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WOMVEN | N MOTI ON BANQUET

CELEBRATI NG 20 YEARS AT THE Al R FORCE ACADEMY

SPEECH G VEN BY

THE HONORABLE JANET RENO, ATTORNEY GENERAL

Sept ember 1, 1996

Sher at on Col orado Springs Hot el
2886 South Circle Drive
Col orado Springs, Colorado 80906

PROCEEDI NGS

M5. RENO  Thank you, Sheila Wdnall. And it
is my real honor to serve with you and thank you,
Ceneral Stein.

As | told you yesterday, you hear and see
about sonet hing and you hear so nuch. And when you
finally see it or feel it, you' re disappointed.

Yest erday you took ne to the chapel, to the honor

court, and drove ne around the Air Force Acadeny. And
' ve never seen anything as magnificent and noving in
a very long tine. And it far exceeds what | thought
it would be and I thought it would be very special .

And then you nmake sure that | had a chance to
soar. And Cadet Shannon Carrey enabled ne to have a
beauti ful experience and she was a wonderful teacher.
And | wanted to soar nost of ny adult life and it
couldn't match what it turned out to be. | thank you,
Cadet Carrey, and all who nade yesterday such a specia
day for nme at the Acadeny.

It is an extraordinary honor for nme to be
here today to cel ebrate with you 20 years of wonen at
the Air Force Acadeny. | congratulate the class of
1980 and the al nbst 1,900 graduates who have fol | owed.

I do not congratulate you for being the first

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/901agaf.htm (1 of 13) [5/27/2009 2:10:39 PM]



09-01-96: Transcript of Speech, Women in Motion Banquet at the Air Force Academy

o1

OO ~NOOUDR,WDNEWN

and anong the first. | congratulate you for what you

have done for this nation, for what you have done for
the Air Force, for your contributions to know edge in
this land, to helping us to |lead the way to space, for
showi ng young wonen t hroughout the world that you can
be al nost anything you want to be if you try hard
enough and if it's the right thing to do.

| know how i nportant that is because of sone
of the wonmen who bl azed the trail for you, ny Aunt
Wnnie and Aunt Lucille Finley and so many of the WASPs

and the WASPs who are here tonight.

I was about six years old when they cane hone
fromthe war. | thought that they were sone of the
nost wonderful, the bravest people that | had ever
i mgi ned. Sone of them as they were figuring out what
to do, cane dowmn to Mam . It seened a good place to
coll ect one's thoughts and figure out what your next
step was going to be.

And they were pretty wonderful. They told

stories. They told about -- | can still renmenber it so
vividly -- Aunt Wnnie telling about how she flew a big
25 across the Donner Pass one night and how she was
going to let the plane down -- but the right engines

really caused her trouble in a great snowstorm-- and
to clinb a tower and signal people. The rest of the
WASPs told her how m staken she was. But | didn't

thi nk she was m staken, | thought she was a heroi ne.
And they tal ked about targets and bonbers and
Dot Lewi s played the guitar and how they took ne on ny
first airplane flight. And | still remenber that Piper
Cub and everything that it has nmeant to ne since.
They went on to get married. Sone had
children, one to be a doting aunt to now two
gener ations of nieces and nephews. They taught school.
They contributed to their comunity. They went to | aw
school. They have contributed to their communities and
t hey have reached out to help others al ong the way.
When ny nother told me | couldn't go to | aw
school because | was a worman, | | ooked at the WASPs and
quietly decided | wasn't going to pay any attention to
her. They have blazed a trail for you and for ne and
t hey have left a | egacy of honor and of service and of
| ove.
But you and the other women who served with
you in the Air Force and in the mlitary who served
wi th such distinction have done sonething equally
i mportant for the WASPs. You have proven themright.
You have proven that if you give thema chance, wonen
can fight for this country.
They can fly the nost extraordinary nachines.
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They can contribute to this nation. They can help | ead

the Air Force. They can nmake a difference every step
of the way. You have picked up their banner and fl own
aircraft that they only dreaned of. You have taken
their banner into space. You are helping to lead this
nation.
| have been so touched in these three and a

hal f years to have nmen bring their daughters to visit
the Attorney Ceneral, nine- and ten-year-olds,
11-year-olds, or to wal k down the street in Washi ngton

or soneplace else in the nation and have a young wonan

come up to ne and ask a little bit about being Attorney

General and wonder what they can be when they grow up.

Because of you, | can | ook them straight in
the face and say you can rai se wonderful children, you
can fly into space, you can | ead your nation, you can
make a difference.

They believe ne when | tell themthis because
of you. But at the sane tinme, you and | and others who
care so much have a sacred duty to these young wonen
and to their brothers throughout this nation. And that
is to fight as hard as we can in whatever arena of
action we have chosen to maintain this nation as a
strong and free nation so that these children can
pursue the dreans that you have given them

In that connection, | think in these next

years we together, both in the mlitary and the
Department of Justice, and throughout this country face
three inportant issues. The first is the world is an
awful lot snmaller today than it was even 50 years ago.
Probl ens that once were |local or national in scope are
now i nternational in consequence.
Those in the mlitary and the defense
depart ment have al ways faced consequences in the
international arena. That is your arena. But we see
now in today's world the international consequences of
econom ¢ actions taken hal fway around the world felt
all the way around the world.
We see the international consequences of
m gration across borders and across continents. W see
t he i npact of environnental actions taken in one sector
of the world having direct and i mredi ate i npact around
the world. And in crine, we watch the international
i npact of drugs, of terrorism and of conputer crine,
just to nane a few
And so in today's society, the general and
the Attorney General and the anbassador and the
intelligence operative in a far-off land and the
busi nesswonen concerned about the deval uation of
foreign currency and the secretary of the treasury, al
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of us, and col |l eagues | have not naned, nust work

t oget her.

We nust work together as never before, but we
nmust do so whil e paying clear adherence to our
traditional role and not stepping across our role,
either for the Attorney General to tell the genera
what to do, or the mlitary to becone involved, in
domesti c | aw enforcenent.

As we reach across our disciplines, we mnust
continue to adhere to the traditional roles that have

made this nation so strong. But we can do that, we can
do it without interfering with each other's m ssion by

devel opi ng a better understanding of the m ssion of al

i nvol ved by sharing information appropriately in a way

that can be invaluable to the m ssion of all concerned,
by sharing equi pnent, and nost of all, by sharing

know how.

It has been ny pleasure to work with the
mlitary, to work with anbassadors on issues of drug
trafficking abroad, and to be so inpressed with the
mlitary's excellence, to be so inpressed with the
mlitary's ability to reach across disciplines in the
right way to achi eve our conmon goal s.

| have watched the mlitary do extraordi nary
things. In the summer of 1994, we faced a crisis in
the straits of Florida. | watched the Coast Guard take

on rafters in an absolutely extraordi nary undert aki ng.
I watched the Departnent of Defense respond at
Guant anano to denagnify the exodus from Cuba. |
wat ched them set up a community and do it in a way that
was in the best tradition of the mlitary of the United
St at es.
They did it humanely, they did it
effectively, and it was just an extraordinary nonent to
wat ch them working with the Immgration and
Natural i zation Service, working with the Coast Cuard,
working with the diplomats to achi eve such a remarkabl e
resolution of a crisis.
And | have watched the mlitary work with the
FBI in the tragedy at Elcabar. | watched us deal
t oget her on what woul d happen if we faced a crisis such
as was faced in the subways of Japan with the gas
at t ack.
| have seen the mlitary in action and | am
here to say that | aminpressed. | aminpressed with
the excellence. | aminpressed with the diversity of
interest and of knowl edge. | aminpressed with the
ef fectiveness, and | think Secretary Wdnall said it
best, I"'minpressed with the teamwork and coherence of
those | have watched in the mlitary.
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1 how we can perform our respective roles, how each of us
2 can deal better with the international consequences

3 that we face in our particular mssions, howthe FB

4 can work with the military representatives and the

5 anbassador and the intelligence community and the

6 international trade rep in an enbassy abroad and best

7 represent the interests of the United States in

8 resolving the international issues that face us

9 t hroughout the worl d.

10 And | have sone suggestions. First of all,
11 we should do nore training so that we understand the
12 roles of the different institutions better than we do
13 today. W should do nore in cross-designating people.
14 It has been such a pleasure for us to have
15 representatives in the mlitary in the Departnent of
16 Justice, and we should do nore in exchanging roles so
17 t hat peopl e have a better understanding of the roles
18 i nvol ved.

19 Lawyers think they know it all. But

20 have found that |awers are very Iimted. They know
21 the rules and processes of the law, but they don't

22 understand all the mlitary has to face.

23 They don't understand sone of the diplomatic
24 niceties and they generally don't understand that nuch
25 about the history or the issues that we face abroad.
10

1 But we're | earning because |I think that's one of the

2 high priorities of the Departnent of Justice. | think
3 it is inmportant for us all to better understand the

4 wor | d.

5 | learned an awful | ot about western

6 civilization in high school and college. | learned a

7 | ot about American history. But it's been a long tine
8 | earning a | ot about the rest of the world. And in al
9 that we do, | think we've got to realize that there is
10 no area of this vast globe that will not have an i npact
11 on all of us at sone time during the Iife of those who
12 graduated in the class of 1980 and thereafter.

13 It is so inportant that we |earn what the

14 history of a nation is and what sovereignty neans to
15 them And what happens if we take one course that wll
16 insult and enbarrass them but if we took another

17 course, we could resolve problens so very easily

18 Wi t hout a great deal of fuss.

19 | think the State Departnent, the Departnent
20 of Defense, and the Departnent of Justice can do so

21 much if we l[earn together about what we will be dealing
22 with and becone nore effective as we do it.

23 Lawers like to litigate a lot and the

24 Departnent of Defense appreciates our litigation sone
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of the tinme. But they also think, as | do, that we

litigate too much and that |awsuits are very costly
things that should be avoided at all cost.

But |ike you know, it's better to deal and to
negotiate fromstrength. It is inportant that we
negotiate fromstrength, but that we |learn how to
negotiate. And I have tried to establish in the
Department of Justice a procedure for resolving
di sputes without litigation.

I"mtrying to teach | awers how to negoti at e,
and in so doing, | have undertaken sone pro bono
service which is working with teachers in the D.C
community to determ ne how we can best resolve
conflicts in schools w thout knives and guns and fists.
And I am so inpressed with what people can be taught
about conflict resolution, whether it be at the
community level, the |l evel of Washington, or around the
wor | d.

And | think it is incunbent upon |aw school s,
it is incunbent upon the universities of this nation
and this Acadeny to do everything we can to teach
peopl e in whatever undertaking they wll pursue how to
resolve conflict, how to resolve disputes in the
sinpl est, fastest, best way.

This world is far too conplicated now It is
fraught with far too many dangers to |l et us take up our

time with needless dispute when, if we learn a little
bit about process, we can do it so nuch easier
up-front. As we do this, we need to negotiate from
strength, which you provide with such nmagnificence
around the world, but we've got to stop being
pessi m stic now.
When | canme to Washi ngton, sonebody said,

"But you haven't dealt with that country before. You
don't know all that it is. It's just w shful
thinking." And | said, "What's it going to hurt to

bel i eve we m ght nmake sone difference if we negotiate

and try to work out the problens.”

This world is too conplicated, and if we
don't work it out, we're going to be in a bigger ness.
We've got to believe that we can nake a difference
while at the sane tinme being prepared if we can't nake
a difference and if we don't have sonebody cooperate to
take effective action otherw se.

One of the nost wonderful skills that anybody
can have as we deal with these international issues is
the skill of communication. Sonetinmes you don't have
to speak the sane | anguage to conmunicate. |It's how
you shake a hand. It's how you | ook sonebody in the
eye. It's how you renenber people, even if you have to
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have a transl ator explain that you want to know how

their wife is and what they' re doing and how their
child is and did they get to | aw school.

It is putting human and di pl omatic rel ations
in a human context. But it sure does help if you can
speak their | anguage. And one of the greatest single
needs we have in | aw enforcenent, in business, and in
all that we are undertaking in this nation is the
ability to communicate with people around the world in
their | anguage as well as understandi ng the nuances and

appreciating the direct contact that you can give it.

English is a renmarkabl e | anguage. It is
beconi ng the universal |anguage of this world. But
whether it be in law enforcenent in trying to
understand 26 di al ects of one | anguage as you undert ake
el ectronic surveillance or if it's resolving a problem
you have with an extradition treaty, |anguage can nake
a difference.

What is clear, however, is that as this world
is so small, we can never ever turn inward again in
isolation. W nust always be willing to take our role
and assunme our responsibility in the internationa
aspects of our respective m ssions.

The second issue that | think is of concern
to us all as we try to figure out how we can naintain
a strong and great nation for those 1l1-year-ol ds yet

to cone down the road as | eaders and as generals and as

Attorneys Ceneral is to recognize the opportunities,

t he marvel ous opportunities, but the extraordi nary

dangers that technol ogy and science have presented us.
These opportunities, these challenges, and

t hese dangers stagger the imagination and convert

vanity to prayer. W nust address themtogether. The

State Departnent and the Departnent of Defense have

wor ked so long and so well to address the issue of

atom c attack.

But at the sane tinme, the Departnent of
Justice nmust gear up to work with you in deciding what
we do about people who smuggl e radi oactive materi al,
how we address that issue in a conprehensive,

t houghtful way on maintaining the integrity of our
respective m ssions.

We face today the prospect of attacks on our
information infrastructure that present rea
chal l enges. This information infrastructure gives us
an ability to conmunicate and to coordinate that we
never dreaned woul d be possi bl e.

But when a hacker can sit in a kitchen in
St. Petersburg, Russia, and steal froma bank in
Chi cago, think of what that hacker can do unless we are
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vigilant with the information infrastructure that is so

vital to our defense, so vital to our commerce, so
vital to this nation.

Again, the mlitary has done so nuch in
| eadi ng the way, but it is sonething that we nust al
work together to address. And it will require an
unusual partnership between the Departnent of Defense,
the Departnment of Justice, State, the NSC, and, nost
inportantly, the private sector. So much of the
strength of that effort will conme fromthe Departnent

of Defense, but we nust do nore.

W are in an information era with an ability
to conmuni cate that boggles the mnd. But as we can
comruni cat e across cyberspace, so nust we take steps to
ensure the privacy of that conmunication to ensure the
encryption in an appropriate way that will permt
business to use that information systemto the best of
its advantage consistent with | awful objectives.

But as we do that, we have got to make sure
that we have the capacity in | aw enforcenent to
appropriately, pursuant to court order, conduct a
isright. And by that, | nean, if sonebody stole from
a conpany today and they did it just by taking papers
and | had probable cause to believe that their papers
were stored sonepl ace by the person who had stolen the
papers, and that | could get a court order for a search

warrant, | can go in to court, have all the
constitutional protections observed, get a search
warrant, and get those stol en papers and prove that a
crinme has been comm tted.

But if instead the information was stol en by
technol ogy on a conputer and was stored in a conputer,
whi ch was encrypted, and | had no neans of breaking
that code, we woul d see | aw enforcenent severely
hanpered. Wat we want to try to do is keep up with

t he technol ogy, not expand the right or the authority
to surveil, and we want to do it consistent with court
order, consistent with the constitution.

It is going to require, as we see today, the
mlitary working with all concerned, working with the
private sector, the Departnment of Justice, and other
agencies to achieve the goal of privacy as appropriate
and | aw enforcenent authority as appropriate only under
t he Constitution.

W see other challenges. The Departnent of
Def ense today is working hand in hand with the
Departnment of Justice to pronote nonl ethal technol ogies
that will enable police officers to control a situation
ina far better way than with guns that we use today.
And we see so nmuch being done to address the issue of
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chem cal and bi ol ogi cal attacks because departnents are

wor ki ng together the right way.

What is clear, our challenge of the next five
years, is to make sure that we, the people, contro
technol ogy. And we nmust do everything possible to
ensure that technology will never ever control the
peopl e and erode our constitutional rights.

To do that, it seens to ne, we nust educate
all. W nust nmake sure that people are skilled and
under stand the marvel ous technol ogy we have. W nust

be prepared to retrain as we devel op new technol ogy.
And that leads to nmy third chall enge that |
think we face together. And that is how can we give
our young people in this nation a future. Not just a
few young people, but all the young people in Anmerica.
| see it fromthe perspective of the
prosecut or who used to pick up a three-sentence
investigation for a 17-year-old whom | had j ust
adj udi cated for an armed robbery and see five points
al ong the way where we coul d have intervened to have
made a difference in that child s life and kept hi m out
of trouble.
| decided to start early. And the doctors at
our public hospital taught me about child devel opnent,
how the first three years of life are so critical, how
50 percent of all |earned human response was | earned in

the first year of life, and how the concept of reward
and puni shnent and a consci ence was devel oped in those
first three years.

What good are all the prisons in America
going to be 18 years fromnow if we don't teach a child
the difference between right and wong and devel op a
consci ence in those children today. Wat good are al
the schools and all our abilities to teach skills going
to be if the child never gets the foundation of

| earning in those first years.

We can do so nuch, but there are sone that
say, "That's not ny problem |[|'mnot interested." |
as a prosecutor will never be able to build enough
prisons unless we start now to give our children a
future. The business community will not have people
with the skills necessary to fill the jobs to maintain
this nation as a first-rate nation unless we start now
for all our children

The doctors and the future doctors that are
here tonight will not be able to keep up with the
demands pl aced on our health care institutions unless
we provide preventative nmedical care up-front. W're
all in this together, as General Stein said. What we
need is a well-trained Arnmy, an Arny with the skills to
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mat ch the chal | enges of technol ogy and an Arny and an

Air Force and a Navy and a mlitary that represents al
America so that all Anmerica can have a part in our
future.

How do we do this? W have to | ook not just
to the child in the inner city. W've got to look to
the children in suburbia, to children who find both
parents working, to children who cone honme at 3:30 in
the afternoon and face an afternoon and early evening
with little supervision and with little care on

weekends.

We have to nake an investnent in our children
maki ng sure that we do everything we can to train their
parents to be strong, effective parents, to nmaking sure
that they have health care, preventative nedical care
that will give themthe foundation for a strong and
heal thy future, that they have child care in those
first formative years that will formthe foundation for
an education that can prepare themfor the 21st
century, that they have an educational systemthat can
truly teach them

And one of the things we've got to dois to
exam ne the priorities of this nation. Sonmething is
wong with a nation that pays its football players in
the six-digit figures and pays its school teachers what
they pay them W have got to change that. But the

school teachers' work will be for naught if that child
noves into the afternoon and the evening al one except
for television.

We have got to provide constructive
opportunities in the afternoons and in the evenings
recogni zing that, as our work force has changed, so
must we change the structure of our days for our
chil dren.

W' ve got to devel op nentoring prograns that
can provide the adult supervision that is so critical
and community police officers who reach out to keep
that kid out of trouble as nuch as to identify the gang
| eader that gets theminto trouble.

We've got to nmake sure that when we train, we

train for jobs. It used to puzzle ne as to why we have
so many requirenents in high school, and yet we don't
have a requirenent that you have a skill that can

enable you to earn a living wage by the tine you
gr aduat e.

Sonmebody says, "Well, I'll go to college."
How many of you know people who went to coll ege, got a
B.A in English Lit, and sat there for two years trying
to figure out what they were going to do. Let us nake
sure that we have a skill and that we have a capacity
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inthis nation to retrain people as that skill becones

obsol et e.

That capacity to retrain should be as
automatically available as the capacity to educate from
K through 12 if we are to keep up with the changing
technol ogy of this world and to make sure that all our
peopl e are productive and can live to their fullest
potenti al .

But | feel encouraged because, as | told
cadets earlier this evening, | see across Anerica

comrunities joining together with enployers and the

busi ness sector and school teachers reaching out to form
partnerships to reweave the fabric of comunity around
our children. | see volunteers comng forth to becone
mentors to make a difference.

Do you know that the cadets of this Acadeny
in the last year did 40,000 hours of service to their
community? | think that is extraordinary. Do you know
that sone of the cadets of this Acadeny went to assi st
at a soup kitchen, and as they kept com ng back to
assi st, they saw the sane people there and they deci ded
t hat sonet hi ng was wrong.

And so instead of just going to assist, they
brought their conputers, they brought their skills, and
they started teaching people howto do this or howto
do that or how to participate once again. And step by

step, they nmade a difference.
Do you realize that cadets of this Acadeny
have reached out to youngsters in high school and in
m ddl e school to talk with them about what it nmeans to
grow up, how to develop skills, how they m ght cone to
the Acadeny because they care, because they want to
make a difference.
Wuldn't it be wonderful if we could get the
Departnment of Justice and the mlitary organi zed around
this nation so that every single one of us reached out
and made the difference at | east each year in the life
of one young person by being a nmentor by providing a
schol arshi p, by teaching them a new | anguage, by
hel ping themto grow up in a strong and positive way.

After talking to the cadets of this great
institution tonight, | think it's going to be possible.
I think they're going to leave this institution |eading
the way to nmake that commtnent.

Sonme people ask ne if I'm pessimstic about
this nation, if I'mdiscouraged, and I just smle at
them and say, "Quite to the contrary.” In the three
and a half years |'ve been in Washington, |'ve had a
chance to travel across this land to talk to young
people and to the elderly, to talk to so nmany different
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peopl e.

And never in all of my life have | felt so
encour aged about the future of this great nation. The
officers and the enlisted nen who are maki ng a basebal
di anond for sone kids in an inner-city conmunity in San
Antoni o, the cadets here toni ght, youngsters nake a
di fference. Schoolteachers working as hard as they
can, there is a strength and a braveness in this
country that is just wonderful.

And | think it's best to sumit up by the
experience that |1've had since April the 19th of 1995.
On that Sunday, after the blast in Olahoma, | went to
&l ahoma City and |I've been back twice. And victins
and survivors have sonetinmes cone to visit nme at the
Depart ment of Justi ce.

In this time | watched the people of Cklahoma
City and this nation conme together as one to speak out
agai nst the violence that spawned that blast from hell,
to reach out to survivors and victinms and hel p them
begin to heal, to support |aw enforcenent to see that
t he peopl e responsible for that travesty were brought
to justice, and to speak out and stand for this nation
and for all this nation stands for.

I think that that experience, the bravery of
t hose people, the firefighters that | net in
I ndi anapolis who went to help, the police from

Arlington who went to nmake a difference, countless
Americans reached out to help and to support and to
say, "We will not be beaten down."

This nation is on its way to maeking sure that
we give to all Anmericans the chance to be free, that we
give to our young Anericans the chance to grow up, to
go to great academ es such as this, to nake a
difference in their lives and in the |lives of al
Americans and i ndeed of the world.

To the class of 1980 and to those wonen that
have cone after, you are part of a great nation and you
are making it greater.
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CERTI FI CATE
|, CATHY E. LEAF, a Registered Merit
Reporter, do hereby certify that | was present at and
reported in stenotype the foregoing matter;
that | thereafter reduced ny stenotype notes
to typewitten form conprising the foregoing official
transcri pt;
further, that the foregoing transcript is, to
the best of ny know edge, a true and accurate record of
the foregoing matter on the date above set forth.
I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny
hand this 3rd day of Septenber, 1996.

Cathy E. Leaf, RWR
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