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M5. RENO Thank you so much, Loretta, President
Swygert, Dean Bullock. |It's a great privilege to be here
t oday.

I love | aw students because you ask wonderf ul
guestions -- better than newspaper reporters -- so be
t hi nki ng about questi ons.

(Laughter.)

M5. RENO And | love the law and | | ove
| awyers, but | don't like greedy and indifferent |awers.
The | aw can be such a marvelous tool for good. It is a
mar vel ous tool for change. You can use the law to solve
probl ens, to serve people, and to bring peace.

So, as you contenplate your future career, don't
becone known for the law firmthat you join, don't becone
known for the noney that you make or the house that you
live in, but become known for yourself and for who you are
and for what you stand for and for what you do for others.

Speak out against the hatred, the bigotry, the
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violence in this land. Defend those who are victins of
these forces. Mst haters are cowards. Wien you stand up
to them they back down and we need to stand up.

Don't stand on the sidelines, whether you becone
a great corporate |lawer or practice in a small, rura
communi ty, but instead defend and protect the rights that
you' ve studi ed about for three years, that you' ve cared
about for longer than that.

These rights and freedons do not find |asting
strength on a piece of paper, and that's what |'ve | earned
again and again. They are not self-executing. They find
their force in the hearts and in the mnds and in the
spirit of lawers who are willing to fight for them who
are willing to spend the hours going over a case to find
the facts that can achieve justice. Advocate for them and
never, ever give up fighting for them

Sonetines these efforts are not expressed in
hi ghf al uti ng argunments, highfal uting constitutional
argunents. Sonetines | think |awers think they' re going
to stand in front of the court and rmake the nost
persuasi ve argunent possible. But oftentines they're
found in very tedious, very factual studies of the issues.

Recently | had occasion to review a nunber of
DNA cases where DNA had been used to prove a person who
had been wongfully convicted innocent. 1n one instance,
a man had been convicted and sentenced to death for the
mur der of a young woman in 1984. He maintained his
i nnocence but he was convicted. Two years later his
conviction was overturned. After a second trial, he was
again convicted and this time he was sentenced to life in
prison.

But in 1989 a new | awyer, one who woul d not give
up, took on what seened to be a hopel ess case. He
realized at that point that forensic science had nade
advancenent with DNA technology. He filed a notion to
preserve the evidence so that tests could be done. The
prosecutor's office responded appropriately, cooperated,
and agreed to the test. Experts at the |ab concl uded that
t he sanples in question could not have conme fromthis
person and he was not the person who did it. The state
wi t hdrew t he charges and because a | awer never gave up
fighting for what was right, a man was free.

(Appl ause.)

M5. RENO Now, you hear about these cases and
you read about these cases, but you think that's never
going to happen to ne. |'mnever going to be responsible
for an innocent man wal ki ng out of the courtroom but it
happened to ne about eight years ago.

| was the chief prosecutor in Mam, Florida,
and the governor of Florida appointed ne as a speci al
prosecutor for a county in another part of the state to go
reinvestigate the case of a man who had been prosecut ed,
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convi cted, and sentenced to death for the poisoning death
of his seven children in 1968. He had al ways mai nt ai ned
hi s i nnocence, but he had spent all that tine in prison as
the Suprene Court had set aside the death penalty.

For as long as | live, | will always renenber
standing up in that courtroom | ooking over at that nan,
after we had presented the evidence to the court, and
telling the court that | as the prosecutor specially
appoi nted thought that man should go free because the
evidence was insufficient to charge himoriginally, it was
clearly insufficient now, he was probably innocent. And
when | turned around after | had |eft that courthouse and
wat ched that man wal k out, there has never been a nore
wonderful Iy nmovi ng nonent for me, a nore rewardi ng nonment
for me in all ny professional career. Just never, ever
gi ve up.

We are a governnent of the people and by the
peopl e and for the people. And the people in this nation
for 200 years have created a governnent that has provi ded
nore freedom and nore opportunity than any governnent in
the history of this world. But it's not perfect.

Despite that, there are sone Anmericans who sit
on the sidelines and snipe and carp at governnent. They
don't participate. They wing their hands. They say it's
sonmebody else's problem But if our formof governnent is
to prevail and to inprove, then the very best people, the
very best |awers, nust take part in it and contribute to
it positively.

| think public service is one of the nost

rewar di ng cal lings that anybody could ever have. 1've
been in private practice. 1've been a partner in a ngjor
Mam law firm |'ve worked for the |egislature, and none

of ny experiences in the private sector can match the
reward | have felt in public service. Yes, you get cussed
at, fussed at, and beat up in the newspapers. You
undertake a new initiative that you think can really make
a difference, and then you get knocked down. But you pick
yoursel f up and you keep novi ng.

| collected child support in Mam as the State
Attorney. It was a very difficult task. W tried to get
the systemautomated. We tried to inprove the process.
kept my home phone nunber |isted, and on a Sunday ni ght
wonen woul d call ne and say, you haven't gotten me ny
child support and |I'm about to be thrown out on ny ear
with ny child. And then they'd call back the next day and
say, it just canme. Thank you.

(Laughter.)

M5. RENO But all of that hassle was worth it
when | acconpanied President Cdinton to Geenville, South
Carolina, to the dedication of a church that had been
built follow ng the arson destruction of a beautiful, old
church under an oak tree. W cane down the little dirt
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road past where the old church had been to the new,
beautiful church. It was a wonderfully noving day.

But after the President had finished speaking, |
wal ked off the platform and a | ady said, Janet, and she
busted through the rope line and gave ne a big hug. She
said, I'mfromManm . | noved up here after Hurricane
Andrew, and | always used to see you in the Martin Luther
Ki ng parade marching with your nother, and renmenber how
they used to yell "child support" after you because you
were so good at getting us child support.

(Laughter.)

M5. RENO And she says, | want you to see what
you did, and she pulled two young nmen over who towered
above her and ne and she said, you got them child support
and they have done well for thensel ves.

(Appl ause.)

M5. RENO So, | hope you will pursue public
servi ce because there is nothing as rewardi ng, despite
all the criticism

But public service is not confined to governnent
service. Public service can be perforned by people in
their communities. | was delighted, as | prepared for ny
remarks today, to learn of what you all are doing in
public service, in nmentoring, in adopting schools, in
maki ng a difference. Every single one of us can nake a
difference. | don't care who we are.

One of ny favorite stories was of an old
gentl eman who stood up in a neeting one day and he said,
do you know how old I am and what | do three nornings a

week for three hours each norning? | said, no, sir. He
said, | volunteer as a teacher's aide in a public school,
and he says, |'m 84 years ol d.

A lady stood up next to him a young worman, and
she said, | don't know what | would do without him |'m

the first grade teacher for whom he volunteers. And the
gifted kids can't wait for their time with himbecause he
chal | enges them far beyond the tinme I have to work with
them and the kids with learning disabilities can't wait
for their time with himbecause he has the patience of
Job. It was so incredible to listen to that teacher and
to see the difference that 84-year-old man could nmake in
the life of those first-graders. Every one of us can neke
a difference.

It's easy to be a cynic in this day and tine.
The cyni c knows so nmuch about what is wong and why it
can't be fixed. | urge you, as you study |aw and as you
| eave this great |aw school, to go out and nake sure that
the cynics don't prevail in this land. Believe in your
capacity to nmake a difference. Be idealistic. It's a
good thing to do.

| don't nean for a nonment that you should be
nai ve. The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. tal ked about
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the need for all of us to have a tough m nd and a tender
heart. | can tell you that no one can cone to Washi ngton
and ever hope to do well if they don't start the norning
by asking tough questions and end the day getting the real
answers, not the spin answers.

W were founded by idealists with tough m nds
and with tender hearts, and they forned a governnent to
check the worst in human nature, just as they risked their
lives to found a country that has cherished freedom and
liberty over repression. They took the hard way and they
made a difference.

| watch wonderfully dedi cated | awyers throughout
this country in the service of their governnent, in their
communi ties reaching out in so many different ways to make
a difference.

As you use the law to dispel cynicismin this
world, use it to solve problens, to avoid conflicts, and
to inprove circunstances. Many of us -- nme -- | used to
-- thought that the great trial |lawer was the really
great person in the world. They solved all the problens,
but 1've cone to learn, as | grow old, that nost of the
great issues of the law, nost of the great issues of the
day are resolved on a daily basis not by |lawers in the
courtroom not by lawers in argunment, but by | awers who
know how to negotiate and to resolve issues for the nutual
benefit of all concerned.

Dean Bull ock, | was delighted to know of all the
wor k that Howard Law School is doing in dispute
resolution, in teaching negotiation.

There is a new phenonenon noving out across this
country. Lawyers are |earning how to negotiate rather
than to try cases and waste dollars. School children are
| earning how to resolve their disputes wthout knives and
guns and fists. Enployers are | earning howto resolve
enpl oyer/ enpl oyee di sputes. It is happening and I would
urge you to use the skills you can develop in this | aw
school and to apply themas you go out into practice
t hi nki ng how do | solve this problem

| saw it nost clearly as a prosecutor. It used
to frustrate nme when | saw the prosecutor get a
convi ction, see the person sentenced to jail, know the

person had a drug problem and know that prison didn't
have any drug treatnent prograns, and think, wait a
mnute, we're not solving this problem And the public
def ender woul d feel |ike he had won a great victory when
he got the defendant off on a notion to dism ss, and yet
he knew t hat defendant was wal ki ng out of that courtroom
in the grips of a crack addiction that was worse than any
prison. And nobody was doi ng anyt hi ng about sol ving the
probl em

We tried to develop a drug court that woul d
provide a carrot and stick approach that said, |ook, you
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can go for treatnent. We'lIl work with you. W'IlIl work
with you in job training and placenment. W'I| get you
placed. We'Ill provide support. O you can suffer the

consequences. And it has been an effective program

But | ook at how the problem should be sol ved,
not who's going to win the battle in the courtroom

But as wonderful as the lawis, too many
Americans do not have access to the law. If we are to
nmake the law the instrument it truly can be, we nust nmake
the law real for all Americans. According to the Anmerican
Bar Associ ation, 80 percent of the poor and the working
poor of this country are estimated not to have access to
| awyers or to the courtroom For that group of people in
Arerica, the lawis worth little nore than the paper it's
witten on. W nust devise new nmeans to give people the
opportunity to believe in the law and to make it real for
all Anericans.

What you have done in this |law school in terns
of developing a spirit that supports pro bono service is
again so critically inportant.

But as you graduate fromthis | aw school, as you
go to the community where you will have chosen to
practice, figure out what you can do to give nore people
access to the law. Stand up for a |l egal services program
When you finally find a law firmthat's going to hire

you --

(Laughter.)

M5. RENO -- ask themwhat they do in terns of
supporting pro bono services, and if they say nothing, go
down to the next lawfirm It wll be worth it to you
al t hough | know how i nportant a job is.

(Appl ause.)

M5. RENO But one of the reasons people don't
feel |like they have access to the lawis that the lawis

so conplicated. Lawers can use nore | egal ese, nore big
words, nore |labels to confuse the issue than any group of
people |'ve ever seen, even al nost doctors.

(Laughter.)

M5. RENO Learn to use snall, old words. You
can explain it in small words w thout using these big
| egal | anguages. Explain to your clients what the problem
was so that they can avoid it for the future. Get rid of
the slogans. Get rid of the Roman nunerals and tal k about
the law in the way that people can understand.

But if we are to make the law real for al
Ameri cans, we have got to focus as a nation, as |aw
students, as Attorney General on the nost under-represented group of

Ameri cans and our nost precious

possessi on, our children.

As the prosecutor in Mam, | used to focus on
our juvenile division because | wanted to do everything |
could to give delinquents an opportunity to get off on a
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fresh footing. | would pick up the presentence
investigation, and as | read the presentence investigation
of a 17-year-old that we had just gotten adjudi cated an
arnmed robber, | could see five points along the way where
we could have intervened in that child' s life to have nade
a difference, to give hima strong and positive future,
and to avoid the tragedy of the crine both to the
defendant, the victim and the community. So, we

devel oped a dropout prevention program because we saw a
direct correlation between dropouts and del i nquency.

But then | realized if we wait until the child
is in the sixth grade, he's already falling behind a grade
| evel and beginning to act out for other reasons to
attract attention to hinself. W had to start earlier.

We devel oped an early intervention program surroundi ng
Head Start.

But at that point the crack epidemic hit in
Mam in 1985 and the doctors took ne to our public
hospital to try to figure out what to do about crack-involved infants and

their nothers. They taught ne that
the first three years of life are the nost formative, that
during those three years, the concept of reward and
puni shment and a conscious is devel oped, that 50 percent
of all |earned human response is learned in the first year
of life. And | said to nyself, what good will all the
prisons do 18 years fromnow if you don't teach the child
the difference between right and wong and hel p them
devel op a conscious? Wat good are all the educationa
opportunities 15 years fromnow if they don't receive the
basi ¢ foundation up front?

And then they took ne to the nursery, and you
could begin to see the difference. Nobody was prepared
for this epidemic. There were crack-involved babies that
could not be sent hone. There was no place else to send
them People were scranbling to arrange for foster care,
and sonme of these babies had not been held or talked to
except when changed and fed. After six weeks, they were
not beginning to respond with human enotion. But across
the way, there would be a child with severe birth defects
but with parents with her around the clock and she was
begi nning to respond through the tubes and through her
crippling effects wth human enoti ons.

We have got to start at the begi nning, and
whet her we be the great corporate | awer, the child
advocate, the juvenile court judge, the Attorney General,
the Howard | aw student, we have all got to figure out how
we can reweave the fabric of community around children and
famlies at risk and ensure for themtrue access to the
[aw. We've got to go back to our communities and see what
we can do to nake a difference.

I"'mso pleased at the fact that you're
vol unteering and that you' ve adopted sone schools, as |
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understand it, because when | cane to Washi ngton, |

t hought I'mleaving ny hone. It seens so strange. |'m
going to have to get used to a new community, and El eanor
Hol mes Norton al nost imedi ately said, |'ve got the school
for you to adopt. You can adopt Raynond El ementary. So,
I go out there as regularly as | can and it has been a
wonder ful Iy rewardi ng experience.

Again, all of us can nmake a difference, but we
have to | ook at the whole picture rather than to becone
too specialized. W've got to nmake sure that parents know
how to be good parents. W' ve got to nmake sure that it's
as inportant in this nation to collect child support as it
is to collect incone tax and that we do as good a job of
the one as the other.

(Appl ause.)

M5. RENO W' ve got to make sure that our
chil dren have proper preventative nedical care. Sonething
is wong with the nation that says to a person who's 70
years old, with Medicare you can get an operation that
will extend your |ife expectancy by three years, and yet
we turn to the child of a working poor person and say, you
can't get preventative nedical care because your father
makes too much noney to be eligible for Medicaid and he
doesn't have insurance. W have got to give that child a
chance to grow in a strong and heal t hy way.

Now, you're going to have to |learn how to be
persuasi ve because sone people will be saying, you're just
bei ng goody two shoes. Say that for every dollar invested
in prenatal care, you save $3 down the line. For every
dollar invested in preventative nedical care for our young
peopl e, you're going go be saving mllions of dollars in
tertiary conplicated care that has to cone after the
crisis has occurred.

Let us focus on educare. Tines have changed in
this nation and yet we haven't kept up with it. [If those
first three years of life are so inportant and yet both
parents or single parents are having to work, we've got to
make sure that there's safe, constructive educare for al
our children in our law firms, in our businesses, in our
universities. W've got to ensure that our children are
supervi sed.

But then we've got to focus on our educationa
system Just think of the challenges in this day and
time. Probably the greatest burst of human know edge in
the | ast 100 years -- and our schools are trying to keep
up with it, but there's sonething wong with a nation that
pays its football players in the six-digit figures and
pays its school teachers what we pay them W' ve got to
change it.

(Appl ause.)

M5. RENO But school is fine, but there are too
many children in the second, the third, and the fourth
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grade wal ki ng out of the school, wal king honme to an
unsupervi sed honme because both parents or a single parent
is working to try to make ends neet and to give that child
a future. W' ve got to devel op nore constructive prograns
after school and in the evening. Each one of us can make
a difference on that score, whether it be the community
police officer, the Howard University |aw student serving
as a nentor. Each one of us can make a difference.

There is so much that we can do if we just | ook
at the problemin a commobn sense way and work together.
Children are so tough. They can survive al nost anyt hing
if they're given half a fighting chance. | think the
great challenge for this nation in these next years is to
give our children their rights, give themhalf a fighting
chance and they will do so well.

But in the process of doing that, you' ve got to
renenber the nost inportant possession you will ever have:
your famly, whether it be your parents, your children, a
| oved one. | renenber ny afternoons after school and in
the evening. M nother worked in the hone. M father
wor ked downtown. My nother taught us how to play
basebal |, to appreci ate Beet hoven's synphony, to bake
sponge cake. She taught us how to play fair. She
puni shed us, sonetinmes too fiercely.

(Laughter.)

M5. RENO And she loved us with all her heart.
There is no child care in the world that will ever be the
substitute for what that |lady was in our I|ives.

Yet, | watch the young |l awers in the Departnent
of Justice or at ny office at hone struggle to get
breakfast on the table, the children dressed and off to
school. They try a case all day. They interview
witnesses up till 7 o'clock. They get hone, get dinner on
the table, the children bathed, the honmework done. They
run errands on Saturdays, go to church on Sunday, start
preparing for trial Sunday night, and the time vani shes.
They're going to be grown before you know it.

When you go to the law firm |l ooking for the job,
when you go to the Departnent of Justice, ask the place
you're seeking a job, what do you do about famlies? What
do you do about flex tinme? Wat do you do about naterna
and paternal |eave? Wat do you do to put famlies first
in your law firnf

(Appl ause.)

M5. RENO Cetting Janmes Joseph Ri chardson set
free was professionally probably the nost rewarding thing
|'ve ever done, but one of the nobst rewarding things |'ve
done otherwise is to becone the | egal guardian of 15-year-old twins, a boy

and a girl. The girl was in |ove and
I've |l earned an awful | ot about raising children in the
| ast 12 years. It takes hard work, |ove, and an awful | ot

of luck, but when |I put that young | ady on the plane to
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send her to college and when | went to see her graduate
three years hence cum | aude and on each occasi on she threw

her arns around ny neck and said, thank you, | couldn't
have done it w thout you, that's as rewardi ng as anything
el se.

As you enjoy the great and wonderful benefits of
this law school, as you prepare for a career in the | aw,
al ways renenber, put your famly first. Put first the
peopl e you | ove.

Thank you

(Appl ause.)

QUESTI ON:  What are the goals that you plan to
acconplish after you | eave the Ofice of Attorney Ceneral ?

And ny second question is, what do you think we
can do individually as |aw students and as future | awers
and as the profession as a whole to i nprove the inmage of

| awyers?

M5. RENO | take each day a day at a time. |I'm
i ke Scarlet O Hara, and when | have to think of what el se
I"'mgoing to do, I'll think about that tonorrow.

(Laughter.)

M5. RENO M goals generally speaking will be
to continue for the rest of ny life to use the | aw as nuch
as | possibly can to serve others, to resolve conflicts,
to solve problens, to bring peace, and to end division and
bi gotry and hatred.

How will | do that? | swore during | aw schoo
that I'd never be a prosecutors because | thought
prosecutors were nore interested in securing convictions
t han seeking justice. M predecessor, when he offered ne
a job, said, you can conme do sonething about that, and I
di scovered that prosecutors can best protect the innocent

by not charging them So, | don't know what | will do for
the rest of ny life except to try to use the |aw the right
way.

Secondly, | think I've outlined sone of the
things. | think for a long tinme when | graduated from | aw
school in 1963, people were interested. Onh, |'ve got a
job with a Wall Street law firm |'mgoing to be nmaking X
dollars. 1'mgoing to be living in this big house. | net

some of the people that | went to | aw school with. |
never made near as nuch noney as they did, but they're
envious of the tinme |I've had in public service and ny
opportunity to contribute.

Thi nk about the | aw as a problem sol ver. Think
about how you hel p people and not the dollars that you
make is one good way to do it. You can be so nuch nore
effective rather than being an uncivil, boorish lawer in
the courtroomor in a negotiation setting. You can be far
nore effective and get a | ot nore done by being pl easant,
t houghtful, and reasonable. Wth those chall enges and
knowi ng what | know about this [ aw school and what you al
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are doing, you're going to nake a mmjor contribution to
i nproving the image of the | awyer.

QUESTI ON:  Good afternoon, nma'am

This summer the Antiterrorism Act that was
passed in Congress included a provision which [imted
habeas corpus reviewto a single year. Do you think that
that's going to affect cases like the one that you tal ked
about at the beginning of your speech involving people who
are on death row and we have questions about their
convi ction, whether or not they were guilty of the crine
that they' re charged with?

M5. RENO It would not affect that particul ar
case because habeas was not the tool by which we did. It
was a courageous Governor of Florida who appointed nme. |
just went back, used the law the right way, used Florida's
procedures the right way. So, it would not have affected
t hat .

| have concerns about that provision and | want
to work with all concerned to try to do everything | can
to prevent that injustice. One of ny colleagues, one of
nmy forner |aw partners and a person whom| admre a great
deal , Sandy Dal enbert, the past President of the ABA,
engaged in pro bono representation of a person on death
row, and it frightens ne. Just the nere thought of a
person who m ght be innocent going to death is sonething
that is very inportant that we -- we know it coul d happen,
it may have happened, and we have got to do everything we
can to prevent it from happening.

So | have sone concerns, but | am hopeful that
the law will be construed to ensure pronpt resolution of
cases, but pronpt, thorough, and fair resol ution of cases,
and provide for the opportunity, should new evi dence be
devel oped, that can ensure that innocent people are
properly protected.

QUESTION: Hello. | wondered whether you think
that | ooking into the possibility of an Equal Education
Amendment woul d be a worthwhile and prudent investnent of
time?

M5. RENO |I'msorry. | didn't hear the |ast
part of your question.

QUESTI ON:  Woul d be a worthwhil e and prudent
i nvestment of our tinme as researchers.

M5. RENO How woul d you describe it? Because
I'"ve heard it described in different ways. How would you
descri be an Equal Education Anendnent ?

QUESTION:  How would | describe it? | would
have to spend three years |looking into what it would nean.

(Laughter.)

M5. RENO Here is ny concern. | see so nany
situati ons where sonebody says, well, we'll get a
constitutional amendnent and fix it. Let ne give you an

exanpl e.
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Fl ori da passed a victinms rights anmendnent, but
they didn't provide the nonies to go with the
constitutional amendnent. It said that victins shall have
this right, that right, and the other, but it did not add
significantly to prosecutors' staff to provide for w tness
counselors and to provide for restitution processes that
could truly enforce it. | think we've got to be very
careful when we tal k about anendnents and tal k about the
resources that have to go behind themto really make the
| aw nmean what it says.

| think the nost inportant thing in education is
giving our teachers the resources they need to do the job,
freeing themup from bureaucratic restraints, honoring
them as sonme of the nost extraordinary people in our
comruni ties, and supporting themin every way we can. So,
I think we're going to have to | ook at not just
constitutional anendnents to ensure equality, but how we
get the resources to all our schools.

QUESTI ON: Good afternoon, ma'am

| have two questions. On the Antiterrorist Act
of 1996 as well included a clause that allowed
immgration, INS, officers to block inmgrants who are
comng into the United States who nay have been convi cted
of a crime 20 years ago or any time in the past. It seens
as though the act is being very effective because many
i mm grants have been caught into this w thout know ng that
the law provided for this. | wonder what is your conment
on that and why is that allowed in ternms of having the INS
using a discretionary authority under that act to
effectively separate famlies.

My second question is, what would it take for
your Departnent to appoint an independent counsel to | ook
into allegations of the CIA involvenent in the crack
i ssue?

(Appl ause.)

M5. RENO That issue arose in a prior
adm ni stration, so there would be no basis for an
i ndependent counsel. W are pursuing it through the
O fice of the Inspector General to review everything that
t he Justice Departnment m ght have done during that period
of time to ensure that all the facts are nmade public and
appropriate judgnents are nade.

Wth respect to the inmgration issue, |'m not
famliar with -- if you can right afterwards give ne sone
speci fics on how the I aw m ght have been abused, let ne
know so that | can follow up with Immgration and
Naturalization and find out just what the problem m ght
be.

QUESTION: California just passed an initiative
that would allow doctors to reconmend narijuana for Al DS
patients and cancer patients. |'mwondering, does the
Justice Department plan to prosecute doctors who make

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/1125aghu.htm (12 of 13) [5/27/2009 12:12:43 PM]



11-25-96: Speech at Howard University School of Law

t hose prescriptions?
M5. RENO Each case will be taken on its case-by-case basis because

doctors can currently prescribe the

i ngredi ents of marijuana that provide for the appropriate

treatment, and the federal |aw prohibiting it still exists

because no nedi cal group has endorsed it as an appropriate

means of treatnent. Wiat we will do is review each case

on a case-by-case basis, |ook at the evidence, |ook at the

I aw, | ook at the circunstances, and enforce it

accordi ngly.

QUESTION: In light of the question that ny
col | eague just asked about the CI A controversy and the
i nvestigation that the office is doing, within your
i nvestigation what aspects are you | ooking at regarding
the disparity in the sentencing between crack cocai ne and
powder cocaine and how it relates to --

(Appl ause.)

M5. RENO That reviewis not part of that case
because that is a totally different issue that applies
generally. The Sentencing Conmm ssion is now revi ewi ng the
issue with respect to the disparity between crack and
powder. | asked the U S. Attorneys, including Eric
Hol der, the U. S. Attorney here in the District of
Col unmbi a, to address the issue early on.

Their recommendati on was that crack had had a
di sparate inpact on conmunity after community across this
country and that there should be sonme disparity, but the
100-to-1 disparity is too great. It is my hope that
everybody invol ved, the adm nistration, the executive
branch, Congress, and the Sentencing Conm ssion, will work
together to resolve just what disparity should exist
consi dering the inpact on the community.

Wth respect to any form of sentencing
differential or disparate treatnment, | constantly through
our work with the U S. Attorneys across the country try to
review any pattern that mght indicate that there is
di sparate treatnent and try to take action to ensure
agai nst it.

One of the things that I've tried to do is to
meke sure that we use the federal resources the right way
to go after the truly dangerous offenders, the mgjor
traffickers, to handle the cases that will have a rea
i npact on stemmng crinme. And we continue to review all
the facts that we can pull together to ensure that there
is no disparate treatnent based on race.

(St andi ng ovation.)

(Wher eupon, at 12:53 p.m, the speech was
concl uded.)
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