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1 Thank you, Karen. And thank you for this great

2 honor, to be with you today. Few institutions of

3 hi gher | earni ng have done so nuch for so many in just
4 50 years. Think about these 50 years not in terns of
5 brick and nortar and plans and dreans, but think about
6 these 50 years in terns of real people. Think of the
7 peopl e whose |ives have been touched by what this

8 institution has done for them The soldiers that cane
9 home fromthe war and wondered what their future would

10 be becane | awyers and doctors and hel ped build this

11 splendid city. The people who lived in Charlotte and
12 wonder ed how they woul d ever, ever go to coll ege

13 because it was too expensive were given futures because
14 of this institution. And now, from across the country
15 and around the world, you give people future and a

16 sense of hope.

17 In these 50 years you have been a partner to a

18 splendid city that has becone one of the great cities
19 of this nation, a city with a proud and magni fi cent

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/1004_agunc.htm (1 of 9) [5/27/2009 1:35:41 PM]



<title>10-04-96: Keynote Address at the 50th Anniversary of Unc-Charlotte

20
21
22
23
24
25

O©CoOoO~NOOUILA WNPF

history that only makes nore history for the future.
And you have been a part of it. But in these 50 years
you have nmade your mark on the comrunities where your
graduates live, where they work. | walk into the
Attorney Ceneral's office in Kentucky and there is
Jennifer Street Shaif, one of your graduates conmtted

to public service because of the traditions started
here at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte.
And Karen Popp has been such a splendid public servant.
She is what a | awer should be; commtted to doing the
right thing and calling it |like she sees it, and
commtted to public service -- as you heard in her
words -- in part, because of what she | earned here.

For these first 50 years | would |like to thank and
honor the faculty, the students, Bonnie Cone, the
peopl e who made this all possible -- the secretaries,

t he people who built it, the people who cared, the
peopl e who have contributed -- for you have created a
nodel for all institutions of higher learning in this
country by your academ c excell ence and, nore

i nportantly, by your commtnent to community.

Part of your mssion says it best: As a
metropolitan-oriented university, UNC-C offers
I nstructional, research and public service prograns to
provi de for the educational, econom c and social and
cul tural advancenent of the peoples of North Carolina
t hrough on- and off-canpus prograns and col | aborative
relationships with the institutional resources of the
region. Well, in these 50 years you' ve gone far beyond
your m ssion, because you have provided for the
advancenent of peoples not just in North Carolina but

around this country and around the world. Your m ssion
serves as a nodel. But as you have reached across
stat e boundari es and across oceans, you have al so never
forgotten the comunities that you originally neant to
serve. Just | ook at your contributions: the Urban

I nstitute, which makes university schol arshi ps and
faculty expertise available to |ocal governnents and
public and private agencies to hel p sol ve urban
problens in the surrounding communities; the Ben Craig
Center, which is a programgeared towards nurturing the
devel opnent of nore than 60 start-up conpanies in the
region. You have not forgotten all of the people, for
t hrough your O fice of Continuing Education and

Ext ensi on and your Charlotte Uptown Branch you offer a
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wi de variety of workshops and short courses and
conferences for long life |earning.

But nost inportant, you continue to instill in
your students a conmm tnent of public service. This
nmorning | had a magical half hour with about 30 of your
students, students who are dedicated to their
community, who told ne how they serve by tutoring, by
provi ding food, by participating in Habitat for
Humanity, by dream ng of what they can do for their
community when they | eave. There was a spirit in that
room-- a boldness, a sense of innovation -- that

shoul d make everyone who has anything to do with this
university proud. And it is that tradition that marks
this institution as so distinct.

You have done so nuch, but there is nore to do.
We nmust encourage in all the people of this country --

not just students, but graduates -- a commtnent to
comunity service. Too many people tell nme: It takes
too long to drive across town to volunteer; | work too
hard to volunteer; | can't nmake a difference if |

vol unteer. These students | spoke to today and so nany
of your graduates are an exanple that public service
can make all the difference.

And public service and working for governnment can
be a magnificent tool. So many people tell nme: Wy
would | want to work for governnment? Well, |'ve been
cussed at, fussed at and criticized, but there is no
nore rewardi ng experience than using the tools of
governnent the right way to hel p people help thensel ves

and becone self-sufficient. |In the course of your
careers -- those of you who have graduated and those
who are yet to cone -- | urge you to consider public

service. The great |awer who | eaves his lawfirmto
offer his expertise in county governnent, if but for
four years, can nmake such a difference by bringing
bol dness and a sense of innovation and a new

perspective to what he does.

But in these next 50 years | would |ike to suggest
to you, respectfully, sonme challenges. Harness the
magi c, the energy, the excellence that this institution
reflects, to spread it across this country to help
communities across this country prepare for the 21st
century. M first challenge is to teach the
communities of this nation, tiny and large, howto |ive
In a world where borders have shrunk and everything has
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i nternational inplications.

Through your O fice of International Prograns you
have done so nmuch to enable students and faculty to
gain a better appreciation of the global issues of
today's econony and culture. But if communities are to
thrive, they nust understand that we are and nust |ive
in awrld today as if the whole world was our
I mredi at e nei ghbor. As | | ook, as Attorney General, at
the i npact of international crine on communities across
this nation, as I watch a man able to sit in a kitchen
in St. Petersburg, Russia and on his conputer steal
froma bank in Chicago, | understand that the Attorneys
General of the 21st century are going to have to dea
not just with [ ocal and national crine, but
international crine, as it affects every community.

W' re going to have to address the issue of

mgration. M great-great-great-great grandfather cane
to Meckl enburg County in the late 1700s an immgrant, a
person who was the beneficiary of this nation's
tradition of immgration, a nation of immgrants. And
we are going to have to understand that the world
changes and shifts and noves, and we're going to have

to be prepared for it. You' re addressing the issue of
the econony, but as we | ook at trade agreenents we
realize that trade and the econony will no | onger be

sol ved just donestically, that if we are to be a
thriving nation and our communities are to thrive in
this world we nust understand how we participate in
i nternational, econom c and trade features.

And the environnent. | cane to this land for the
first time this norning and | ooked out and under stood
why ny grandnot her al ways wanted to cone back to
Meckl enburg County. The trees are so beautiful, there
I's such a greenness, there is such a wonderful,
| uxuriant, green and thriving quality to this great
| and of the piednont plateau. And yet, you cannot
protect themunless we join forces together around the
world to make sure that the environnent around the
world is protected.

So, as ny first challenge to you: Let the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte | ead the way

in show ng the small est conmunities of North Carolina
and this great urban netropolis where you partner how
tolive in the world where we nust all |ive together.

The second challenge relates to technol ogy. How
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do we master it? W live in one of the nost exciting
times in the history of the world. The technol ogi cal
changes that have given us new tools stagger the
| magi nation, but they convert vanity to prayer. They
give us the opportunity to communi cate and they open
new doors, but they also give us the opportunity on the
Internet to defraud, to convey hatred, to convey ideas
that nost of us don't want to hear. How can we deal
with these issues while remaining true to our
constitution, freedom of speech, to due process? How
do we nmake sure that our communities -- the snal
communities -- are able to continue to |ive the way
they want to live, using the world as their nei ghbors
wi t hout having the inpact of the Internet and
technology to create adverse inpact that the conmunity
does not support?

How do we master technol ogy? That will be your

great challenge. It will be teaching all your students
not to be afraid of the technol ogy, not to run away
fromit, but to master it and to understand it. It

will be working with others across the country, |aw

school s and others, to figure out how we control

Wi t hout violating any of our precious constitutional
rights; how we protect our privacy and yet, at the sane
time, respect the privacy of others. These are the
chal l enges that this institution can face because you
have done so nuch in just these 50 years.

The third challenge to this wonderful, wonderfu
university is to teach people howto live with each
other without a lot of fuss; to teach people howto
talk to each other w thout tal king past each other but
at each other, so that people understand what each
other is saying. W put it in fancy ternms. Lawers

call it "alternative dispute resolution.” Schoo
teachers call it "conflict resolution.” Community
advocates call it "dispute resolution,” and other
people call it "negotiations.”" | call it getting al ong

wi t hout knives and guns and fists in schools, wthout a
| ot of expensive |awsuits and | awering, w thout a | ot
of disputes in business, and without a |ot of comunity
fraction anong different ethnic groups.

Now you say: What can a university do there?
When | went to | aw school they didn't teach
negoti ations. Since then, they've started teaching it.
And the Departnent of Justice has recently devel oped
alternative dispute resolution prograns that are
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provi ng very successful and | aw schools are starting to
teach how to resolve conflicts. But if | canme back in
50 years, if | could live that long, |I'd love to see
the University of North Carolina at Charlotte as the
| eader in teaching Anmericans how to |ive together
peaceful |y and respectfully and with honor towards all
of our people.

But there are further chall enges, because no
matter what we have all done to try to make things
better, there are still problens in this great nation
Youth violence is slightly down, but youth viol ence
continues to be one of the great crine problens we face
In this nation. Too many young people drop out of
school, too many people have their lives ruined, too
many people do not have the opportunity ever to
experience the wonders of this great institution
because we fail to invest in comunity and children and
in famly up front.

| have a challenge for you: |If | cane back, if ny
ghost cane back in 50 years, |I'd like to nmake sure that
you had incorporated a course that G en Hutchinson is
going to design for the chancellor called "Not Only How
to Serve the Coomunity But How to Organize and Build
Communities That Can Becone Self-sufficient and Insure
Al Their Children and Al Their Famlies Real Equal

11
Qpportunity to Participate As Constructive Citizens."
That's going to take sone doi ng because it's easier
said than done. But with den's permssion, | wll
gi ve you some outlines of that course.

How do you organi ze doctors and | awers and this
institution and community coll eges and the religious
communities and the parks and recreation specialists to
gi ve our children an opportunity to grow in a strong
and positive way? You start by making sure that every
parent is strong and healthy and that that child has

prenatal care -- because it's going to save you a | ot
of nmoney down the line -- if you don't care about
anything else. It's going to be to insure that parents

know how to raise children. Raising children is the
single nost difficult thing I know to do.

It's going to be to insure that all our children
have proper preventative nedical care. Sonething is
terribly wong with a nation that tells its person 70
years of age "You can have an operation that extends
your |ife expectancy by three years,” and then turns to
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the child of a working poor person and say, "Sorry, you
can't get preventative nedical care because you're
maki ng too much noney to be eligible for Medicaid and
you don't have health insurance.” Let us reach out for
our children. Let us learn how, and let this

institution take the | ead in devel opi ng courses that
can organi ze to make sure that every child has proper
supervi sion and sound educare in those formative years
of zero to three.

Let us focus on our schools, not just the schools
of Charlotte, but the schools in the small, rural
counties where children want to grow up to be sonebody
and want to nmake a difference but there are not enough
teachers and there's not enough resources to give those
students an opportunity to participate. Let us again
focus, and if | cone back as a ghost in 50 years, |et
the University of North Carolina at Charlotte take the
| ead in changing this nations's attitude, an attitude
that now pays its football players in the six digit
figures and pays its school teachers what it pays them

Rat her than waiting for our children to get into
trouble, to drop out, to be truant, to becone
delinquent, let's start investing in solid education
for themfromthe beginning. Let us nake sure that
t hey have afternoon and eveni ng prograns that can nmake
a difference in their lives and provi de supervision as
both parents or single parents are worKking.

| heard today of so nmuch that students are doing
as tutors, as nentors. Let this tradition go forth
after graduation, so that we do not forget how to tutor

and how to nmentor every single one of our children.

Let us nmake sure that our children are prepared for the
jobs of the future. So many want to be self-
sufficient, but they are graduating from hi gh school

w thout the skills necessary to fill the jobs to
maintain this nation as a first-rate nation. Let the
Uni versity of North Carolina at Charlotte accept the
challenge to join as partners wth our high schools and
make sure that we devel op educati onal systens that can
send our youngsters out to be prepared and to be
prepared to go on to college if they want.

But all of that won't make nuch sense if we don't
do everything we can, and that leads ne to nmy fifth
chall enge. | think about ny afternoons after school,
and in the evening, and the sumertinme. M nother
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wor ked in the hone. She taught us to play baseball,
she taught us to appreci ate Beethoven's synphoni es,
She puni shed us hard sonetines, and she |l oved us with
all her heart. She taught us to play fair, and there
is no child care in the world that will ever be the
substitute for what that |lady was in our life.

I watch the young people today struggle to get
breakfast on the table for their children, the children
off to school. They go to work, they try cases, they
I nterview w tnesses, they get hone at 7:30 at night,

14
get dinner on the table and the children bathed, the
homewor k done. They run errands on Saturdays, go to
church on Sunday norning, and start preparing for trial
again on Sunday night. And those children are going to
be grown before they ever knew them and before they had
ever really appreciated them

Let the University of North Carolina at Charlotte
take the lead in working with industry and busi ness
around this state to devel op workpl aces where both
parents, both the father and the nother, can spend
quality time with their children through flextine,

t hrough fl exi bl e work schedul es, through tel ecommuti ng.
Let us use this technology to our benefit, in terns of
putting famly first in the workplace, by the use of
comon sense and sensi bl e technol ogy.

Rai sing children is the single nost difficult
thing | knowto do. It's a |lot harder than being
Attorney General. A friend died about 12 years ago,
| eaving ne as the | egal guardian of her 15-year-old
twins, a boy and a girl. The girl was in |ove, and
|'ve I earned an awful | ot about raising children. It
i's one of the nost rewardi ng experiences in the world.
And so, let us work together to put famly first in our
wor kpl aces with technol ogy, with good managenent, with
good sense.

15

My grandnother left North Carolina in about 1905
after both her parents died fromillness. She was only
about 17. She never forgot that famly. For all her
life, her famly was the centerpiece of everything that
she did, and she al ways renenbered the story of how her
father could find the harness in the barn in the nmddle
of the night without a light. She renenbered where the
trees were, she renenbered the tone of her nother's
voice. It never, ever |left her, so that even at 91 she
was wanting nme to take her back to Meckl enburg County.
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Fromthese hills, fromthis great city that she
woul d not recogni ze today, fromthis great institution
that she would be so proud of, let us draw strength to
go forward and neet the next 50 years in this great new
century com ng upon us, renenbering first what's
mportant: famly and friends and people. This
institution, this great, wonderful university, wll
| ead the way, based on your track record of the first
50 years.
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