bring together the evidence 

properly collected by police officers and agents 

who care. We need to give to the law enforcement 

community the resources that are needed to follow 

up on the leads. 
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11 We need to approach this in a sensible 

way, understanding that this nation can continue to 

be great; that its freedoms can be cherished; and 

that together, with law enforcement, we can follow 

these leads and ensure justice. 

It is so remarkable to come to this group 

represented by Justice Assistance. 
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18 I want-to commend you. I don't think I 

have seen an effort like this in this country. 

I did not know Neil Houston, but I think 

he would be so impressed to see this group 

tonight. To see people from corrections, from the 

bench, everyone represented here. To understand 

what people can do when they come together. When 

citizens and pUblic servants join together.
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I think it's represented in your -- the .
 
whole attitude of Justice Assistance is represented 

in the award recipients for tonight. Judge 

DeRobbio who is not, from all I understand, just a 

jUdge, but a judge who cares. A jUdge who wants to 

make the system better. A jUdge who puts his heart 

and soul into it. 

(Applause.) 

And Chief Vespia; when people speak of a 

police officer's police officer, I can think of no 

greater compliment. 

There is something that is exciting 

happening across America. Even in the face of 

people talking against government, there is a sense 

that police officers and communities across this 

nation are on the cutting edge of bringing people 

in their neighborhoods together. Giving people an 

opportunity to come to their front doors, sit on 

their doorsteps, talk with their neighbors, and 

begin to heal again. 

And it was touching to me to meet Senator 

McGair. He's done an awful lot as a pUblic 

servant. But I think what impresses me as 

much -- where dad you go, Senator? Ob, there you 

are. 
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7'le He also coaches and sponsors teams for 

youth groups, which I think is pretty special. And 

I think it's an example, again, of a community that 

cares. 

And Mr. Ventutuolo, who understands 

corrections, and understands that corrections is 

not just closing the door and throwing the key 

away. It's providing punishment that fits the 

crime, but giving a person a future after they have 

served that time. 
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11 I think you, as the award recipients 

tonight, represent what Justice Assistance is all 

about. And it's a great honor for me to be here 

with you today. I think we need to take the energy 

that's in this room tonight and focus on the 

violence that is in the streets of America, that is 

in the homes of America, that is in the schools of 

America. 
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19 Ladies and gentlemen, if we can send a man 

to the moon, if we can do the remarkable things 

that we have done, we can take the energies in this 

room, and using common sense and approaching this 

problem of violence in a non-partisan thoughtful 

way, where we put our money where our good thoughts 

are, I think we can make a difference.
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1 With Congressman Reid and others' 

leadership, the· Violent Crime Control Act that 

President Clinton proposed was passed last year. 

A promise was made to America by the 

President that he was going to put 100,000 police 

officers on the streets of this nation. Police 

officers that the chief represents. Police 

officers that care about their communities and that 

are willing to put their lives on the line. 

It has been so exciting to travel across 

this nation and to see the first of these community 

police officers on the streets. 
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13 To hea~ young men come to Washington to 

tell the President of the United States what their 

police officers did for them in keeping them out of 

trouble. 

To have a young lady in south Dallas say 

to me, "I was always raised not to trust cops. But 

after I have been hanging around them, they made a 

difference in my life. They kept me out of 

trouble. I can trust them." 

Police officers across this nation are 

bringing communities together and giving our 

youngsters a chpnce to grow. 

When police officers join with citizens, 
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when they involve citizens in identifying the 

problems in developing the priorities for 

neighborhoods, you see a force in action that is 

unbeatable if we can keep it going. 

We have got to make sure that the 

President's commitment to put 100,000 police 

officers on the. streets is not sidelined in this 

congress. 

It was passed last year with bi-partisan 

support. We have got to honor that commitment. 

We got to make sure that there are moneys 

and there will be moneys for prisons. But for 

prisons in ways that we can use them. For prisons 

that also provide aftercare. 

Mr. Ventetuolo would tell you it doesn't 

do any good just to lock somebody up. Most of 

these people are coming back to the community 

sooner rather t~an later. And everything that 

Justice Assistance stands for in terms of providing 

assistance to ex-offenders, in giving ex-offenders 

a new fresh start, is represented in an effort to 

provide for aftercare as well as to provide for the 

punishment. 

We have too many young people who are at 

risk in this world because they have done their 
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1 time, come back to the apartment over the open-air 

drug market where they got in trouble in the first 

place, come back without a job, without drug 

treatment, without a support mechanism that can get 

them started on the right foot. We have got to 

make sure that the youth of America come out with a 

chance of success and not return to a revolving 

door. 

(Applause. ) 
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10 We have pursued for over a year now an 

anti-violence initiative in which US attorneys like 

Sheldon Whitehouse and others cross the nation have 

joined with the. FBI, the DBA, the Marshal Service, 

and most importantly, joined in a partnership with 

local law enforcement. We want to get rid of turf 

battles. We want to join together to develop a 

two-way street so that it's not just the FBI 

getting ~nformation from the local police agency, 

but it's the FBI sharing information so that we 

handle cases based not on who gets the credit, but 

what's in the right interest of the case. And as 

we develop these initiatives, I think we come again 

and again to the realization that we will never be 

able to build our way out of the crime problem. We 

will never be able to build enough prisons to solve
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the problem. 

Police officer after police officer tells 

me we have got to prevent it in the first place. 

What you have done in terms of heightening 

people's sensitivity to prevention is so 

extraordinarily important. 

Now, prevention for some people on the 

Hill is not a very popular term. Some of them say 

that I should be a child care worker rather than a 

prosecutor. But as a prosecutor, I am the one who 

too often looked at pre-sentence investigations 

after I convicted somebody and seen five places 

along that person's life where somebody could have 

intervened to have prevented the crime in the f~rst 

place, prevented the expenditure of money, 

prevented the tragedy to the victim, and we stood 

idly by. 

We have got to develop prevention programs 

that are reflec~ed in that Violent Crime Control 

Act. And we have got to honor our promise to the 

American people and get prevention programs in 

communities throughout America that can give our 

children something positive to do in the afternoons 

and in the evenings. Something constructive that 

can keep them out of trouble. And something that 
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can give them a future. 

You have seen in Rhode Island prevention 

programs that can work. And we have got to send 

the message, and we have got to do everything we 

can to extend those programs across this nation for 

our youth. 

(Applause. ) 

But I think what has touched me so deeply 

about Justice Assistance is, I have never seen a 

program in this country that not only talks about a 

balance, but really adheres to a balance. You care 

about ex-offenders. But just as much as you care 

about ex-offenders, you care about the victims. 

And yo~ are one of the foremost victims' 

advocates I know of. That balance is the common 

sense recognition that we need to bring to what we 

are doing about crime in America. 

A thoughtful balance that understands that 

victims have rights too. That victims should be 

heard. That victims should have support. That 

victims should have counseling. And that's 

reflected again in the Violence Against Women Act, 

which recognizes that domestic and family violence 

is one of the greatest sources of violence in this 

country. 
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1 We have got to give the battered spouses 

the opportunity to shelter. We have got to provide

innovative programs that intervene in the circle of

violence. 

Now, it used to be that some police 

officers would tell me, "But Janet, that's just a 

domestic." And then they began to realize that 

domestic violence was one of the most deadly crimes 

that their police officers responded to. 
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And then they started to look. And the 

prosecutors began to look. And they realized that 

it was imperative that we interrupt that circle of 

violence. For unless we tell this world that we 

are not going to tolerate domestic violence, the 

child that watches his father beat his mother is 

going to come to expect violence as a way of life. 

We will never end violence in our streets 

and in our schools unless we begin to end it at 

home. 
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And there is a remarkable coalition 

developing across this nation between police 

officers, the medical community, prosecutors, 

joining together to recognize that domestic 

violence is not just a criminal justice problem, 

but one of the greatest public health problems in (e 
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1 America, And when doctors and criminal justice 

personnel join together and start using the tools 

in the Violence· Against Women Act, and start using 

the grants that we are beginning to make to every 

state in the nation, then we can begin to truly 

make a difference. 

(Applause. ) 
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8 We have got to make sure that that Act and 

the entire Crime Control Act retains its funding 

and that it is not cut, so that we can give to law 

enforcement across America, the victims across 

America, the tools they need to begin to solve the 

problem of crime. But as much as that, we need to 

do everything we can to prevent the repeal of the 

ban on assault weapons. To make sure that that law 

is enforced, 

(Appl ause. ) 
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18 And joining with doctors, again, the 

Center for Disease Control has focused on youth 

violence and guns in the hands of youth as one of 

our greatest public health problems. Congress 

passed the Youth Handgun Safety Act, and we have 

got to make sure that we keep guns out of the hands 

of children in America, They are making our 

children both tpe victim and the perpetrator, And 
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1 together we must focus on the problem of youth 

violence. Letting our youngsters know that there 

is going to be a punishment that fits the crime. A 

fair and certain punishment, but there is going to 

be aftercare and follow-up. And more importantly, 

there is going to be a community that cares and 

that prevents it in the first place. 
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8 Tonight was something special to me. I 

don't think I ever heard such a collection of an 

Attorney General, a Secretary of State, of 

Congressmen, just an impressive array of public 

servants from allover Rhode Island. But then 

something touching happened. I looked up and there 

was a person, Trish Sylvester, that I had gone to 

college with and was a good friend. And the world 

seemed suddenly smaller. 
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17 And then I turned around and somebody 

said, "I want you to meet Larry Lovecchio's 

mother." 

Larry ~ovecchio worked for me when I was a 

prosecutor in Miami. He's one of the most 

hard-nosed, toughest and best prosecutors I know. 

And now he still works for me because he 

has become a United States Attorney ~n South 

Florida. And I looked at Mrs. Lovecchio and I 
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could see her tough hard-nosed son talking to me 

about them bad guys, and the world seemed even 

smaller. 

Somebody said, "Everybody knows everybody 

in Rhode Island." (Laughter) 

We have got to convey ~he sense that comes 

to me from all of you this evening. A sense of 

community, a sense of closeness, a sense of 

involvement. 

I suspect that the legislators represented 

here tonight disagree about a lot of things. But 

there's a spirit here tonight that we have got to 

take out into the communities of Rhode Island and 

into the communities of this land. A spirit that 

speaks out agaipst hatred and violence. A spirit 

that speaks out for oui children. A spirit that 

joins police officers with judge, with public 

citizens who care, with nurses and doctors and just 

plain citizens, to re-weave the fabric of society 

around our children and our families. 

I think there is a new spirit afoot in 

America. I think that spirit that America showed 

following the terrible days of Oklahoma City is the 

spirit that we need to use to address the problem 

of violence on our streets. And then child by 
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child, family by family, school by school, block by

block, community by community, we have got to take 

back America for our children again. 

(Applause. )
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