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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG:.  Thank you so very
much, Dean. |'mvery honored to be here with you
today as you commence a great adventure in the |aw

| had a chance to talk with sonme of you.
| remenber the feeling of when | stood in your shoes,
wondering what | was going to do, what the | aw woul d
be like. It's been worth it all. It is a wonderful
pr of essi on.

Fromthis | and where many of you were
born, fromthis great |aw school that you've cone to
| earn, fromthe friends and famlies that have touched
your life, you are going to draw strength and w sdom
for the rest of your life.

Three years ago | cane to Washington to
accept one of the greatest challenges that any | awer
could have. But | was not alone, for with nme were
menori es of people who had touched ny life along the
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way. There was ny |aw school dean. There was ny
contracts professor. There was ny baby sitter, ny
Anmerican history teacher, ny | aw school classmates,
famly and friends, sone deceased, encouragi ng ne,
supporting nme and rem nding ne of how | got there.

So today as you leave King Hall, this
wonderful institution, stop and cherish the people who
have touched your lives, the faculty, famly and
friends. Renenber for as long as you |live how ot her
peopl e nade a difference in your life and then for the
rest of your life, reach out and touch others and help
t hem al ong t he way.

Renmenber the wonderful cultural traditions
of the many heritages in this | aw school that are
refl ected and represented here today and go to your
comunities and make sure that the diversity which
made this nation great is always val ued and al ways
protected. As you pursue the great experiences of the
| aw don't forget to |augh at yourself and if you have
trouble doing that, find a brother who wll tease you,
even if you're the Attorney CGeneral, and make fun of
you so you don't take yourself too seriously.

Above all, be yourself. Do not becone
known for the law firmthat you joined. Do not becone
known for the noney you nake or the house that you
live in, but becone known for yourself and for who you
are and for what you stand for and for what you do for
ot hers.

| love the law and | | ove | awers but |
don't like greedy and indifferent |awers. The |aw
can be such a marvel ous tool for good, a marvel ous
tool for change and so with the spirit and the courage
and the intellect that is so evident here today, with
the sense of community that is so evident here today,
use the law to protect others against injustice, to
solve their problens, to serve people and to bring
peace in this nation and around the worl d.

Speak out against the hatred, the bigotry
and the violence in this land. Defend those who are
the victins of those forces. Most haters are cowards.
When confronted they back down. Wen we renmain
silent, they flourish. The people of Sacranento
showed two years ago what could be done when peopl e
join together to speak out against the hate crines
that were evident in that community. W have | earned
a lesson in our century that none of us can ever
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forget. In Nazi Germany too nmany people stood silent
as Hitler and his fascismtook hold. W cannot forget
t hat happened in our century and we nust never ever
et forces |like that becone entrenched in this |and.

Do not stand on the sidelines, whether you
becone a corporate |awer or you practice in a snall
rural community, but instead defend and protect the
rights that you' ve studied for three years, that
you' ve cared about for three years. These rights and
freedons do not find lasting strength on the paper
that they're witten on. They are not self-executing.
They find their force in the hearts and the m nds and
the spirit of lawers who are willing to fight for
them advocate for them and never ever to give up on
them It is found in the hearts and m nds and spirits
of |lawers who take the unpopul ar cause, who dig into
the facts, who keep going and who are constantly
rem ndful of their duties as | awers.

Sonetinmes these efforts are not expressed
in highfalutin Constitutional argunments, but they are
expressed in conplex, tedious, factual studies of the
i ssues. Recently | had occasion to do a review of DNA
cases whi ch had produced justice, finally. 1n one
i nstance a man had been convicted and sentenced to
death for the nmurder of a young wonman in 1984. He
mai nt ai ned his innocence. He was nonet hel ess
convicted. Two years later his conviction was
overturned. After a second trial he was again
convicted and this time sentenced to life in prison.

But in 1989 a new | awer, one who woul d
not give up, took on what seened to be a hopel ess
case. He realized at that point that forensic science
had made advancenents with DNA technology. He filed
a notion to preserve the evidence so that tests could
be done. The Prosecutor's Ofice, acting in the best
tradition of a prosecutor, wllingly cooperated,
agreed to DNA testing. Experts at the |ab concl uded
that the sanples in question could not have cone from
this person and he was not the person who did it. The
state withdrew t he charges and because a | awyer never
gave up fighting for what was right a man was free.

Now, you hear these cases and you think it
doesn't really happen to ne. But about eight years
ago the Governor of Florida asked nme to go to anot her
jurisdiction as a prosecutor and reinvestigate the
case of a man who had been prosecuted, convicted and
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sentenced to death for the poisoning death of his
seven children 21 years before. The death penalty had
been set aside by the Suprene Court's decision, but he
had been in prison that entire tine.

We dug into the facts and becane convi nced
that the evidence was insufficient to charge him
originally and clearly now, and that, though the death
of witnesses and the destruction of evidence nade it
I npossible to determ ne who did it, we concluded that
he was probably innocent and he should go free. For
as long as | live Il wll always renmenber | ooking back
over ny shoulder as | left that courthouse, watching
that man cone down the steps a free man for the first
tinme in 21 years and there is nothing that | have done
professionally that neans nore to ne than that. Reach
out and use the law to hel p others.

We are a governnent of the people, by the
peopl e and for the people, and the people in this
nation for 200 years have created a government that
has provi ded nore freedom and nore opportunity than
any governnment in the history of this world. But
there are sonme Anericans who sit on the sidelines and
snipe and carp at this governnent. They don't
participate. They wing their hands. But if this
formof governnment is to prevail, then the very best
peopl e, the very best |awers nust take part in it and
contribute to it positively.

| think that public service is one of the
greatest callings I know. | have been in private
practice. | have been a partner in a major |law firm
but of all ny experiences, none can match public
service. Yeah, you get fussed at, you get cussed at
and you get blasted in the newspapers. You undertake
a great initiative and you get knocked down, but you
pi ck yourself back up and you keep noving. And then
ten years | ater when sonebody cones up to you and
says, "Your child support office got nme ny child
support and it nade a difference in ny life and |

t hank you so very much." Wen a victimcones to you
after you have convicted a terrible crimnal and says,
"Thank you. | just could not have gotten through this

wi t hout you,"
di fference.
When you see a donestic violence court
take place and start to rise up in the jurisdiction
where you started a donestic intervention programten

you know t hat you have nade a
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years before. All of us can nake a difference if we
just determ ne never to give up.

There is no greater undertaking. But
public service is not confined to governnment service.
Public service can be had by those who contribute in
their communities, by the corporate | awer who works
in a coalition against drugs. Each of us can nmake a
di fference. You can change things.

Yesterday | had occasion to talk with both
teachers and volunteers at Sacranento Start, an after
school programin one of the elenentary schools. A
young nman had attended a school that required
comunity service. He was volunteering. He was so
shy when | asked hi mwhat he thought of the program
he said, "I likeit. | like it when I can help them
| like it when | can help themlearn how to read, and
it's really nice when they ask nme when | haven't been
here, where are you, we've m ssed you. And then they
stop me on the streets and ask ne to fix their bike."
And you could just see in his face the sense of
pur pose that he had achi eved through this wonderf ul
experi ence.

It's easy to be a cynic in this day and
time. The cynic knows so nuch about what is wong and
why it can't be fixed. | urge you, though, because |
haven't sensed a cynic in this graduating class, to go
out and nake sure that the cynics are not heard in
this land. Believe in your capacity to nake a
difference. Be idealistic. Try to make a difference,
because it can work.

And | don't nean for a nonent that you
shoul d be naive. The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.
tal ked about the need for all of us to have a tough
mnd and a tender heart. | can tell you that no one,
no one can cone to WAshi ngton and ever hope to do well
if they don't start the norning by asking tough
guestions and end the day waiting for real answers.

But we were founded by idealists with
t ough m nds and tender hearts and they forned a
governnment to check the worst in human nature just as
they risked their lives to found a country that
cherished freedomand |iberty over oppression. They
t ook the hard way and they nmade a difference.

A nonth ago, as the sun was setting before
it rose again on Easter Sunday, | was in Dover,

Del aware listening to President Cinton honor Commerce
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Secretary Ron Brown and 32 ot her Anmericans who died in
t hat plane crash in Bosnia. They were young and ol d,

men and wonen, governnent workers and | eaders,

busi ness people, but they were all there because they

beli eved they could help a ravaged country overcone a
civil war.

These 33 lives, said the President, show
us the best in Arerica. They are a stern rebuke to
the cynicismthat is all too famliar these days. He
tal ked about how famly after famly told hi mhow
their | oved ones were proud of their work and believed
in what they were doing and believed they coul d nake
a difference.

As you use the law to dispel cynicismin
this world, use it to solve problens, to avoid
conflicts and to inprove circunstances. Many of us
think of the trial |awers as wi nning the great
battl es, but nost of the great issues of the |law are
resolved on a daily basis, not by lawers in the
courtroom not by |awers in argunent, but by |awers
who know how to negotiate and to resolve issues for
t he nutual benefit of all concerned.

But as wonderful as the lawis, too nany
Americans do not have access to the law. |If we are to
make the law the instrunent that it can be, we nust
make the law real for all Americans. Eighty percent
of the poor and the working poor in this country are
estimted not to have access to |awers and to the
court system For themthe lawis worth little nore
than the paper it's witten on.

W nust devi se new neans to give people
the opportunity to believe in the law and to nmake it
real for all Anericans. Wat you have done in this
| aw school, the excitenent of your service, the
comm tnment in you clinical progranms, your public
contributions, are exanples that you nust take from
this | aw school to your communities and i nbue other
| awers with the spirit of service.

Stand for a |l egal services programin your
community. Wen you finally find a lawfirmthat's
going to hire you, ask themwhat they do for pro bono
services and if they're indifferent to it, if it's not
too far down the line, go |look for other law firns
that will honor public service and pro bono service.

( Appl ause.)
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO But join with ne
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in these next years after you graduate in trying to
sinmplify the law so that the average Anmerican can use
the law herself to gain her rights wthout having to
go to a |lawer. Use small old words that people can
understand. Explain to your clients what the problem
was so they can avoid it for the future. Get rid of

t he sl ogans and the | ogos and the synbols and the
Title Sevens and the chapters and tal k about the | aw
in ways that people can understand.

( Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO But if we are to
make the |aw real we nust focus on a group of
Ameri cans who are anong the nost under-represented.

As a prosecutor in Mam, | fought hard to convict the
guilty, to nake sure they got a sentence that fit the
crime that was fair. But | started |ooking at the
revol ving door and | focused on our juvenile division
totry to make sure that we did everything we could to
give children a fresh start. But when |I |ooked at a
pre-sentence investigation of a 16 year old charged
with arnmed robbery, | saw five points al ong the way
where that child's |ife could have been changed, where
he coul d have been kept out of trouble, where he could
have graduated from high school, if only we had

i nt ervened.

So we devel oped a drop out prevention
programw th the public schools. Quickly we saw that
if you wait until a child is in the sixth or seventh
grade, it's too late. He's already fallen a grade or
two | evel behind. He's already beginning to act out
in other ways to attract attention to hinself. So we
devel oped an early nei ghborhood i ntervention program

But then, alnost imrediately, the crack
epidemic hit Mam in 1984 and the doctors took ne to
the public hospital to try to figure out what to do
about crack involved infants and their nothers. And
they taught ne that in those first three years of
life, nost of the influence could be exerted for the
future. They taught ne that 50 percent of all |earned
human response is learned in the first year of life,
that the concept of reward and puni shnment i s devel oped
during that period of tine.

What good are all the prisons 18 years
fromnow going to be if we don't teach a child what
puni shment neans and what conscience is all about.

What good are the great universities going to be if we
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do not raise up our population with the educati onal
skills formed in that first year that can give them

the skills to fill the jobs that can maintain this
nation as a first rate nation.
( Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENG: We all get caught
up in our narrow little interests and they are
wonderful interests, but, as you return to your
communities, as you go out to practice law, work in
your comrunity both as |awer and citizen to reweave
the fabric of comunity around our children at risk by
maki ng sure that through |egislation, through
community initiatives, through private endeavor, we
make sure that every child comng into this world has
proper preventative nedical care. That every child
has appropriate Educare in those first three formative
years. It nmakes no sense if that's the nost formative
year not to have child care available, and not just
child care, good, positive constructive Educare that
can give thema step along the way.

Make sure that we honor our teachers.

When | was a kid | thought about being a teacher
because ny nother told ne that |adies didn't becone

| awers. | decided not to pay attention to her and
along the way a | ot nore have deci ded not to pay
attention to their nothers. But teaching is one of
the great professions in the world and sonething is
terribly wong with a nation that pays its foot bal
players in the six digit figures and pays its teachers
what it pays them

( Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. Work to change
that. But what about after school? Wth nore and
nore parents working, with single parents struggling
to make ends neet, they' ve got to work. W have got
to provide prograns after school and in the evening
that can nmake a difference. | watched what one of
your graduates has done in starting Sacranmento Start,
an afternoon programthat gives students a chance to
be tutored, to work with others. It is making such a
di fference.

Each one of us can nake a difference. W
can make a difference in devel opi ng prevention
prograns that prevent donestic violence from happeni ng
before it starts by joining together with the nedical
comunity. A child who watches his father beat his
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not her conmes to accept violence as a way of life. W
have seen the cycle perpetuate itself fromone
generation to another. Let's work together in these
years as you cone back to your conmmunities to end
donestic violence as we know it and to give our
children a classroom at hone that teaches them how to
resol ve conflict peacefully and w thout violence.

( Appl ause.)
ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO Let us work with
police. It is so exciting to see comrunity police

of ficers who are reaching out to people in their
community to involve themin identifying probl ens,
devel oping priorities and reaching out to young
peopl e, not to becone their nenesis but to becone
their nmentor and their supporter and their friend.
Reach out and let us give our young people an
opportunity to develop a skill that will enable them
to earn a |living wage.

| often wondered why we didn't teach
peopl e that in high school. They say, but |'m going
to college. How many English majors have you known
when they graduated fromcoll ege sat around and didn't
know what to do because they didn't have a skill that
could enable themto earn a living wage? In this tine
of technology, let us work with the school systemto
devel op skills that wll enable all our graduates to
be able to obtain a job in this nodern technol ogi cal
society that can nmake a difference. But nost of al
| et us use community, let us use our power in the | aw
to reweave the fabric of community around our children
and make the law real for all of them

But as you're doing all of this with the
energy that is in this room with the creativity and
the intellect, do not forget what is going to be your
nost preci ous possession, your famly. | watch young
| awyers who are so idealistic struggle to get
breakfast on the table, the children dressed, off to
school. They get to work, they try a case, they
interview witnesses until seven o' clock at night.
They get hone, get dinner on the table, the children
bat hed, the homework done. They work on weekends to
catch up and they don't have quality time with their
chil dren.

If we can send a nman to the noon, we can
surely devel op professional schedules that will permt
us to serve our comunity, to provide services for our
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clients and yet to put our famly first.

( Appl ause.)

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO. As you |l eave this
institution, talk to those |aw firns about flex tine,
about maternity and paternity | eave, about parental
| eave, so that you can go spend quality tinme at your
child' s school. And renenber, raising children is the
nost single difficult thing |I've ever known. |
i nherited two 15 year olds, twins, a boy and a girl.
The girl was in |love and |I've | earned an awful | ot
about raising children in these last ten or fifteen
years. It is one of the nost difficult because it
requires love, intelligence, hard work and | uck, but
it is the nost rewarding. And when | put that young
| ady on the plane to send her off to college and then
when | went to see her graduate three years from
t hence, cum | aude, and she threw her arns around ny
neck and said, "Thank you. | couldn't have done it
wi t hout you," nothing in ny professional career can
ever exceed the joy and the feeling that | had on that
occasi on.

You are a wonderful graduating cl ass.

Your ent husiasm and your commtnent just is
contagious. | go back to Washington renewed in ny
absol ute determ nation and convi nced once agai n that
this great nation will address the changes that are
com ng, address themw th vigor, with courage, with a
sense of principle and with a commtnent to what is
right.

Thank you for your dedication and for your
spirit.

( Appl ause.)
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