http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/iit.ag

TRANSCRI PT OF REMARKS BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
FY ' 97 BUDGET ANNOUNCENMENT
Tuesday, March 19, 1996

GOOD MORNI NG
TH S BUDGET | S ABOUT BU LDI NG ON PROGRESS -- | N FI GHTI NG
DRUGS, I N FIGHTI NG CRI ME, I N FI GHTI NG TERRORI SM AND | N FI GHTI NG

| LLEGAL | MM GRATI ON.

WE ARE ASKI NG CONGRESS TODAY FOR $18.6 BILLION I N FI SCAL YEAR
1997 -- A 13.7 PERCENT | NCREASE OVER LAST YEAR S BUDGET. TH S
| NCREASE UNDERSCORES PRESI DENT CLI NTON'S COWMM TMENT TO FI GHTI NG
CRIME -- EVEN AS HE SUBM TS A PLAN TO BALANCE THE BUDGET | N SEVEN
YEARS.

I N THE THREE YEARS SINCE | CAME TO WASHI NGTON, | BELI EVE THAT
WE HAVE MADE REAL PROGRESS | N BRI NG NG THE FEDERAL GOVERNVENT TO
THE STATUS OF FULL PARTNER I N FI GHTI NG CRI ME AND UPHOLDI NG THE RULE
OF LAWW TH LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT:

b THE 1994 CRI ME BILL WLL PUT 100, 000 POLI CE ON THE STREETS, IF
CONGRESS W LL KEEP I TS PLEDGE.

b THE ANTI - VI OLENT CRI ME | NI TI ATI VE HAS BROUGHT FEDERAL AND
LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT CLOSER THAN EVER AND I'T IS MAKI NG A
DI FFERENCE.

b OUR BORDER CONTROL EFFORTS ARE FI NALLY TURNI NG THE SOUTHWEST
BORDER AROUND, AND WE ARE ENFORCI NG WORKSI TE SANCTI ONS AND
CRI M NAL ALI EN REMOVALS AT RECORD LEVELS.

| N THREE YEARS, WE HAVE MADE SO MUCH PROGRESS. (QOUR CHALLENGE
NOW IS TO BU LD ON THAT PROGRESS.

FI GHTI NG DRUGS
BU LDI NG ON THI S STRONG FOUNDATI ON WE MUST CONTI NUE TO

STRENGTHEN OQUR COVM TMENT TO FI GHTI NG DRUG TRAFFI CKI NG, DRUG ABUSE,
AND THE CYCLE OF CRI ME AND DRUGS.
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THI S BUDGET PROVI DES $700 M LLI ON I N NEW DRUG ENFORCENMENT
RESOURCES -- AN 11 PERCENT | NCREASE OVERALL, WH CH | NCLUDES AN
ADDI TI ONAL 18 PERCENT BOOST | N DEA ENFORCEMENT RESOQURCES. THAT
MEANS

b 60 NEW DEA AGENTS ON THE STREET,;

b A SOUTHWEST BCORDER DRUG | NI TI ATI VE THAT W LL DEPLOY ANOTHER 54
NEW DEA AGENTS, 70 NEW FBI AGENTS AND 91 NEW ASSI STANT U. S.
ATTORNEYS -- TO | NVESTI GATE AND PROSECUTE MAJOR MEXI CAN DRUG
TRAFFI CKI NG ORGANI ZATI ONS OPERATI NG ALONG THE SOUTHWEST BORDER
AND TO HELP CONTROL PUBLI C CORRUPTI ON,

b A NEW DEA OFFI CE I N SOUTH AFRI CA TO BEG N A NEW EFFORT TO
FI GHT | NTERNATI ONAL HERO N TRAFFI CKING |IN A REG ON THAT IS
BECOM NG A MAJOR CENTER FOR SMUGGLI NG HERO N | NTO THE UNI TED
STATES; AND FI NALLY

b ADDI TI ONAL COMPUTERS, COVMUNI CATI ON EQUI PMENT, Al RCRAFT,
VEHI CLES, AND LABORATORI ES.

BUT WE MUST DO MORE. AND THI S BUDGET W LL HELP PROVI DE $100
M LLI ON TO LOCALI TIES TO BU LD DRUG COURTS, WH CH HAVE BEEN SO
SUCCESSFUL | N HELPI NG NON- VI OLENT OFFENDERS BREAK THE CYCLE OF
DRUGS. CONGRESS NEEDS TO KEEP THE PROM SE | T MADE I N 1994, AND
FUND THESE DRUG COURTS.

FI GHTI NG CRI ME

I N PART BECAUSE OF THE NEW COPS ON THE BEAT AND OUR ANTI
-VI OLENT CRI ME I NI TI ATIVE, VI OLENT CRI ME FELL IN 1994 AND AGAIN I N
THE FI RST HALF OF 1995. TH' S BUDGET CAN HELP US SUSTAI N THAT
PROGRESS -- AND COVE TO GRIP WTH THE GRON NG PROBLEM OF YOUTH
CRI ME | N AVERI CA.

STEP ONE IS AN UNAMBI GUOUS COWMM TMENT TO KEEP THE PRESI DENT' S
PROM SE AND TO FUND 100, 000 COVMUNI TY POLI CE OFFI CERS FOR THE
STREETS OF THI S NATION. OUR BUDGET WOULD PROVI DE $1.98 BILLION TO
HELP US H RE ANOTHER 19, 000 POLI CE OFFI CERS -- BRING NG US TO
NEARLY 68, OO0 | F CONGRESS KEEPS THE PROM SE OF THE 1994 CRI ME ACT.

STEP TWO I S A CRACKDOM ON THE CONSEQUENCES AND CAUSES OF
YOUTH AND GANG VI OLENCE -- W TH MORE THAN $30 M LLION TO PAY FOR
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COVWUNI TY BASED SCLUTI ONS, THE FBI'S SAFE STREETS TASK FORCES, AND
AN EXPANSI ON CF THE OFFI CE OF JUSTI CE PROGRAM S COVPREHENSI VE GANG
PROGRAM

STEP THREE IS TO KEEP OUR PROM SE TO FI GHT VI OLENCE AGAI NST
WOVEN W TH $189 M LLI ON FOR PRQJECTS LI KE SPECI AL UNI TS MADE UP OF
LOCAL PROSECUTORS AND PCLI CE TO DEAL W TH DOMESTI C VI OLENCE AND
SEXUAL ASSAULT, AND EMERGENCY ROOMS W TH SPECI AL CAPACI TY TO FOCUS
ON SUCH | NCI DENTS.

FI GHTI NG TERRORI SM

AT HOVE AND ABROAD, WE FACE THE TERRORI ST THREAT. THI S BUDGET
PLEDGES NEW RESOURCES TO HELP PREVENT TERRORI STS ACTS AND TO MAKE
TERRORI STS PAY FOR WHAT THEY DO.

THE BUDGET FUNDS 108 NEW FBI ACGENTS TO MAI NTAIN OUR
AGGRESSI VE COUNTERTERRCRI SM | NI TI ATI VES AT HOVE AND ABRQAD.

VWE HAVE ALSO REQUESTED $9.7 M LLI ON FOR THE COUNTERTERRORI SM
FUND ESTABLI SHED | N RESPONSE TO THE OKLAHOVA CI TY BOVBI NG  THE
FUND IS USED TO REI MBURSE OTHER AGENCI ES FOR THE COSTS OF
COUNTERI NG, | NVESTI GATI NG AND PROSECUTI NG DOMESTI C ANDY OR
| NTERNATI ONAL TERRORI SM  AND TO FI NANCE REWARD PAYMENTS. THE MONEY
CAN ALSO BE USED TO RESTORE OFFI CES DESTROYED OR DAMAGED I N THE
OKLAHOVA CI' TY BOVBI NG OR OTHER DOMVESTI C OR | NTERNATI ONAL ACTS OF
TERRORI SM

FI GHTI NG | LLEGAL | MM GRATI ON

FI NALLY, WE HAVE MADE HI STORI C PROGRESS | N SECURI NG OUR
BORDERS AND UPHOLDI NG OUR | MM GRATI ON LAWS AFTER YEARS OF NEGLECT.
VWE ARE SEEI NG REAL RESULTS. BUT AGAIN, WE MUST BU LD ON THE
PROGRESS WE HAVE MADE.

TH' S BUDGET PROVI DES A 16 PERCENT | NCREASE FOR | NS AND
CONTI NUES OQUR COWM TMENT TO A FI RM AND EQUI TABLE | MM GRATI ON PCLI CY
THAT ENFORCES THE RULE OF LAW AT OUR BORDERS AND I N THE AMERI CAN
WORKPLACE. THAT'S A MORE THAN 100 PERCENT | NCREASE SI NCE 1993,
VWHEN WE BEGAN TO | MPLEMENT PRESI DENT CLI NTON' S COMPREHENSI VE
| MM GRATI ON STRATEGY.

b ON THE BORDER, W W LL BE ABLE TO H RE 700 MORE BORDER PATROL
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AGENTS, 150 NEW I MM GRATI ON | NSPECTORS AND PURCHASE MORE

EQUI PMENT SUCH AS BORDER SENSORS AND | NFRARED SCOPES -- TO
CONTI NUE AND BUI LD ON SUCCESSFUL PROGRAMS LI KE OPERATI ON HOLD
- THE- LI NE, OPERATI ON SAFEGUARD AND OPERATI ON GATEKEEPER.

b AS | MENTI ONED A M NUTE AGO, QUR SOUTHWEST BORDER DRUG
I NI TI ATI VE W LL DEPLOY NEW DEA AGENTS, NEW FBI AGENTS AND NEW
ASSI STANT U. S. ATTORNEYS TO | NVESTI GATE AND PROSECUTE MAJOR
DRUG TRAFFI CKI NG ORGANI ZATI ONS OPERATI NG ALONG THE
BORDER.

b W TH NEARLY $6 M LLI ON I N NEW RESOURCES, WE WLL BE ABLE TO
STRENGTHEN OUR EFFORTS TO CRACK DOWN ON BORDER CORRUPTI ON.

b AND WTH THI S BUDGET WE W LL STEP UP ENFORCEMENT AND SANCTI ONS
AGAI NST EMPLOYERS WHO HI RE | LLEGAL ALI ENS, EXPAND OUR EFFORTS
TO REMOVE CRI M NAL ALI ENS, AND HELP REI MBURSE STATES FOR THE
COST OF | NCARCERATI NG | LLEGAL ALI ENS.

CONCLUSI ON

OUR BUDGET WLL DO MUCH MORE. WE ARE ASKI NG FOR FUNDI NG TO
CONTI NUE TO CREATE A NATI ONAL SYSTEM TO STOP | LLEGAL GUN SALES, TO
| MPROVE FORENSI C TESTI NG TO PAY FOR MORE PRI SON CELLS, TO FI GHT
HEALTH CARE FRAUD, TO STOP SCAMS AGAI NST SENI ORS, AND TO CONTI NUE
REI NVENTI NG OQUR GOVERNMENT BY SPEEDI NG UP THE PRI SONER BOOKI NG
PROCESS AND AUTOVATI NG OUR FREEDOM CF | NFORVATI ON SYSTEM

BUT THE CORE OF THI S BUDGET WLL HELP US FOCUS ON OUR CORE
PRI ORI TI ES -- DRUGS, VI OLENT CRI ME, TERRORI SM AND | LLEGAL
| MM GRATI ON.  WE HAVE MADE REAL PROGRESS FI GHTI NG THESE PROBLEMS I N
THESE THREE YEARS. AND NOW W TH THE HELP OF THE CONGRESS, WE CAN
CONTI NUE THAT EFFORT.
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