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SPEECH G VEN BY ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET RENO

Cl evel and, Chio
Monday, Septenber 30, 1996

Speech gi ven by ATTORNEY GENERAL JANET
RENO t aken at the Justice Center Auditorium
1200 Ontario, Ceveland, Chio, at 2:00 o' cl ock
p.m, on Mnday, Septenber 30, 1996, and the
proceedi ngs bei ng taken down by Stenotype by
LORRAI NE J. KLODN CK, RMR-CRR, and transcri bed
under her direction.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO | can't tell

you how i npressed | am and how nmuch | respect
you all for bringing such a group together today

and for the willingness of those who are
vol unteering or who are prospective vol unteers
for your willingness to get involved. Let ne

tell you why | think it's so inportant.

In 1978 | becane the State Attorney for
Mam , Florida, for Dade County. The nedi cal
exam ner asked ne to send sone interns over to
try to figure out why people had been killed in
the county for the previous 20 years. W did a
study and 40 percent of the homcides in the
county over that period of tine were related to
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15 donesti c violence, boyfriend/girlfriend,

16 husband/ w fe, ex-spouse. W devel oped an LEAA
17 grant and established a donestic intervention

18 programthat is still ongoing.

19 Over those years, the 15 years that |
20 served as the State Attorney, getting people
21 I nterested in doing sonething about donestic
22 violence was like pulling teeth. Police
23 officers just wite it off as donestic. Judges
24 way before Judge Adrine's tine were far |ess
25 I nterested. Prosecutors trying to get theminto

3

1 donestic violence unit, | needed bull dozers.

2 But talking to the victins and | ooki ng
3 at the statistics nade ne realize how inportant
4 it was. We had a no drop rule that required

5 that they had to talk to ne before we would

6 agree to drop the prosecution. And | never had
7 one ultimately disagree with ne.

8 In talking wwth themthe pain cane

9 t hrough and the frustration, the frustration

10 wth the system the systemthat revictimzed
11 them as they went through the system the system
12 that did not provide for appropriate sanctions
13 or for appropriate treatnent. And | becane ever
14 nore commtted to the whole effort to do

15 sonet hi ng about donestic viol ence.

16 As | sat there and | ooked at the cases
17 you feel frustrated as a prosecutor. | think
18 St ephani e woul d say the sane thing, because you
19 know there's a lot of crinme out there you can't
20 prevent, but you can prevent a nurder, you can
21 prevent further assault if we interrupt the

22 cycle of violence and if we give people the

23 strength and the support and the caring

24 conpassion that will enable themto cone through
25 the system So this initiative is just so

4

1 extrenely inportant.

2 Tonorrow i s the begi nning of Nati onal

3 Donmestic Viol ence Awareness Month, but ny not her
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al ways told ne that she didn't want to cel ebrate
Mot her' s Day because she thought every day was
Mother's Day. So | think every day should be
Donesti c Viol ence Anareness Day and every nonth
t he sane.

What you have undertaken here in
Cleveland is so vitally inportant, to have
police working with prosecutors, working with
the courts in a conprehensive way, to have the
medi cal community involved is |ike a breath of
fresh air. But there are others that should be
| nvol ved.

Teachers all so often are the people
who first determne that there is donestic
vi ol ence and teachers do not know what to do.
The child is crying in the corner of the room
What happened? She will hear the stories that
Ms. Al exandria tal ked about. She will hear it
and not know where to go or what to do. You've
got to devel op an outreach to the public school
system

Enpl oyers. This past week ironically

5
an enpl oyee cane to ne, a victimof donestic
vi ol ence wanting to know what to do. Enployee
assi stance programs in nmpjor conpani es can be an
extraordinarily inportant partner in this
initiative.

General practitioners. Not just the
energency room but the general practitioners of
this conmmunity and the famly practitioners have
got to be educated ever nore to recogni ze that
donestic violence is not a crimnal justice
problem it is a public health problem

And all of us have got to be sensitized
because | suspect that there is not a person in
this roomwho has not froma friend or famly
menber seen the scars or the -- both the
enoti onal and physical of donestic violence. It
I s sonething that we cannot continue to
tolerate. |f you can't convince people of that,
then just point out to themthat the child that
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wat ches his father beat his nother cones to
accept violence as a way of life.

Unl ess we end violence in the honme we
are never going to end it on the streets or in
the schools of this nation. W have got to
interrupt the cycle where it starts. Violence

6
Is a | earned behavi or and one of the best
cl assroons to date has been in the hone.

So what you undertake in your
initiative here in Ceveland is just to be
commended by everybody across the country and
"' mgoing to go back and start spreading the
word about what you're doing here. M goal as
Attorney General is to be a partner with
communities across this nation, not to cone in
to tell you how to do things or what to do, but
to ask how can we support you, how can we work
with you in devel oping a partnershi p agai nst
donestic violence in this country.

In 1984, with a bipartisan effort on
the part of Congress resulted in a passage of
t he Vi ol ence Agai nst Wonen Act which provi ded
significant funding including violence
initiatives. W will continue this effort. It
goes through your state crimnal justice agency
and is distributed across the state and you
should, if you have not already done so, get
yourself fully advised as to howthat is
di stributed. Any suggestions you have as to
what we can do in Washington to work with you
nore effectively, we need to know that. The

7
Vi ol ence Agai nst Wonen Act al so provi ded sone
tools that are inportant for practitioners who
are involved in this effort.
| used to be frustrated when | woul d

see a victimof donestic violence cone to
Florida. Violence would go back and forth one
to the other federal taking over |ocal on who
had the jurisdiction. Provisions in the
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Vi ol ence Agai nst Wonen Act provide for
jurisdiction in certain cases. W don't want to
take the case fromthe | ocal prosecutor. W
want to work with the |ocal prosecutor to
determne what is in the best interest, who
should handle it, not who gets the credit, but
who coul d nost effectively deal with a
particular crinme concerning the differences in
jurisdiction.

There's also a provision that's
| nportant that says if you're subject to a
protective order it is against the |aw, against
federal law to be in possession of a firearm
Many states don't have that provision. They
handle it in other ways. But it is a tool that
can be very useful for local governnent if it is
needed.
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In all our governnents we're trying to
do the best to devel op that partnership, through
the COPS program W're not only getting police
officers to the street to be designated
community police officers, we're devel opi ng
special initiatives that involved donestic
vi ol ence recogni zi ng, again, that when a police
of ficer goes into a community with a high crine
rate and becones part of that community, a very
| nteresti ng phenonena happens. First of all
people don't want to cone out from behind their
doors. They're frightened.

The community police officer gets in
there, works with other detectives, the
communi ty becones safer. People start com ng
out from behind their doors. They cone down to
the community center. They becone invol ved.
They tal k about quality of life. They want that
graffiti down. They becone a voice at city
hall. But also the donestic violence pours into
the streets and police officers say that after
t hey' ve turned so many ot her issues around
donestic violence is often the nost difficult
I ssue of all to deal wth.
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Those who propose to volunteer, may |

9
say you're a little |lower than the angels. To
have a busy law practice and to still be willing
to do this is to ne the exanple that should be
set for all lawers across this land. Wen I
cane to the Departnent of Justice people said,
but I'"'ma lawer. | work for the Federal
Governnent. |'m engaged in public service.

Every one of us can do a little bit
nore. | volunteer in the Community Dispute
Resol ution Programin Washington in a public
school. Al of us can nake a difference by
reachi ng out beyond our particular job to truly
make a difference. | detected at first a
rel uctance because people said | may have a
conflict, howcan | be involved. | may be
I ntervi ew ng sonmebody who is being prosecuted by
the US Attorney's office.

We have found that working together we
can resolve any issue of conflict. W can
provi de for appropriate protections and we can
provide for appropriate training. And | am so
gratified to hear what you're doing here in
terns of the training and supervision that you
are providing. It is so critically inportant.

| think one of America's greatest

10
problens is that people |ack access to justice.
The Anerican Bar Association estinmates that as
many as 70 to 80 percent of the poor and worki ng
poor in this country do not have access to a
| awyer. That neans that for too many the law is
worth a little nore than the paper its witten
on. By your willingness to becone involved, to
make sure that there are advocates for those who
are victins of donestic violence, you are
showi ng so nany others that each one of us can
make a difference beyond the narrow confines of
our job. | applaud you and let's go. W can
make a difference. You surely wll.
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CERTI FI CATE

|, LORRAINE J. KLODNI CK, do hereby
certify that as such Reporter | took down in
Stenotypy all of the proceedings had in the
foregoing transcript; that | have transcribed ny
said Stenotype notes into typewitten form as
appears in the foregoing transcript; that said
transcript is the conplete formof the
proceedi ngs had in said cause and constitutes a
true and correct transcript therein.

Lorraine J. Klodnick, Notary Public
within and for the State of Chio

My conm ssion expires June 28, 1997.
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