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1

PRESENTATI ON

Thank you so much, and thank you for
that warm wel cone, but it is | that should be
appl auding all of you. | see people that I
have net in these last three and a half years,
and | see people whose reputation has preceded
themin these last three and a half
years, and | just admre the work that you do
t hroughout this nation. Thank you.

And | thank you for joining us today
at this first National Interfaith Breakfast
devoted to the issue of violence agai nst wonen.
This breakfast is the cul mnation of many
nont hs of work by the Center for the Prevention
of Sexual and Donestic Violence, the National
Council of Churches of Christ in the US A,
and the National Jewi sh Cormunity Rel ations
Advi sory Counci | .

| know that | speak for us all when I
say thank you so very, very nuch for doing this
and for giving us this opportunity to highlight

this issue in this nation. | know that, as a

result of your work, breakfast and ot her
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activities are being held today in comrunities
t hroughout the country, bringing together
representatives of donestic violence, and
sexual assault prevention prograns with their

| ocal ecunenical and interfaith groups.

| am honored that you have asked ne
to join you this norning to discuss sone of our
efforts at the Justice Departnent to conbat
donestic viol ence and vi ol ence agai nst wonen.
Thi s has been a concern of mne since | served
as State Attorney in Dade County, which is
Mam's county, for fifteen years.

In 1978, just after | took office,
our nedi cal exam ner called ne and said, "Wy
don't you cone anal yze our cases to see why
peopl e have been killed in the county in the
previ ous 20 years? W have good records."”

We asked the University of M am
interns to volunteer, and together we anal yzed
the records, and forty percent of the hom cides

were related to donestic viol ence, ex-spouse,

boyfriend-girlfriend, husband and wi fe.

And we focused through an LEAA grant
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i n devel oping a donestic intervention program
At that tinme, police weren't that interested,
they just referred to the case as, "That's a
donestic." Judges weren't that interested:
They were happy when the wonan wanted to drop
t he case.

But we tried to persevere in
devel opi ng a donestic violence unit, and | had
a policy that said you don't drop the case
unl ess | have a chance to speak to the victim
And so, for fifteen years | spoke to a | ot of
victins.

And the pain and the terror and the
heart break and the abasenent wll live with ne
for the rest of ny life. It is a prison worse
than any prison you can put people in. And it
made me convinced that this was an effort that
must be devel oped across the country.

| am happy to tell you that, by the

time | left, there were only a couple of judges

that didn't take their cases seriously, and
pol i ce departnents were begi nning to gal vani ze
around the issue.

But we nust do it across the country
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5 because it is not just a large urban area. |

6 go to lowa or to Kentucky and talk to

7 representatives fromsmall towns or just rura
8 counties, and they tell ne the same problem

9 And it is nore acute in that distant |owa
10 county because they don't have access to shelters.
11 They don't have access to counselling. It is
12 nore difficult, and they are nore al one.
13 So, wherever we are in this great
14 country, this is an area that we nust focus on.
15 But it is not just donestic violence; it is
16 sexual assault agai nst wonen. W were
17 fortunate to have a marvel ous rape treatnent

18 center in Mam, one of the first and best in
19 t he nation.
20 But, again, to sit with victins, to
21 feel their pain, to have sonme understandi ng,
22 after hearing fromone victimafter another,
6

1 what it was like, it is so inportant that we

2 focus our efforts as we do this norning.

3 But the solutions to donestic

4 vi ol ence and vi ol ence throughout our society

5 are not going to be found by prosecutors al one

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/1011_agvaw.htm (5 of 20) [5/27/2009 1:34:31 PM]



<title>10-11-96: Presentation before the First National Interfaith Breakfast: A Call to End Violence Against Women

6

7

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

or by police alone or social workers or
religious | eaders working just by thensel ves.

The answer is going to be found only
when all of us are a part of this effort, and
it is vitally inportant that the religious
community be a part of it.

One of the reasons it is so inportant
I's so many wonen have told ne, "I didn't know
who to go to. My doctor, after he finished
putting in the stitches, didn't want to talk
about it. | didn't know who to go to."

And one's church, one's tenple may be
the best way for people to open the door to a
new world for thenselves. It is only when all
of us are involved that we can build a seanl ess
systemof care, a nulti-faceted systemthat

brings police and prosecutors, health care

prof essi onal s and soci al workers, educators,
enpl oyers, and religious | eaders together at
the sane table and in the lives of victins or
potential victins, sharing ideas and

per spectives and working together to find
answers to the problem

One of the great challenges we face
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today is to bring even nore people into the
effort, to increase the nunber of Anericans who
are willing to stand up and work for an end to
donestic violence and other fornms of violence
agai nst wonen.

As you know, for the second year in a
row, President Cinton has naned October as
Nati onal Donestic Viol ence Awareness Mnt h.
During this nonth, efforts are under way
t hroughout our country to increase the
awar eness of wonen at risk of the resources
avai l able to them and, perhaps just as
inportantly, efforts are under way to educate
all Anericans about this issue and the ways

they can make a contribution to ending the

vi ol ence.

It is so gratifying to see nmen across
this nation standing up and saying, "W want to
work with you," and telling us it isn't going
to work unless we are part of the team It is
so gratifying for ne, and | am deeply
appreci ative.

Last week, as part of donestic
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vi ol ence awareness nonth, | released a new
community check list prepared by the nenbers of
t he Advi sory Council on Viol ence Agai nst Wnen,
a group of |eaders fromthe public and private
sector who have worked for the past year and a
half to help inplenent the Violence Agai nst
Wnen Act.

Marie Fortune represents the
religious community on the Council, and she has
done a wonderful job bringing together sone
concrete recommendati ons on what can be done
within the religious conmunity to highlight the
I ssue of donmestic violence and to provide rea

assistance to famlies who are in need.

| hope you will take an opportunity
to review the recommendations included in the
comunity checklist. They include ideas for
maki ng churches, synagogues, nobsques, and
neeting halls safe places for wonmen who are
abused, ideas for educating nenbers of your
congregations, and ideas for working wth other
i nterested nmenbers of your conmmunity to
hi ghl i ght the inportance of this issue.

The work that council has done,
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Marie, has just been extraordinary. It is
wonder ful to have business | eaders, religious
| eaders, the head of the ABA, the head of the
AMA, sitting around a table, and telling Donna
Shal al a and ne, "Okay, now, these are good
| deas, what are you going to do about thenf"
So, as | prepare for the next counci
neeting, | am saying, "Okay what have we done?
I am not going back there until | have proved
to them what we have done."
If there are things that we can do to

hel p you, all you have to do is to let us know.

10
I know t hat Bonni e Canpbell and the Violence

Agai nst Wonen office, our U S. Attorneys and
their staffs, the FBI and other |aw enforcenent
officials in the Federal Governnent woul d be
happy to work with |ocal officials and
religious |eaders to highlight the seriousness
of donestic and sexual violence and our
conmtnent to end it.

There are 93 U S. Attorneys in this
country. Wen | first becane involved in the

crimnal justice system | thought that they
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prosecut ed bank robberies. Then | thought that
t hey prosecuted drug cases, but | thought that
they could be a marvel ous force for good on so
many different fronts, including our efforts in
vi ol ence agai nst wonen. And they can be a
great ally for you in your district.

Thr oughout Cctober, in communities
all across Anerica, activities are planned in
uni on halls and school auditoriunms, in board
roons and conmunity centers, in public squares

and in places of worship to call attention to

11
t he probl em of donmestic viol ence.

Sonet hi ng exciting is happening
because of the efforts of people in this room
because of so many others working across the
country. Wen the Kentucky | egislature,
Republ i cans and Denocrats, asked ne to address
themto tal k about donmestic violence and greet
nme with bipartisan support and congratul ati ons,
you know there i s sonething happeni ng across
this country.

When Republicans and Denocrats cone
t oget her, when people fromall wal ks of life

start saying, "Wat can we do about it?" you
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know t hat our efforts are beginning to work,
but we can't stop now. W nust do so nuch
nor e.

Last week, | was in Cevel and, Ohio,
where | met with nmenbers of three different bar
associ ati ons who have joined together to
provi de assi stance to wonen who cone from
viol ent honmes. At 2:00 on a weekday afternoon,

when they could be putting in billable hours or

12
drawi ng fees, there were approxi mately 100

| awyers in that room finding out how they could
vol unteer to assist and support victins of
donesti c viol ence.

Later in the week, | spoke at the
Justice Departnent's second annual donestic
violence information fair. Again, | was struck
by the willingness of so many people to sit in
the Geat Hall of the Departnent of Justice and
talk to people who cane to their section to
give theminformation on their aspect of what
can be done about donestic violence.

There is an energy, there is an

excitenent across this land. W are al so
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seeing an increased realization within the
busi ness comunity that they can be a partner
inthis effort.

The word is spreadi ng from conpani es
such as Marshalls and Polaroid and Aetna to
conpani es around the nation that the work pl ace
can be an inportant resource for wonen who are

at risk.

13
And this is an inportant partnership

for the religious conmunity to consider. |
knew from ny own experience that the victins of
donestic viol ence were often sought in the work
pl ace, that the inpact of donmestic violence was
felt in the work place. It is exciting to see
enpl oyee assi stant professionals who are
wor ki ng together with our office to devel op
prograns to focus on what can be done.

Many battered wonen are working, and
while they cannot go to the police or to the
hospi tal because they are afraid, they do go to
wor k. They need col | eagues and supervi sors who
understand their situation and support their
efforts to protect thenselves and their

fam i es.
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At the Justice Departnent, we are
working to ensure that all of our enpl oyees
have access to information and resources that
can be of real help. In addition to our annual
information fair, we also distributed a

resour ce book.

14
We include the National Donestic

Vi ol ence hot |ine nunmber, 1-800-799-SAFE or TDD
1-800-787-3224, in our nonthly newsletter,
"Justice For All," and we recently created a

vi ol ence agai nst wonen honme page on the

I nternet.

The Justice Departnent is acting as a
resource and a partner for state and | ocal
enforcenment as we inplenent the Violence
Agai nst Wnen Act. W are prosecuting
batterers who cross state line to avoid state
prosecutions.

We are providing hundreds of mllions
of dollars and grants to the states for hiring,
and training new police and prosecutors and
victims advocates. W are funding grants for

abused wonmen and children in rural Anerica and
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grants to encourage mandatory arrest policies
for the primary aggressor in donestic abuse
cases.

We are making a real effort to

i nprove the crimnal justice systems ability

15
to deal effectively with donestic violence. |

have seen what it is like to have a

wel | - meani ng, insensitive prosecutor handle a
donestic violence case, and it isn't a pretty
si ght.

What has been so touching, though, is
to see in those fifteen years that | served as
a prosecutor, a mnister or nenber of the
victims church cone with them Before | have
gotten to the case to hear how oafish the
prosecutor had been, the m nister had al ready
told himor her howto do it a little bit
better.

We can do so nuch if we perform
partnerships like that, informthem and if we
stand up for the victins. | know from speaki ng
with police chiefs throughout the country that
they often find donmestic violence incidents to

be the nobst dangerous and difficult encounters

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/1011_agvaw.htm (14 of 20) [5/27/2009 1:34:31 PM]



<title>10-11-96: Presentation before the First National Interfaith Breakfast: A Call to End Violence Against Women

20

21

22

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

t hey experience on the job.
We are hel ping | ocal departnents hire

new of ficers who will use the proven nethods of

16
community policing to focus exclusively on

donestic violence, and | have had a chance to
meet with conmunity police officers across this
nati on, people who have cone to know their

nei ghbor hood, the churches in the nei ghborhood,
the religious |eaders, the citizens, the people
who care, the teachers. W can do so nuch if
we formalliances to focus on the people in our
nei ghbor hood and put themfirst, all the
peopl e.

We have got to nmake sure that they
know where to go, and, again, the religious
community can do so much. W are al so hel pi ng
to develop training prograns for judges and
victins' advocates and ot hers.

We are devel opi ng donestic viol ence
wor kshops, and prograns with such organi zations
as the National District Attorney's
Associ ation, the Police Executive Research

Forum and the International Associ ations of
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21 Chiefs of Poli ce.
22 We are funding a pilot project to
17

1 serve as a testing ground to ensure that

2 protective orders are given full faith and

3 credit by police and courts in every state.

4 This nation is on the nove. It is so
5 frustrating and was so frustrating for ne to

6 see a wonen nove from another state to M am,

7 terrified, and she'd cone to ne and say, "Here

8 is ny protective order,” and | would say, "I can't

do

9 anything with it. W are going to have to file
10 a new one." "But he may al ready be here, what

11 am| going to do?"

12 It is inportant that we develop in

13 the crimnal justice systema network across

14 the country that will let that one, first

15 protective order be the key for what the rest of the
16 nation requires.

17

18 But as this nation is on the nove,

19 whet her it be donestic violence or other
20 I ssues, it is so inportant that the religious
21 community help to contribute to that network
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and that those persons, as they nove, sonetines

18
nove in fear, are given the nanes of a church

or religious |eaders that they can go to in the
community where they are going that gives them
a wel cone.

Mam was the destination of an awf ul
| ot of people on the nove, travelling not quite
knowi ng where they were going, adrift when they
got there. The nore we can do to nake Anerica
have the sense that it comes home, the better
we are.

In all of these efforts, we are
wor ki ng as partners, and as partners we are
maki ng progress. There are so many networks.
Look at the parks and recreation specialists in
the park across the street fromyou. Join
forces with himin terns of focusing on what
can be done when that child cones into the park
and confides to himabout what is happening at
home. Look at the school teacher who so often
doesn't know what to do when the child cones to
school in tears and finally blurts out what is

happeni ng.
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The general practitioner in the
community down the block, for so | ong he just
sewed up the wound, and he didn't do anything
nore. Sit down and talk wi th himabout
donestic viol ence, or her, and find out what
they do when a victimcones to them

W can't just sew up the wound
anynore. W have got to sew up the spirit.

Today is the anniversary of the birt
of El eanor Roosevelt. She was fond of saying
that it is better to light a candle than to
curse the darkness.

We know the truth of that statenent
in the struggle to end donmestic violence. In
so many ways, candles are being |lit today, and
the darkness is finally receding for countl ess
t housands of wonen across this |and.

Wnen and famlies who have |ived
with the fear and the danger of donestic
vi ol ence and sexual assault are finding the
strength and the support they need to survive.

This norning's breakfast is a
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1

20
starting point for the work that will continue

in the nonths and years ahead. Qur joint
efforts will ensure that the |light of those
candles will glow until every wonen living in

t he shadow of violence finds her way to safety.

Wor ki ng together, there is so nuch
that we can and will do to bring an end to
donestic and sexual violence. But even then,
some people tell me, "Ms. Reno, you are a nice
| ady, and you are well neaning, but the job is
just too big."

And | w il take issue with those
people for the rest of ny |ife because for
three and a half years | have had a chance to
visit with the people of this nation, the
rabbi, the mnister, the doctor, the plunber,

t he unenpl oyed, the kid in the detention
facility, the victins.

And never, ever have | felt so
confident of the future of this nation. Never,
ever have | had such faith in the strength and

the courage and the spirit of the people of

21
this nation. And nuch of the credit for that
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Is due to the religious conmmunity, who through

so nmuch has reached out to bring Anerica

together. Thank you for all that we do.
(Whereupon, at 8:25 a.m, the

PRESENTATI ON was adj our ned.)

* * * * *
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