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-MS. RENO: Congressman, than~ you so very 

much. It has been my privilege to have the opportunity 

to wor~ with you over these past two and-a-half yea~s, 

and I thank you so much for all of your gu~an~e and 

good counseling. 

Mayor, it's very nice to he back in 

Virg.inia Beach. I am getting to know the ~eography a 

 little hit better now and it's a wonderful opportunity. 

This is such a special priv~l.~e tor me 

because I remember not so mant years ago 'beic.ginvi t.ed 

as the chief prosecution in Dade County to a meeting to 

discuss a new program that some caring in~ividuals 

wanted to establish in our community in 50~~h Florida. 

They called it Crime Stoppers. I' didn't kw.ow what eo 

expect. I recall going to the ..meeting ..net .bei·ng so 

impressed that the people who· wanted to inieiate Crime 

Stoppers in our communi ty understood the bu'rdens of the 

local prosecutor, understood what it took ~6 get. a 

conviction, uriderstood how important it wa~ to protect 

witnesses and victims who might be frightened, 

understood how important it w'as tp work wi o'h all 

aspects of the system, but most of all und~rst~od that 

they could not sit by idle and continue ~olet crime 

terrorize our cornmunitYi."that it was nece'sef,ary, 

important and vital that citizens who car~ sta'nd up, 

S·
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1 come up with creative solutions and work w~eh -the 

pUblic sector, involve the public sector and make a 

difference. 

I went back to m~ office. I ~old my 

prosecutors about this group that I had me~ with and 

told them that we were going to cooperate with them in 

every way possible. They immediately ha4" questions. 

What about discovery? What about this? ~~~t about 

that? It is just going to be a mess. I;ai~: just 

believe me. Trust me. When you talk to ~hese peopl~ 

you are going to see a difference. 

So I sent them off to some meetings. They

came back with one comment, you were rig~t. That

program as I left Dade County had b~en so successful. 

People believed in it. Prosecutors pelieved in it. 

Police, private sector and those active i~ Crime 

Stoppers had really bonded together to make a 

ifference~ Crime Stoppers to me is the 'symbol of what

involvement is all about. 

The only way we are going t~ (i~ht crim~ 

and violence in this nation is that if we a'll come 

together. Police can't do it·by themsel~es. 

Prosecutors can't do it by th~mselves. 1t'~ ~~ing t6 

require citizens like you, pebple like yO" working 

with officers who are represeb~ed here tha~ come 
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~.. . 1 together to make a difference. So use the system as it 

should be used, to see that justice is done and the 

people are held accouDtable. 

So for me remem~ering that day in Miami 

when Crime Stoppers was organized there to see what it 

has become in my community, and now to have che chance 

to travel around the country 'and watch your efforts at 

work throughout the co,\+ntry, and now tog·a-tb.er here 

with representatives fromaro~nd the world is a ver~ 

very special privilege for me. And from Qne who has 

been the beneficiary of Crime' Stoppers, ~11 I can say 

is thank you from the bottom of my heart for caring, 

for working so quietly, so effectively and so 

wonderfully for the betterment of our communit.ies 

around this nation. 

A thousand commu~ities around the world 

you have touched. That's an incredible f£gu~e. Four 

hundred and seven th6usand crimes you have heLped 

solve. Over three million dollars in recovering 

property. A 97 percen~ conviction rate for ninety 

thousand defendants. That is an incredible record .. We 

have got to keep at it, though. We canno-t ·sta.nd by and 

accept the fact, as some say,. well, violence is goin~ 

down in many of our cities. Yes, violenc~ is going 

down because ~f people like y6u.who care, because of 
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1 officers who are willing to put their lives on the 

line, because of prosecutors who work round the clock 

to get a conviction. 

Yes, we are seeing results, hut now is not 

the time for us to stand by. We have got to continue in 

our communities to build our partnership between 

police and the private sector, .between sC:>c.ial workers 

and·teachers and correctional officials. Between 

prosecutors and first·grade teachers in ~~ncy 

prevention programs and confl!ct resolutio~ ~rograms. 

Working together we can make a differen,e in this 

nation. And I am here to tell you that ~ have never 

ever been so encouraged. 

For a long timeas a prosecu~or Z heard 

people talk a lot. I watched as prosecutor. r watched 

us get the convictions and I heard peoplQ ~alk. But 

then .! am seeing action now in this coun't'ry.. I am 

seeing communities come together to reduce ~he crime 

rate to make a difference. :sut what I also 'see are 

communities that are oftentimes overwhe~ed ~th 

totally inadequate resources to meet the burdening case 

load' produced by Crime Stoppers, by polie~ officers who 

care, and that's the reason the administra~ioD and I 

have' fought so hardover these last two and-'a-half years 

to get the Crime Ac t pas sed a~d .. to keep i-t: ,en~orced. 
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I 1 The Crime Act was passed laSt year about 

this time with the promise that it would pu~ one 

hundred thousand community police officers on the 

streets of America in these next six years., There were 

skeptics. There were people ~hat said YOU~~l never 

even get twenty thousand offices on the ~*~eets in the 

next six years. But now, a little over ~'iear after 

the passage of the Act, we have authorized'for police, 

for sheriffs, for highway patrols across' -~his nation. 

Over twenty-five thousand officers, and by-the end. of 

the next year we expect fifty-five thousa~d officers to 

be authorized and ready to go to the stree~s or on the 

streets of this nation. 

This is so important because yesterday in 

the senate the senate voted to maintain ox-took steps 

to maintain the COPS program,'so that we ~'Pefully. when 

congress reaches final action on this effor:i: can move 

forward with,the effort of putting commu1:'\'i-ly police 

officers on the streets where they count/w~ere they 

can make a difference, where they reach out'~o 

neighbors and involve the citizens of the naighborhood 

in identifying the problem, establishing priorities 
; 

where they build a trust in 
,

t~e communi~YI a trust that 

enables people to solve problems toge~he~ 

Now, some people say, well, you know those 
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1 federal grants. I used to be the beneficiary of 

federal grants and I used to have to write ~he grant 

applications. And I used to get real tried of all of 

the bureaucratic red tape that was involved in doing 

it. So we set about working with police a~ericies 

across this country to develop effective gimp~e grant 

applications that can get the' money to thecoznmunities 

where the money can count, but do it in a ~~y that 

holds everyone accountable. 

It is now a wonderful experi~nce to go 

into a community and have neighbors come ~~ ~c me with 

their police officers and say we're workin~ together.

This is community policing. Crime is dO~~S percent in

our community or 15 percent in ourcommurr,i.f::y. We have 

 come 'to the point, in America where weca~ Say this is 

working. Crime Stoppers is working. Co~nity 

policing is working. Neighbothood effort~ are working. 

Let us not turn back. Let us go forward. For that 

Crime Act also rec.ognized something else, -I:ha:-t, one of 

the most frustrating things that can happen ~o· a pOl"ice 

officer or to a prosecutor or to; I SUSPQc:t l 'you when 
~ 

you have been involved in making sure that information 
1 

is furnished that can solve the crime and vro~uce the 
~. 

conviction, is to se.e somebody sentenced to -e'en years 

for an armed robbery and find them back ou~ on the 
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streets in two or· three years becau·se we don't. ha.ve

adequate prison cells in the state and local level t.o 

house the truly dangerous offender for ~he length of 

time that. the judges are sentencing them. 

The lack of trut~ in sentenci~ has done 

as much t.o undermine the publ~c confidenCe. i.n the 

criminal justice system as anything I know. We have 

got to make sure that dangerous offenders, ~he people I 

call the mean bads. are put away and kep* aWay and that 

we have enough prison cells to do that. The major 

responsibility for that effort is on the it-ate and 

loc~l government, but they have been over~lmed again 

and a:gain. 

This Crime Act will provide "'en~Y. -to 
. . 

almost _eight billion Qollars ..~or st.ate and ,1OC:'a1 prison 

capacity, for boot camps, hopefully so ",=hai "We can 
,

insure that the dangerous offenders are 1ncarcerated 

for the length of cheir sentence and tha"=. we can stop 

this merry·go-roundof in and;out that has '1:00: often 

occurred over the past. ten tO,fifteen year~. It is 

important that we focus on what other asp.c~s of the 

Crime Act that already have enacted. 

What many police officers will tell you as 

we try to figure out what "to do about the vlo1.ence is 

that so much of it is related to domestic violence. 
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Now, that may surprise some of you, but when I took

office in 1978 I sent people to the medica~ examiner's 

office to review case files for the previous 20 years. 

They came back with what was a startling x~port to me. 

That 40 percent of all of homicides in Dade County over 

that 20·year period were rela~ed eo domcsixG: violenee. 

Husband and wife, boyfriend-girlfriend, ~~-S?ouse. We 

developed a domestic intervention progr~1 ~d slowly 

over the years police and courts and others have come 

to recognize that unless we sbop violence ift'the home 

we ar-e never going to stop it on the stree~s or in the 

schools or America. That the child who waicties his 

father beat his mother is going to come to ·accept 

violence as a way of life, and that we have qot to 

inte·rrupt the cycle of vi.olence. in the ho~e i.f we.. are 

ever going to stop it in the communities 0+ ~his 

nation. 

That is why a major ~ommitmeni to violence 

against women was made in the' Crime Act ~~~ has 

produced grants to every state in the nation as a 

downpayment on this, ef fort of fou:;:" hundrti! ,a.nd 

twenl::.y-six thousand dollars per stace'to be used for 

innovative programs, for more· shelters, for 'Police 

units, for initiatives th~t can join" in c~t'n\tnity 

efforts to stop this type of violence. 
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Yesterday the senate restored fUll funding 

co that effort, so it looks like again WQ are going to 

be moving forward instead of backwards.
 

Now, those of you who have Ca~ed, who have 

been to the community leaders, who have ~xked in the 

Crime Stoppers' efforts will understand that one of our 

frustrations in law enforcement is that ttii ~rugs are 

fueling it. But it is really.frustratin~when you 

charge somebody with possession of a small a~ount of 

cocaine. They are first offenders. They are an 

Obvious abuser and there are no treatmen't 'Programs and 

no leverage to get that person into t reaii:ne!l'C . Drug 

courts are spreading across this nation.brugs courts 

that operate from a good old fashioned carto~ and stick 
" 

appro~ch th.t says, look. You';e a first o~fender. 

You are non violent. You have a drug prohl~m. You had 

a small amount on you. You can go into \bi9 program. 

You can work with us. The court .wi11 ·con.oC:i.nlle 

supervis ion over you in the next year. WE will work 

with you in job placement, and if you stay c1ean we 

will help you off to a fresh sta:rt. But .i.f you mess' 

up, you're going to face punishment. 

Those programs h~ve been evalua-!:·ed. They 

are working. It's not t~lk. It's ~~methi~s that is'· 

actually working. And yesterday the senatq rescored 
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t 1 monies to the drug court programs that will permit 

these programs to spread across this nat~on. In short, 

I think we are moving forward but, ladies and 

gentlemen, you understand when I se~ somet~ing like 

this, you understand, and the: fact that you are putting 

this issue first. 

The greatest single crime problem in 

~mer1~a today is youth violence. Children u~~ortunately 

killing children in too many instances. It ~tarted in 

1985 many think as a result of the crack epidemiC and 

it rose dramatically. Youth homicides co~~~~ed 

between those ages 14 to 17 rose dramatically since 

1985. At the same time, for most of that ~eriod of time 

the number of young people in the age caie~ory of 14' to 

17 wa'S going down. But in the last two ye.a.rs th.a t age 

group is starting to swell in number. The demographi9S 

based on the popUlation of zero to ten rl~h~ now " 

indicates there will be a significant incyease in yo~ng 

people ages14 to 17 in the next twenty yLUS, in this. 

coun.e·ry. 

The message is very very cleax. Unless we 

start .doing something about youth violeftc.e now the 

problem is only to get worse. For too long now we have 

neglected the juvenile justice system. ~~ h&ve waited 

to put our dollars into prisons rather ~han ~utting our 
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dollars into detention facilities or programs for 

serious youthful offenders or sound\proba~ion programs 

or juvenile justice programs that can mak~ a 

difference. 

I think this Crime Act will enable us to 

let	 kids know that theY're going to be a~c6untable for 

their actions, that there is no excuse wtiatsoever fo~ 

putting a gun up beside somebody's head and hurting 

them, that you are going to face a punish~~~. A fair , 

firm punishment that fits the crime. But ~~~~ there is 

going to be a recognition that for most of ~hese young 

peOple they are coming out of the detention £acility or 

the serious youthful offender facility or evea the jail 

sooner rather than later, and it rna'kes no 'sens:e to put 

a youthful offender age 15 in a detention·~acility ~or 

two	 years, no matter how good it is, and ~hen at 17 

turn that youngster back to the apartment. over the 

open-air drug market where they got in t1"'o\d:'le' in the 

first place. Nobody can look at that and ~~ink that it 

makes any sense. 

We have to focus on after-care programs 

that can make a .difference for our youngs-t.c:a:S. after 

~,ortantly,
•they have received the punishment. But as  

all of us, prosecutors, attorney general, ~hose who 

have worked so long and so valiantly in the Crime 

, I I ALDERSON REPORTING COMPANY, INC.. 
{202J289·1260 (800) FO~ OEPO 

111' 14t1'1 ST., N.W., 4th FLOOR /WASHINGTON, D.C., 20005 



3 

OCT-18-199S 17:50 FROM 202 289 2221 TO	 ,5141724 P.14 

• 1	 

13 

Stoppers effort, all of us around this n~!lDn are going

to have to figure out what w~ can do to give our 

children a chance to grow in a strong con'tructive ~ay .

Through truancy prevention programs, tktough conflict

resolution programs, through afternoon and,·ev.n~ng 

programs that occupy our Children's time i~ appropriate

ana constructive ways. 

But, again, this nation is Salvanizing 

into action. People are coming together 1:-0 develop 

just such· programs in our communities. ~e have got to 

continue that effort. It is so rewardin9 ~o me to see 

what happens when we reach out to childreh aRd show 

them that we care. To stand in a place tha.t '~as a high 

crime problem in Dorchester, Massachusetts, a..nd·have 

young men who have almost been into trouble arId 

probably some into trouble come up to me ~ ·tell me 

that for the first time they have a mentor. First time 

they have somebody to look up to. They ai-re getting 

into job training. They're making a dif~el:ence in 

their lives, and the men that made the di-f.ference in 

their lives were two community police officers. 

When I go to South Dallas and a y~ung 

woman stands up and says I was taught not·~o ~rust 

police officers but this community police O+~icer on 

this beat is my friend and I trust him, and he is 
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• 1 making a difference for all of us. When'ihe 

businessman joins in and she says he is helping me by 

giving 'me experience in terms of how co g~~ jobs and 

what to do and how to work. All of us ca. ~~kt1 "we:" e a 

difference. 

I refuse to sugg~st or even l~~ anybody 

suggest that we have to sacrifice the gen~ra~ion. I 

refuse to say we cannot make a difference. I go back 
, 

to that morning I mec in the hotel in Mia~l
. 

 with the 

Crime Stoppers representatives who had a new 'program, a 

new idea that they thought, they knew, trt~y believed 

could make a difference. They were willin~ ~o come to 

new ~ommunities to recruit people in commun1~ies to 

make that difference. They made a differenCe. The~ 

are making a difference, and together all of us in this 
- ~ ,,- .... ­

count~y working together can make sure that child by 

child, family by family, school by sChool/n~tghborhood. 

b.y'neighborhood, city by city, we can tate ~his nation 

back for our children again. We can stoV ihe violence 
" 

because of people like you who care, who ie+use to 

remain on the side lines, who are willing, -to commit 

time and effort to make a difference. 

Good bless you all. 

(Whereupon, the speech was concl~ded at 12:10 p.rn) 
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C-E R T I FIe ATE• 2

1 

3 STATE OF VIRGINIA
 

CITY OF VIRGINIA BEACH, to-wit: 

:I, Rachel E. Evans, A Notary PUbli~+or *be St.at.e 

of Virginia at Large, certify that the foregoing speech

of Janet Reno was duly taken by me at the iime and 

place and for the purpose in the captioD'meD~ioned,'and

that the transcript is a true record. 

Given under my hand this 2nd day of ~~Ober, 1995. 
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My commission expires: November 30, 1995 
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