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PROCEEDI NGS

ATTORNEY GENERAL RENO  Thank vyou,
Dwi ght .

| can't tell you what an honor it is
to be here with people |ike Judge Ham | ton and
John Pickering and Judge Harris, and so many
ot hers who | heard of |ong before | cane to
Washi ngt on, and who have nmade ne feel so
wel coned in this great city.

| appreciate nore than | can tell you
t he honor that you have done ne tonight. But |
accept that honor on behalf of the nmen and
wonen of the Departnent of Justice. There's
sonme 107,000 of them And they do
extraordinary work for the people of the United
States all across the country.

Prison guards in very difficult

http://www.usdoj.gov/archive/ag/speeches/1996/1207_ag.dc.html (2 of 13) [5/27/2009 11:55:47 AM]



12-07-96: Speech before The Bar Association of The District of Columbia 125th Anniversary

18

19

20

21

22

10

11

12

13

14

15

ci rcunst ances, agents around the world who are
on the sout hwest boarder, inmmgration

| nspectors, |awers, secretaries and support
staff who |'ve gotten to know here in the

District of Col unbi a.

Year in and year out, w thout nuch
consideration for dollars, they do
extraordinary work for the people of the United
St at es.

And too often, they don't get too
much credit.

But | can tell you fromny three and
a half years of experience, they' re always
al most all of themtrying to do the right thing
trying to serve the people. And they do one
heck of a job.

Sone are career, sone are

appoi ntnents of this Admnistration. | see two
here tonight, three, four, five, | can't nane
themall. But a special, real special
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acknow edgenent to ny Deputy. | couldn't do it
wi t hout her. Thank you, Jane.
(Appl ause)
Public service is a wonderful
calling. | will admt that you get cussed at,
fussed at and blasted in the newspapers.

Peopl e spend a lot of tinme specul ating on

4
whet her you have a fashion style, or you don't

have any fashion style.

They spend endl ess hours specul ating
on what you wll do when you grow up. There
are sonme very bitter disappointnents. There
are sone | osses. There are sone tragedies.

But | can think of no calling that is
nore rewarding than trying to help the people
you serve solve their problens, trying to
uphold the rule of law, protecting the
I nnocent, indicting the guilty, but doing so

according to the principles of due process and
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13 fair play, the role of defending this nation
14 and bringing peace to this world.

15 But it is not just those who work for
16 Governnent. It is all of us who can perform
17 public service. It's sonething that everyone
18 can do, and everyone can nmake a difference

19 doing it.
20 And this great Bar Associ ation, over
21 125 years, has shown that each | awer can nmake
22 a difference. Not just in billable hours, not

)

1 just in the noney they nmake, not just in the

2 firmthey belong to, but in how they touch a

3 comrunity, how they touch a nation, how they

4 protect an environnent, how they nake a

5 di ff erence.

6 Jake, | want to be very brief in ny
7 chal | enges toni ght.

8 | challenge us all tonight to renew
9 the efforts that have been evidenced in this
10 roomand in this community for so |long, to nmake
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sure that we nake the law real for al
Aneri cans.
When the Anerican Bar Associ ation
evi dences that 60 to 70 percent of the poor and
the working poor in this nation do not have
access to the courts and to our justice system
and to | awyers, we have got to change that.
How do we do that?
We organi ze oursel ves so we take the
tremendous talent that is in this room the
tremendous giving talent in the law firns

represented in this room and the offices, and

6
t he departnents, and the Departnent of Justice,

and nake sure that we organi ze ourselves so
that pro bono | egal services are delivered in
this city, and in this nation in a

conpr ehensi ve way that | eaves nobody out.

( Appl ause)

The second chal lenge is that we work
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together in a conprehensive way.

| have watched | awers at Raynond
El enentary on a | adder with a pai nt bucket
pai nting the ceilings, and sanding the
ceilings. |'ve watched |awers fromthe
Departnent of Justice at a habitat for humanity
project bringing a house into being.

| have watched |l awers in a comunity
center resolving disputes. | have watched
| awyers reaching out to make a difference. But
| et us harness all that energy in a
conprehensive effort so that pieces are not
fragnent ed.

So that we work together with soci al

wor kers, and teachers, and community police

7
officers to rebuild a cormmunity, and to reweave

the fabric of community around the children and
the famlies at risk in this city that | have
grown to love. Let us make sure that we do it

I n a conprehensive way.
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(Appl ause)

Third, let us renenber that the great
advocates of the world, the great trial |awers
of the world are clearly those that protect and
defend us every step of the way. But let's not
wait to resolve all our problens in the courts.

Let us develop community efforts that
help that lady get the landlord to fix the
toilet before she had to take himto court.

Let us work together to figure out how to keep
t hat young man out of trouble at el even before
he gets into trouble, and we have to be his
guardian ad litemat 12. Let us work together
to solve problens, not just to win |law suits.
(Appl ause)
Lawers are known as the great

litigators, the great battlers. Wen | went to

Harvard Law School, Roger Fisher taught ne

civil procedure. | never heard of Roger Fisher
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3 I n negotiation or getting the yes for a |long

4 time after that.

5 But now | see |awers across this

6 country doi ng wonderful things, in terns of

7 resol ving di sputes without conflicts, and even
8 before they get to court. Let us take that

9 talent to communities, to schools, to

10 el ementary schools in this district, to mddle
11 school s, the high schools.

12 There are wonderful young students
13 out there teaching their peers how to resol ve
14 conflicts w thout knives, and guns, and fists,
15 teaching their peers how to resol ve probl ens,
16 teaching their peers how to have sel f-respect,
17 teaching their peers how to honor each ot her
18 regardl ess of diversity, and their ethnic and
19 raci al background.

20 Let us go out and enforce those

21 skills by learning to listen to young peopl e.
22 | go to public schools on the average of once a
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week now. These young peopl e have trenendous

I deas. | was telling Judge Ham | ton of one who
said, "What can | do to nake a difference?"
“What can you do to nake a difference?"

Learn how to listen to us.

Learn how to understand how difficult
it is to grow up, and how much we want to
contribute. Let us go out and use our
probl em solving skills, our nediation skills,
our negotiation skills to teach our young
peopl e how to resolve conflicts w thout knives,
and guns, and fists.

And fifth, |let us never cease, ever,
in all our efforts as |awers to protect
agai nst injustice, to protect the innocent.

For as long as | live, no matter what
| do, I wll always renenber the case of Janes
Joseph Richardson, a man who had been
prosecuted, convicted, and sentenced to death
for the poisoning death of his seven children

21 years before.
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The Governor appointed ne to go

10
reinvestigate the case in another part of the

state. | stood in a courtroomin Arcadia,
Florida, and told the court that the evidence
was i nsufficient, and that he probably did not
commt the crinme, and that he should go free.

And as | turned, and left that
courtroom and watched that man wal k out of the
courtroomfor the first time in 21 years, | was
rem nded that all of us as | awers have a
sacred obligation to uphold the rule of law, to
protect the innocent, the speak out agai nst
hatred, to speak out agai nst bias, to speak out
agai nst those who discrimnate, and to | ead
this world into a tinme of peace and
under st andi ng.

Sonme people say it's too big a job.
But | watch the people in this room | watch
what so many of you have done. | watch what is

happeni ng around this country. And never have
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20 | believed so devoutly in this nation and it's
21 capacity to solve its problem and nmake all

22 peopl e free.

1 Thank you so nuch.

2 (Appl ause)
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